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This invention relates to improvements in the construc 
tion of pleated draperies. 
One object of the invention is to provide a novel method 

for attaching backing material to the top portion of the 
drapery material which method is not only simple but 
highly economical and facilitates the formation of a 
backed drape having a smooth top edge and which does 
not have objectionable breaks at the bottom of the back 
ing material. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a novel 

backing strip as a new article of manufacture which is 
coated on one side with an adhesive by which it may be 
attached to the drapery material. This strip which is 
formed of relatively stiff material such as buckram, is 
transversely perforated, scored or otherwise weakened 
on groups of fold lines which facilitate folding the back 
ing material, and the drapery material in the formation 
of pleats. Preferably these fold lines are arranged in 
groups of nine parallel fold lines, the inner seven of 
which are equally spaced from each other and which, 
when folded, form three closely adjacent pleats. The 
outer two fold lines are spaced from the inner seven a 
distance approximately equal to one-half of the spacing 
between the inner fold lines and, when folded, form in 
effect half pleats which causes the plane of the drapery 
material between adjacent groups of pleats to be posi 
tioned at approximately the centers of the pleats. In 
this manner the pleats may be regarded as projecting 
forwardly from the plane of the drapery material ap 
proximately one half of their widths and also projecting 
rearwardly from the plane of the drapery material ap 
proximately one half of their widths. Also the bottom 
edge of the backing strip is serrated or formed with down 
wardly projecting points or crests and upwardly directed 
indentations or valleys. The downwardly projecting 
points or crests are preferably located centrally between 
adjacent fold lines and the upwardly directed indenta 
tions or valleys are preferably located at the fold lines 
employed to form complete pleats. 
downwardly projecting points or crests tend to avoid the 
formation of an objectionable break in the drapery ma 
terial which occurs if the bottom edge of the backing strip 
is not serrated and is merely a horizontal edge. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a drapery 
hook-providing member which is applicable to the rear 
sides of the pleats of the drapery and which is so designed 
that it can be locked against displacement relative to the 
drape by the application of a simply designed and easily 
constructed fastener. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, which 

will be made manifest in the following detailed descrip 
tion and specifically pointed out in the appended claims, 
reference is had to the accompanying drawings for an 
illustrative embodiment of the invention, wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a partial view in elevation of a portion 

of a drape that is in the process of being constructed in 
accordance with the present invention. 

FIG. 2 is a view in vertical section taken substantially 
upon the line 2-2 upon FIG. 1 in the direction indicated, 
this view being shown on an enlarged scale. 
FIG. 3 is a horizontal section taken substantially upon 

the line 3-3 upon FIG. 2 in the direction indicated. 
FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the combined pleat 

holder and drapery hook-providing member that may be 
employed. 

In this manner the 
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FIG. 5 is a perspective view of one form of clamping 

device that may be used to clamp the pleats in position 
on the construction shown in FIG. 4 and lock it against 
displacement relative to the drape. 

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of an alternative form of 
clamping device that may be employed. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings wherein simi 
lar reference characters designate similar parts through 
out, it indicates the body of the drapery material from 
which the drape is to be formed. 1 indicates the back 
ing material that is of the type conventionally employed 
to back a pleated drape near its top edge. In accordance 
with the present invention the backing material 1 is 
formed of buckram or equivalent relatively stiff material 
and has an adhesive 12 applied to one face thereof. This 
adhesive may be either of a type that will permanently set 
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on drying or upon being heated, or it may be of the 
pressure-sensitive type which remains tacky for an in 
definite period of time. If a pressure-sensitive adhesive 
is employed it is applied to the backing material merely 
by pressure and can be stripped off of the drapery mate 
rial whenever occasion arises such as when it is desired to 
dry ciean or wash the drape 10. If an adhesive is em 
ployed that permanently sets on drying or which is applied 
and caused to set by the application of heat the backing 
material will then be permanently attached to the drapery 
material 0. ? 

In applying the backing material 11 to the drapery 
material is the top edge of the backing material 11 can 
be positioned so that it is partially disposed underneath 
the top edge of the drapery material 10 and after having 
been adhesively fastened thereto the top margin of the 
drapery material 0 and its attached backing 1 can be 
together reversely folded as at 13, thus forming a rounded 

5 top marginal edge for the drape 10. After having been 
reversely folded the body of the backing material 10 that 
is not adhesively fastened to the reversely bent portion 4 
is adhesively fastened to the back of the drape 10, thus 
holding the marginal portion 14 in place. In the alter 
native, the marginal portion 14 can be reversely folded 
as at 3 as in forming a hem and the backing material 

maybe adhesively fastened to both the marginal por 
tion i4 and the body of the drape. The spacing of the 
top edge of the backing material 11 from the reverse 
fold 3 to some extent governs the roundness of the top 
edge of the drape. Thus if the top edge of the backing 
material 1 is very close to the reverse fold 13 the reverse 
fold at 13 may be somewhat sharp. On the other hand, 
if it is spaced downwardly from the reverse fold 13 a 
considerable distance the top edge at the reverse fold 13 
will be somewhat rounder. The formation of what may 
be regarded as the equivalent of a top hem on the drape 
by merely adhesively fastening the backing material 1. 
to the reversely folded margin 14 and to the body of the 
drape is materially simpler and more economical than if 
the hem is formed or the backing material is attached 
by sewing. - 

The backing material 1 is transversely perforated, 
scored or weakened for folding purposes on spaced 
groups of parallel fold lines. One group of lines is il 
lustrated on FIG. 1 consisting of seven fold lines 15, 
16, i7, 8, 9, 20 and 2 which are equally spaced from 
each other. These lines are employed in folding to form 
three closely adjacent full pleats indicated at 22, 23 and 
24 on FIG. 3. At the outer sides of the central group 
of equally spaced seven fold lines there are additional 
parallel fold lines 25 and 26. Fold line 25 is spaced 
from fold line 15 a distance equal to approximately one 
half of the spacing between fold lines 15 and 16. Simi 
larly, fold line 26 is spaced from fold line 21 a distance 
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