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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present Invention relates to a new and distinct culti 
Var of Geranium plant, botanically known as Geranium 
cinereum, and hereinafter referred to by the cultivar name 
Ravpil. 
The new Geranium was discovered by the Inventor in a 

controlled environment in Cheshire, United Kingdom, as a 
whole plant mutation of the Geranium cinereum cultivar 
Laurence Flatman, not patented, In June, 1989. Plants of the 
new Geranium have darker purple flowers than plants of the 
cultivar Laurence Flatman. Plants of the new Geranium 
typically have darker purple flowers than other Geraniums 
of this type known to the Inventor. 

ASexual reproduction of the new cultivar by cuttings 
harvested in Cheshire, United Kingdom, has shown that the 
unique features of this new Geranium are Stable and repro 
duced true to type in Successive generations. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Plants of the cultivar Ravpil have not been observed under 
all possible environmental and cultural conditions. The 
phenotype may vary Somewhat with variations in environ 
ment Such as temperature, light intensity, daylength, irriga 
tion amount and frequency, and/or fertilizer rate without, 
however, any variance in genotype. 

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and 
are determined to be the unique characteristics of Ravpil. 
These characteristics in combination distinguish Ravpil as 
a new and distinct cultivar: 

1. Medium green leaf color. 
2. Mounded and prostrate growth habit. 
3. Dark purple-colored flowers. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS 

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the 
overall appearance of the new Geranium, showing the colors 
as true as it is reasonably possible to obtain in colored 
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may 
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed 
botanical description which more accurately describe the 
actual colors of the new Geranium. 
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The photograph on the first sheet comprises a top per 

Spective view of a typical flowering plant of Ravpil grown 
in the field. 

The photograph at the top of the Second sheet is a close-up 
view of a typical plant of Ravpil. 

The photograph at the bottom of the Second sheet is a 
close-up view of a typical open flower and a typical leaf of 
Ravpil. 

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION 

In the following description, color references are made to 
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart except where 
general terms of ordinary dictionary Significance are used. 
Plants used for the following description were about 30 
weeks old and grown in the field conditions which closely 
approximate commercial production conditions during the 
Spring and Summer in Cheshire, United Kingdom. 

Botanical classification: Geranium cinereum cultivar 
Ravpil. 

Parentage: Naturally-occurring whole plant mutation of 
Geranium cinereum cultivar Laurence Flatman, not pat 
ented. 

Propagation: 
Type cutting.-By cuttings. 
Time to initiate roots.--About 21 to 28 days at 18 C. 
Time to produce a rooted liner.-About 90 days at 18 

C. 
Root description. Thick in diameter. 

Plant description: 
Form-Perennial flowering plant; mounding and pros 

trate. Appropriate for 17-cm containers. 
Crop time. After rooting, about 20 to 30 weeks are 

required to produce finished flowering plants in 
17-cm containers. 

Plant height.-About 15 cm. 
Plant diameter.-About 35 cm. 
Vigor.-Moderate to vigorous. 
Foliage description.-Leaves basal, Simple, generally 

Symmetrical, and long-persisting. Length: About 3 
cm. Width: About 3.5 cm. Shape: Palmately lobed. 
Apex: Acute. Base: Sagittate. Margin: Deeply Serrate 
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to incised. Texture: Both surfaces pubescent. Fra 
grance: Faint Spicy fragrance when rubbed, pleasant. 
Petiole: Length: About 9 cm. Diameter: About 1.2 
mm. Color: Young foliage, upper Surface: 137A to 
137B. Young foliage, lower surface: 137D. Mature 
foliage, upper surface: 137B; veins, 137A. Mature 
foliage, lower Surface: 137D; veins, 137D. Petiole: 
14.4A to 145A. 

Flower description: 
Appearance.-Single rounded cup-shaped flowers with 

five petals. Flowering Stems arise from the plant 
base. Flowers not persistent. 

Quantity of flowers.--About 8 flowers per flowering 
Stem. 

Natural flowering season.--Summer in the Nether 
lands, flowering continuous. 

Fragrance.-None detected. 
Flower longevity. About 3 days. 
Flower size.-Length: About 2.8 cm. Diameter: About 

1 cm. 
Flower buds (before showing color).-Length: About 8 
mm. Diameter: About 5 mm. Shape: Obovate. Color: 
191A to 191B. 

Petals.-Length: About 1.3 cm. Width: About 1 cm. 
Shape: Obcordate; apex, retuSe; margin, entire with 
short hairs. Texture: Somewhat rugose. Color: When 
opening, upper Surface: 71A, Veins slightly darker 
than 71A. When opening, lower surface: 70A to 70B. 
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Fully opened, upper Surface: 71B, veins darker than 
71A. Fully opened, lower surface: 70B to 72B. 

Sepals.-Quantity: Five. Calyx length: About 6 mm. 
Calyx diameter: About 1.5 cm. Shape: Oval to 
oblong; apex, mucronate; margin, entire. Texture: 
Pubescent. Color: Upper surface: 141A to 141B. 
Lower Surface: 191B. 

Pedicel-Length: About 2.5 cm. Angle: About 30 to 
40 from vertical. Strength: Moderate to weak. 
Color: 144A to 145A. 

Peduncle.-Length: About 15 cm. Diameter: About 1.5 
mm. Aspect: Mostly upright or outwardly angled. 
Texture: Pubescent. Color: 144A to 145A. 

Reproductive Organs.-Stamens: Quantity: Ten. Anther 
shape: Ovate to oblong, dorsifixed. Anther length: 
About 2.5 mm. Anther color: Purple. Pollen amount: 
Scarce. Pistils: Quantity: Five. Pistillength: About 8 
mm. Style length: About 6 mm. Style color: 144A to 
145A. Stigma color: 187A to 187B. Ovary color: 
14.4A to 145A. 

Seed description.-Seed development has not been 
observed. 

Disease resistance: Plants of the new Geranium have been 
noted to be resistant to pathogens common to Geranium. 
It is claimed: 
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Geranium plant named 

Ravpil, as illustrated and described. 
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