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1
DISPOSABLE BEDPAN PILLOW

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to bedpans of the type
in general use in hospitals or with bedridden patients
and invalids. In particular, this invention relates to an
inflatable, disposable pillow for a bedpan.

Conventional bedpans are made of a relatively heat
conductive material and thus are extremely unpleasant
to use when cold. It is an object of this invention to ob-
viate the aforesaid unpleasantness and to provide a san-
itary bedpan pillow which enhances the comfort of a
patient or invalid using same.

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
bedpan pillow that is disposable thereby obviating the
need for washing, sterilization, and the like.

Still other objects will readily present themselves to
one skilled in the art upon reference to the ensuing
specification, the drawing, and the claims.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The foregoing objects are achieved by the present in-
vention which contemplates a substantially U-shaped,
disposable, inflatable collar made of an air- and water-
impermeable, flexible plastic film material such as
polyethylene film, vinyl copolymer film, or the like.
The inflatable collar is adapted to be superimposed
over the upper peripheral portion of a bedpan and pref-
erably detachably secured thereto with a suitable bind-
ing means which can be an adhesive strip, a web means
integrally affixed to the collar, an elastic or adhesive
band depending from the collar, a plurality of straps,
and the like. The collar is normally stored deflated and
is inflated prior to use with air, with oxygen normally
available in a hospital room, with halogenated hydro-
carbon gas from an aerosol-type canister, or the like.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings,

FIG. 1 is a plan view of an inflatable, disposable bed-
pan pillow of this invention;

FIG. 2 is a sectional elevation of the pillow shown in
FIG. 1 taken along line II — II and showing attachment
to a bedpan by means of an adhesive strip;

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of an embodiment of
this invention showing attachment to a bedpan by
means of a web;

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of an embodiment of
this invention showing attachment to a bedpan by
means of a band depending from the inflatable portion;
and

FIG. 5 is a side elevational view of an embodiment of
this invention showing attachment to a bedpan by
means of a plurality of straps connected to the inflat-
able portion.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, conventional bedpan 1@ is pro-
vided with an inflatable, substantially U-shaped collar
11 made of a flexible plastic material, for example poly-
ethylene film, vinyl copolymer film, or the like. Collar
11 is detachably secured to bedpan 10 and is inflatable
through suitable valve means 12 in any convenient
manner.
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As shown in FIG. 2, collar 11 is provided with adhe-
sive strip 13 on the underside thereof which contacts
the upper peripheral portion of a bedpan, such as in-
wardly extending flange 14, and adhesively secures col-
lar 11 thereto when in use. Adhesive strip 13, prefera-
bly of a contact adhesive, can be conveniently covered
with a peel strip which is removed prior to use. In the
alternative, adhesive strip 13 can comprise a microen-
capsulated adhesive, i.e., rupturable microcapsules
containing a suitable adhesive can be embedded or oth-
erwise affixed to the underside of collar 11 and rup-
tured by applying pressure thereon when a deflated col-
lar is first placed on the bedpan and subsequently in-
flated prior to use.

Another embodiment of the present invention is
shown in FIG. 3 where bedpan 15 is inserted into a
pocket formed by inflatable collar 16 together with
web 17 which is coextensive with collar 16 and substan-
tially envelops the underside of bedpan 15. Optionally
fasteners such as strap 18 can be provided for retention
of bedpan 15 within said pocket, if desired.

Additionally, as shown in FIG. 4, inflatable collar 19
can be secured to bedpan 20 by means of band 21
which downwardly depends from collar 19. Band 21
can be elastic or provided with an elastic periphery
which draws itself tightly about the peripheral upstand-
ing walls of bedpan 20, or outwardly-extending flange
22 thereof, and holds the inflatable U-shaped collar 19
snugly in place. In the alternative, band 21 can have ad-
hesive regions on the inside adapted to adhesively se-
cure band 21 to bedpan 20.

In still another embodiment of this invention (FIG. 5)
a plurality of fasteners, such as strap 23 extending from
one leg of U-shaped collar 24 to the other, can be pro-
vided, in lieu of a web as in FIG. 3, to hold inflatable
collar 24 in place over the upper peripheral portion of
bedpan 25. Also, the collar can be bonded to a dispos-
able bedpan.

Inasmuch as the hereinabove disclosed bedpan pillow
is intended to be disposable, low cost materials of con-
struction therefor are preferred. Suitable for this pur-
pose are polyethylene films, polypropylene films, vinyl
copolymer films such as polyvinylchloride films, poly-
styrene films, polyvinylidene chloride films, polyvinyl
alcohol films, and the like.

The foregoing discussion and the drawings are in-
tended as illustrative but are not to be construed as lim-
iting. Still other variations within the spirit and scope
of this invention will readily present themselves to one
skilled in the art.

I claim:

1. A disposable bedpan pillow made of a flexible plas-
tic film which comprises an inflatable substantially U-
shaped collar adapted to be super-imposed over the
upper peripheral portion of a bedpan, a web integrally
affixed to the outer periphery of said collar extending
from one leg of said collar to the other leg of said collar
and substantially coextensive with the collar, said web
together with said collar forming a pocket adapted to
substantially envelop said bedpan.

2. The bedpan pillow in accordance with claim 1
which is made of polyethylene film.

3. The bedpan pillow in accordance with claim 1

which is made of a vinyl copolymer film.
* * * * *



