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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Samurr THACKER, of
Snenton, in the county ot Nottingham, England,
Lave invented a new and useful Improvement in
Knit-Fabric; and I do hereby declare that the
following is’a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, which will enable those skillod in the
art to make and use the same.

The invention has for its object improvements
in the manufacture of knitted fabrics, and relates
to the production of knitted-fabrics as substitutes
for twist-net, crown-lining, leno, buckram, mus-
lin, and other fabrics produced in looms or in
twist-lace machines, and afterward stiffened.

For this purpose I prefer to use that class of
knitting-machine known as the ordinary round
frame; but other descriptions of knitting - frame
may be employed; and in order to produce an
open fabrie for the above purposes I use a finer
yarn than that ordinarily employed in the pro-
duction of ordinary knitted fabries on any par-
ticular gauge or machine, thereby producin ga
slack fabrie, in which the ¢“wale” (which is con-
sidered to be essential to other desecriptions of
knitted - fabrics) is almost entirely obviated.
Thus, for example, in the manufacture ofa fabric
as a substitute for buckram employ a knitting-
‘machine of about No. 20 gauge, and with such
gauge of knitting-frame I use a size of yarn about
No. 40 or 50 singles to produce a fabrie, the holes
or meshes of which areof a very open character.,
Such fabrie is then, after removal from theknitt-
ing-frame, placed in an ordinary dressin g-frame,
in which if is stretched out and stiffened in a
similar manner to that employed in dressing and
stiffening lace or other fabrics.

‘When a round frame is employed for the above
pburposes the fabric is, either before or after re-
moval from such frame, cut up so as to be capa-
ble of being opened out to permit of its being

placed in a dressing-frame for the purpose of be-
ing stretehed and stiffened, as above described.

By the above means fabrics are produced, the
holes or meshes of which approach in form to
nearly that of a square, and having somewhat
the appearance of, and capable of being used as,
substitutes for fabrics of the character above re-
ferred to produced in the ordinary manner upon
looms or twist-lace machines.

I have not thought it necessary to give the
number of gauge of machine and size of yarn
for producing substitutes for other fabrics than
buckram, as, aided by the deseription already
given, a manutacturer will readily understand
how to produce substitutes for other fabrics of
the character herein described.

When it is desired to produce fabries for some
purposes, such as for the manufacture of liat and ,
bonnet shapes, I prefer to unite two or more
thicknesses of ‘my improved knitting-fabric to-
gether by the process of dressing. For this pur-
pose I stretch the number of thicknesses, one
upon another, in a dressing-frame so that their
entire surfaces are in contact with each other,
and I then apply the dressing or stiffening na-
terial in the ordinary manner.

Having thus described the nature of my inven-
tion and mode of carrying the same into effect, I
would have it understood that what I claim is—

The manufacture of fabrics of the character
herein referred to upon knitting - frames, aided
by the after process of dressing and stitfening,
substantially in the manner herein described.

The above specification of my invention signed
by me this 3d day of August, 1869,

Witnesses: SAMUEL THACKER.

JNO. CROPPER,
Silk: merchant, Nottingham.
Wu. WHITTLEY,

Solicitor’s clerk, N ottingham. (89)




