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intended primarily to accommodate wearing lap 
parel in vehicles and in other-locations in which 
space is very often limited. When the functions 

frequently willing to sacrifice-a-considerable 
- amount-of-space to such a device; but when it 
functions are no longer needed; the space-occu 
pied by it seems far out of proportion to its value. 
Projecting hooks and other pieces of equipment:10 
also form distinct hazards in the ordinary use of 
the vehicle, and for safety reasons alone it is 
desirable that such members be reduced to an 

... absolute minimum. It is the purpose of the pres 
ent invention to provide aiihanger which: willS.5 
adequately serve-the-purpose of supporting a con 
siderable amount of wearing apparel or other 
articles as may be required, and which will 
occupy avery minimum of space when not-in use. 
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The present invention provides a hanger 
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erial No. 165,064 

'...will be analyzed in detail by...a... discussion of the 
--particular: embodiments which 3 appear rin.";the 
:accompanying drawings. ...En these: drawings: 

'Figure 1...is a view; in elevation: showing: the 
'ofahanger are desired in such locations, aperson: 5:device with the supporting: arm in the retracted 

position. . . . . . . . . . . 

i Figure 2 is a sectionistaken on the plane-2-2 of 
| Figure;3 with the arm incretracted position..." 

Higuré 3 is:a::section taken on a vertical plane 
through:the::center::Dfathe device:3 with the:full 
liness showing supporting: arm: in thes open: or 
active' position;andsdotted lines.indicating:the 
retracted position. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

Referringito the drawings; the device shown 
comprises a housing if 0 having an integrally 
formed ring at the lower portion to accommo 

.date: a strap or loop as is conventionally provided 
'i in automobiles to aid passengers in pulling them 
3 selves into position:to emerge from the vehicle. 

The accomplishment of this broad objective is: 20. The housingis also provided with the mounting 
rendered possible by the retracting feature of the 
present invention in which the projecting hook 
or supporting arm is retracted against and pref 
erably within a housing: attached directly to an 
appropriate wall surface. , The preferred form of this invention provides 
a housing having an aperture of sufficient size to 
accommodate a pivotally-mounted supporting 
arm. An in Wardly-opening recess associated 
with the aperture and disposed transversely with 
respect thereto is adapted to receive a pin carried 
by the arm, and the cooperation between this pin 
and the bearing provided by the recess gives the 
pivotal support to the arm. An inner projection 
on the arm is formed as a cam surface, and a leaf 
spring based at a considerable distance from the 
pivot point urges the arm outwardly and forces 
the pivot pin securely into engagement with the 
bearing recess. The effect of the spring in this 
preferred form of the invention is to hold the 
arm and the housing in firmly assembled posi 
tion. The Support of the arm is completed by the 
provision of a rotation-limiting stop which pre 
vents rotation beyond a point where the function 
of a hanger can be performed. It is preferable 
that the aperture of the housing be of such a 
length as to accommodate the arm in the 
retracted position. In this manner the arm will 
fold to a position substantially beyond any point 50 forms the contact area between the wall and the where it would generate a danger of injuring any 
one. The upper portion of the arm is preferably 
provided with a small projection affording a grip 
ping point so that a user of the device may readily 
pull it into supporting position. 
The several features of the present invention 

...fastenings. . . . 

* in position. The Earni is. 

... holes. 2s and 13 for the passage of conventional 
The arm 44 extends outwardly in a cantilever 

fashion-in the open position as indicated in full 
.. 25 line nEigure:3, and is provided. With the hook 

tain articles, of apparel" or similar items 
3 provided with the 

transverse pini 6:which Ecooperates: with: the 
inwardly-opening recess formed in the housing 

30 0. The leaf spring 8 is firmly secured in posi 
tion upon the supporting base or platform 9 by 
the action of the Screws 20 and 2, and bears at 
its outer end upon the cam surface 22 formed on 
the inner end of the arm 4. The action of the 

35 spring 8 serves to urge the pin f6 securely into 
engagement with the bearing recess f, and 
thereby hold the arm and housing in assembled 
position. The configuration of the cam projec 
tion 22 is such that the force of the spring 8 

40 creates a torque tending to rotate the arm 4 in 
a counter-clockwise direction about the pin f6 
and to thereby urge the arm f4 into fully 
retracted position as shown in dotted lines in Fig 
ure 3. When in the retracted position, arm 4 

45 lies partially within the confines of the elongated 
aperture 23 in the housing 0. It will be noted 
that the supporting platform 9 is formed actu 
ally as a bridge across the aperture 23. It will 
also be noted that the mounting surface 24 which 

housing 0 supports the housing in such a posi 
tion that the spring 8, the screws 20 and 2, and 
the other components are given freedom to per 
form their functions. It is of course obvious that 

55 a recessed wall would permit the illustrated 

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

      

    

  



3 
mechanism to be mounted in different relation 
ship with the mounting surface. 
The arm 4 is provided wtih the projection 25 

at its outer end which at all times projects above 
the surface of the housing O sufficient to form 
a gripping point such that the user may pull the 
arm into the position shown in Figure 3 when it 
is desired to hang a garment. Several other sys 
tems may be used to form such gripping points 
such as an indentation in theside of the arm or anyone of a series of equivalent arrangements. 
When an article having substantial weight is 
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10. 
placed upon the arm fs, the natural tendency of 
the arm to rotate in the clockwise direction . . . 
(against the action of the spring 18 and cam 
surface 22) is restrained by the cooperation of 

15 

4. 
tween said hanger arm and said spring support 
means to urge said journal means into engage 
ment with Said pivot bearing means and posi 
tion said arm about the axis of said journal 
means, and Stop means limiting the amount of 
rotation of said arm with respect to said base, 

2. A hanger comprising a base containing an 
elongated aperture and having mounting surface 
means, pivot bearing means disposed transverse 
ly with respect to said aperture, means forming 
a spring support, said pivot bearing means and 
spring Support means being on the Same side of 
and spaced from the plane of said mounting sur 
face means, said base containing a groove extend 
ing radially from said pivot bearing means to 
wards the plane of said mounting surface means, the stop 26 and the housing 10. When the en 

gagement of the stop has taken place, a moment 
created by the forces generated at the stop and 
the forces generated at the pin f6 resists the 

... effects of the weight of the suspended articles. 
When the weight of the articles has been re 
moved, the torque generated by the action of the 
Spring f8 operating upon the cam surface 22 
Servesto. Snap the arm gently into the 
position. . . . .' ' 

The particular. embodiments of the present in 
vention which have been illustrated in the ac 

... companying drawings and described herein are 
... for illustrative purposes only, and are not to be. 
considered as a limitation upon the scope of the 
appended claims. In these claims it is the in 
tent of the inventor to claim the entire inven 
tion to which she is entitled in view of the prior 
art. . . . . . . 

... I claim: - . . 
... . . A hanger comprising a base containing an 
i.aperture and having mounting surface means, 
pivot bearing. means. disposed transversely with 
respect to said aperture, means forming a spring 
support, said base containing a groove extending 
radially from said pivot bearing means through 
a wall of said base, a hanger arm adapted to 
pass Substantially through said aperture and hav 
ing transversely disposed journal means laterally 
movable into engagement with said bearing means 
through said groove for cooperation. With said 
pivot bearing means, spring means acting be 

retracted. 

20 

a hanger arm adapted to pass substantially 
through and fit within said aperture and having 
transversely disposed journal means laterally 
movable into engagement with said bearing means 
through said groove for cooperation with said 

... pivot bearing means, said arm having a cam 

25 

surface adjacent to said journal means, spring 
means acting between said cam surface and said 
spring support means to urge said journal means 
into engagement with said pivot bearing means 
and urge said arm about the axis of said journal 
means towards Said aperture, and stop means 

30 

35 

40 

45 

limiting the amount of rotation of said arm with 
respect to said base. - . . . 

- - - MARIE PARKER SMITH. 
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