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- UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES TOWLE, OF GREENVILLE, MICHIGAN.

COMMODE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 499,310, dated June 13, 1893;
Application filed Moy 31,1892, Serial No. 436,037, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JAMEs TOWLE, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Green-
ville, in the county of Montcalm and State of

- Michigan, have invented a new and useful

Commode, of which the following is a speci-
fication.

-This invention relates to commodes and
congists of the construction, arrangement, and
combination of the several parts as will be
more fully hereinafter described and claimed.

The object of this invention isto provide
means for adjustably inclosing a commode in
a case or frame in such manner that it may
be readily positioned for-use when desired,
and also ‘closely confined to avoid escape of
offensive odors, the construction and opera-
tion of the parts being simple and effective,
of a strong and durable nature and compara-
tively inexpensive in manufacture and pro-

. duection.
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Referring to the drawings:—Figure 1 is a
perspective view of a case or frame showing
the improved commode and its attachments
in connection therewith. Fig. 2 is a perspec-
tive view of the coverholding deviceremoved.
Fig. 3 isa transverse section on line x—=z, Fig.
4. Fig. 4 is a cross section on the line y—y,
Fig. 3. Fig.51is a plan view, partly in see-
tion, of the case or frame and taken horizon-
tally through Fig. 3 on the line 2—z. Fig. 6
is a bottom plan view of the commode casing.

Similar numerals of reference are employed
to indicate corresponding parts in the sev-
eral views.

Referring to the drawings, the numeral 1

designates the outer inclosing case or frame,
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which is shown in the form of a wash-stand,
but it will be readily understood that said in-
closing case or frame may be of any contour
and adapted for any use, so long as it is pro-
vided with a lower compartment 2 having a

" door 3 adapted to snugly close the same.

In the bottom of the compartment 2 is lo-
cated a board 4 having a leaf 5 hinged to the
front edge thereof and which forms an inside
closure for the said lower compartment. The
leaf 5 is constructed with ‘an opening 6 and
to one wall thereof is hinged a leg or support
7 adapted to engage the floor when the leaf
is Iet down, and folded back in the said open-

ing 6 when the leaf is in closed position over
the front of the said compartment,

On the board 4 are secured metallic gnides
8 of angular form adapted to be engaged by
hangers 9 secured to the bottom of the com-
mode casing 10, The said hangers have an-
gular projections 11, which take under the
guides 8, and also support rollers or wheels
12 which provide for an easy movement of
the commode casing 10 on the board 4in and
out of the compartment 2. The said com-
mode casing 10 comprises a hinged door 13
and a top 14 having a central opening 15 hav-
ing a rubber gasket 16 surrounding the same
on the underside of the said top 14.© Within
said commode casing and-centrally located on
opposite sides thereof, are vertically disposed
ribs17onwhich areadjustably fitted end slides
18 rigidly connected by a table or support 19
on which the commode 20 is adapted to remov-
ably rest. - To the slides 18, below the table
or support 19, are secured blocks 21 having
recesses or slots 22 adapted to receive the op-
posite ends of a flat bowed spring 23. A
semi-circular guard rail 24 is carried by the
slides 18 and has the ends thereof bent down-
ward at an angle to removably engage open-

ings 25 in the upper ends of the said slides.

By means of the construction just set forth,
the commode is prevented from being dis-
placed in a rear direction, and thereby sus-
tained in proper relative position on the ta-
ble or support 19, under the opening 15, and
is adapted to bear against the gasket 16 sur-
rounding said opening.

In the bottom of the commode casing 10 is
mounted a rock shaft 26 having an operat-

-ing handle 27 at one end and crank arms 28

at the opposite end movably supporting a
roller 29 adapted to bear against the under
side of the spring 23 to raise the table or sup-
port 19 and elevate the commode 20 so that
the upper edge thereof will contact with the
gasket 16, .

Over the opening 15, on the outer side is
adapted to be fitted a removable lid or cover
30 having the edge thereof surrounded by a
husher 31 of rubber or other suitable mate-
rial, and having a central knob 32 engaged
by spring arms 33 having a slide 34 and car-
ried by aswinging arm 35 pivotally connected
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to one side of the commode case. The arms
33 are intended to removably connect thelid
or cover 30 to the arm 85. The arm 35 has
both a swinging movement horizontally and
may be raised vertically,and has its end piv-
oted to a yoke 36 swiveled to a boltor stud 37.
The bolt or stud 37 rises vertically from a
casting 38 having a vertical flange 39 formed
with a stop or shoulder 40 against which the
arm 35 is adapted to strike to limit the hori-
zontal swinging movement thereof. The ver-
tical movement of the said arm is permitted
through the pivotal connection thereof with
the yoke 36.

On the bottom front portion of the commode
casing 10 is a spring catch 41 adapted to en-
gage a suitable projection on theboard 4 and
prevent withdrawal of said casing beyond a
certain point. Said catch may be readily re-
leased, and the casing 10 may be entirely
withdrawn when desired.

The device as a ‘whole is simple and com-
pact, and embodies convenience and adapta-
bility in several different ways. The tight
fitting parts preventescape of offensive odors,
and an unpleasant effect is thereby avoided.

In place of the rollers or wheelson the com-
mode casing, other devices may be used in
providing a sliding movement thereof as will
be readily apparent. The guides 8 are con-
tinued over the leaf 5 and are in alignment
with the said guides on the board 4. Ashas
been stated slides may be used in placeof the

said guides and the same beneficial opera--

tion will result.

Having thus described the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. In a device of the character set forth,the
combination of an outer casing havinga com-
partment therein, a board in_the bottom of
said compartment having guides thereon, a
leaf hinged to said board and having a leg
hinged thereto and guides continued there-
over in linewith the guides of thesaid board,
and a-commode casing having hangers carry-
ing wheels and provided with extensions to

engagesaid guides,substantially as described. .

2. A commode casing having an adjustable
table or support therein, substantially as de-
scribed, combined with a rock-shaft having
an operating handle at the outer end and
crank-arms at the inner end adjustably sup-
porting a roller adapted to engage a portion
of said table or support.
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3. In adevice of the character set forth,the

combination of a commode ecasing having a,

central top opening and a hinged-side drop-
door, slides mounted on the inner opposite
sides of said casing having blocks below the
same with recesses therein, a table or support
secured to said slides,a flatbowedspring hav-
ing its ends mounted in the recesses of said
blocks, and a erank-shaft carrying an adjust-
able roller adapted to engage said flat spring,
substantially as desecribed.

4. A commode casing having a top opening,
an adjustable table or support therein, a
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spring located underneath said table or sup-

port and carried thereby, and a crank-shaft
having a projection to engage said spring,
substantially as deseribed.

5. A commode casing having a top-opening
surrounded by a gasket located on the under
side of the top, vertical guides located in op-

| posite sides of the casing, a table or support

rigidly connecting said guides, a guard rail
connected to said table or support, a spring
located under the said tableor support to hold
the commode, and a crank-shaft having a
roller connected thereto adapted to-come in
contact with the said spring to raise the up-
per edge of commode against the gasket, said
parts being combined, substantially as de-
seribed.

6. A commode casing having an opening in
the top portion thereof, a lid or cover for said
opening, and an arm detachably connected at
its outer-end to said lid or cover and having
the opposite end of the same pivotally at-
tached to swing horizontally and hinged to
rise and fall vertically, substantially as de-
scribed.

7. A commode casing having:an opening in
the top portion thereof, a 1id or cover, and a
horizontally and vertically movable arm to
which said lid or cover is detachably secured,
and a casing having a shoulder against which
the said arm is adapted to come in contact

and a yoke to which it is pivoted, said parts

being ecombined, substantially as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

JAMES TOWLE.
Witnesses:
JouNn W. TOWLE,
Jay H. TOWLE.
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