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To all whom it may Concern : 
Be it known that I, FRANCIs J. RooNEY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Philadelphia, in the county of Philadelphia 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Fingerprint Machines, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. 
My invention relates to finger print ma 

chines, that is to say, to apparatus adapted 
to facilitate the making of finger print 
records for identification purposes. The object of my invention is to provide 
a simple and efficient device for convenient 
ly making impressions of the finger tips 
which is so constructed and arranged as to 
greatly facilitate the Various operations nec 
essary in making the prints. 

In the making of finger print records, it 
is customary to take the separate impres 
sions of each of the digits of each 
hand, and also to take the impres 
sions of the four fingers of each hand si 
multaneously. It is Well known to those 
skilled in the art of taking finger print im 
pressions that, by reason of the rolling mo 
tion required, the best results can be ob 
tained by taking the impressions of the 
separate digits near the lower edge of the 
support upon which the record or chart is 
positioned during the operation. It is also 
understood by those skilled in the art that 
it is preferable to have the entire record of 
the separate impressions of each of the 
digits, and the Simultaneous impressions of 
the four fingers of each hand, all on one 
face of the record for the purpose of study 
and classification of the same. |- 
My invention, therefore, contemplates the 

provision of a machine im which each por 
tion of the sheet or record on which the 
impression is taken is so mounted as to pre 
sent a convenient working edge. My inven 
tion further contemplates improved means 
for mounting the sheet and for manipulat 
ing the same during the successive Steps 
required in making the complete record. 
The nature and characteristic features of 

my invention will be more readily under 
stood from the following description, taken 

i in connection with the accompanying draw 
ings forming part hereof, in which– 
Figure 1 is a top or plan view of a finger 

print machine embodying the main features 
of my present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation thereof; 
Fig. 3 is an end elevational view, en 

larged, of the impression platen and its 
associated parts; and 

Fig. 4 is an enlarged cross-sectional view 
thereof, taken approximately on the line 
4–4 of Fig: 1. 

Referring to the drawings, in the par 
ticular embodiment of my invention there 
in shown, 5 is a base upon which the warious 
parts of the machine are mounted. Se 
cured to the base 5 are standards 6, in the 
top portions of which a shaft 7 is jour 
nalled. One of the standards,6 hasthe journal 
portion slotted, as at 8, to permit the re 
moval of the shaft and the parts mounted 
thereon from the standards 6, if desired. 
The shaft 7 carries a platem 9 secured 

thereto and mounted between the standards 
6. The platen 9 is polygonal in cross 
section, the same being preferably in the 
Shape of an isosceles triangle, as clearly 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4 of the drawings, al 
though it will be readily understood that 
if records of different arrangements of the 
impression spaces are to be used, the cross 
section of the platen 9 may be modified ac 
cordingly, as will hereafter be more clear 
ly understood. 
At each end of the platen 9 there is also 

Secured to the shaft 7 a toothed wheel 10. 
Fach of the toothed wheels 10 is engaged 
by a pawl or detent 11. Each of the pawls 
or detents 11 is pivoted, as at 12, to a stand 
ard 13 which is Secured to the base 5. 
The pawils 11 are connected to each other 
by means of a transversely extending rod 
14, so that both the pawils 11 may be si 
multaneously raised out ofengagement with 
the toothed wheel 10 if desired. 
Upon one face 15 of the platem 9 there 

is secured an alining member 16, compris 
ing a pair of angle members Secured to the 
face 15 of the platen 9 near the top and left 
hand edges thereof respectively, and pro 
jecting upwardly from the face 15 of the 
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platen 9. The purpose of the member 16 is 
to properly position the record or chart 17 
upon the Surfaces of the platen 9. Upon 
the face 15 of the platen 9 there is also se 
cured a spring member 18, which is adapted 
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Mounted adj?cert 

associated Parts is a hori y arranged 
inking disk 24, adapted be rotated by 
means of a handle 25 and interwening mech 
anism not shown. and a rolei 26 supported 
by a suitabie bracket 27 Serves to Spread the 
ink upon the flisi. 24 when the same is Fo 
tated. Howeyer, the particuiar construe - 
tion and afrangement of the inking device 
thus briefy referred to constitutes no part 
of the present invention, Said inking device 
being shown and described in a. companiom 
application for etters Patent, intended to 
be filed herewith. 
The operation of the machine of the pres 

ent invention may now be described. T? 

25 

30 

40 {{! 

record sheet is mounted Upon the platen 9, 
the upper portion thereof being gripped by 
the spring membe? 18 and the sheet, properly 
positioned by means of the alining device 
16 mounted upon the Surface 15 of the 
platen. The sheet is then Wrapped around 
the plateh and the lower portion thereof 
putshed under and gripped by the spring 21 
which is mounted upon the Siirface 20 of 
the platen, As before indicated, the record 
is So laid out that the lower mat 
field for taking the ijnpress: 
Tate digits of the Fight hand 
with the edge 22 of the platem, 
margin of the field for ta 
sions of the Separate digits 
will coincide with the edge 23 of 

t, Will therefore b? Seeth that the 
of the platen prowides a 5 
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or taking 
parate digits of the 

right hand, the field of the chart or record 
for receiving the same b?ing arranged near 
the lower edge 22 thereof, so that the digits; 
may be proper?y roledorotherwise manipu 

* lated in making the records. Likewise the 
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Surface 19 of the platen provides a similar 
Sipport for taking the impressions of the 

** * eparate digits of the eft hand, haying the 
*- *x } * 3 

the field of the chart or record arranged ne: 
the iower edge 23 thereof. in. naking the 
sinu?taneous impressions of the four fingel": 
of each hand, the Surface 20 of the p?atem 9 
is used, but in this instance it will be readily 
ifierstood that it is not hecesSary to hay? 
the fia?y: arange: adj?ceit the lower edge 
Of t: upport, as the rolling action Oi 
}hanipulation is not required in making the 

US i pressions of the four finge:S 
being mounted on the pla?e: 

• * ! x w 

lid the Diatem i3 t? { urned to big 
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nipulations of the digits thereon, after the 
haye been inked on the inking disk 2: 

1oc?ted acjaceni, the platen and its 
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ir Co-operating pawils 11 will 
Steady the plafen in the desi?ce: 

}sition during the taking of the impre 
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desired, that is, after the impressions 
parate digits of the right hand have 

The platem Will theh be turned 
{ onwenieni positio? to enabe 

|?eration to b? performei with 
eft 

8?uently the platen may again 
permit the Surface 20 to be 

- proper position to take the 
sint i Jessions of the four Fingers 
of each hand. 

eharacteristic features of my present inven 
tion, What I clain as new and desire to Se 
cir? by Letters i”atent is: 

1. in a finger print machine, a platen of 
lygonal Cross Section, Said platen being 

ed to have a recordsheetmounted there. 
on by wrapping the same about the Several 
faces thereof, meansfor rotatably Supporting 
Said platen whereby, a plurality of impres 
sion fields of Said chart may be successively 
presented by rotating Said platen and with 
ott shifting Said chart with respect thereto, 
and the marginal edge of the working sur 
face of the platen being unobstructed where 
by the fingers of which the impressions are 
being talken may be properly manipulated 
upon the reSpective impression fields ad 
jacent the marginal edges thereof. 

2. In a finger print machine, a platen of 
polygonal cross Section, Said platen being 
adapted to have a record, sheet mounted 
thereon by wrapping the same about the 
Several faces thereof, means for rotatably 
Sipporting Said platem whereby a plurality 
of impression fields of Said, chart may be 
Successively presented by rotating Said plat. 
en and without shifting Said chart with re 
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spect thereto, the marginal edge of the 
working Stiface of the platem being unob 
structed whereby the fingers of which the 
impressioISare being taken may be proper?y 
manipulated upon the respective impres 
sion fields adjacent the marginal edges there 
of, and neans mounted on One only of the 
Surfaces of Said platem adapted to position 
Said record sheet. 

3. in a finger print machine, a platen of 
polygonal cross Section, Said platen being 
adapted to have a record sheet mounted 
thereon, by wrapping the same about the 
Several faces thereof, means for rotatably 
Supporting Said platem whereby, a plurality 
of impression fields of Said chart may be 
successively presented by rotating Said plat 
en and without shifting Said chart with re 
spect thereto, the marginal edge of the work 
ing Surface of the platen being unobstructed 
whereby the fingers of whichthe impressions 
are being taken may be properly manipu 
lated upon the respective impression fields 
adjacent the marginal edges thereof, means 
mounted on one of the Surfaces of Said 
platem adapted to position Said recordsheet, 
and means for clamping Said recordsheet. 

4. In a finger print machine, a platen of 
polygonal cross Section, Said platen being 
adapted to have a recordsheetmounted there 
On by wrapping the same about the Severa? 
faces thereof, means for rotatably Support 
ing Said platem whereby, a plurality of im 
pression fields of Said chart may be suc 
cessively presented by rotating said platen 
and without shifting said, chart with respect 
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thereto, the marginal edge of the working 
Surface of the platen being unobstructed 
whereby the fingers of whichthe impressions 
ale being taken may be properly manipu 
lated upon the respective impression fields 
adjacent the marginal edges thereof, means 
mounted on one of the surfaces of Said plat 
en adapted to position Said record sheet, 
illeans for clamping Said record, sheet, and 
means for maintaining Said platen in de 
sired positions. 

5. In a finger print machine, a platen of 
polygonal cross Section, Said platen being 
adapted to have a record, sheet mounted 
thereon, by wrapping the same about the 
Several faces thereof, means for rotatably 
supporting Said platen whereby, a plurality 
of impression fields of Said chart may be 
successively presented by rotating said plat 
en and without shifting said, chart with re 
Spect thereto, the marginaledge of the work. 
ing Surface of the platen being unobstructed 
whereby the fingers of whichthe impressions 
?re being taken may be properly manipu 
lated upom the respective impression fields 
adjacent the marginal edges thereof, means 
mounted on one of the Surfaces of Said plat 
en, adapted to position Said record sheet, 
means for clamping Said record, sheet, 
toothed wheels fixed?y associated with said, 
platen, and paw?s adapted to engage Said 
toothed wheels. 
in testimony whereof, I have hereunto 

signed my name. 
FRANCIS J. ROONEY. 
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