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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that we, PHILIP N. KNAPP and
JOHN R. BRITTO, citizens of the United States,
residing at South N orwalk, in the county of
Fairfield and State of Connecticut, have in-
vented a certain new and useful Improvement
in Hats; and we do hereby declare the fol-
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art towhich it appertaing
to make and use the same.

Our invention has reference to certain new

and useful improvements in hats, and has

for its object to do away with the pasting or
gluing of the tip lining to the hat-crown;
and with these ends in view our invention
consists in the details of construction and
combination of elements hereinafter fully de-
seribed, and then specifically designated by
the claim.

In the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a detail
perspective of a hat-lining as it appears be-
fore application within a hat, one of our stays
being attached thereto; Fig. 2, a broken sec-
tional elevation of a hat having its tip lining
secured in position in accordance with our
improvement, and Fig. 3 a detail perspective
of the stay.

Similar letters denote like parts in the sey-
eral figures. :

Prior to our invention it has been custom-
ary 1o secure the tip lining to the hat-crown
by pasting, gluing, or by the use of adhesive
material, as gutta-percha; but the drying of
a tip thus secured frequently causes the hat-
crown to be drawn inward and thereby cock led;
also the manipulation of the crown in order
to test the quality of the hat £ requently loos-
ens a pasted or glued tip lining and causes
the latter to drop, thus rendering the hat un-
salable. Again, the use of paste or adhesive
substance must be attended with greatl care,
since the smouching of the hat must be
avoided, and therefore great nicety must he
exercised in handling the hats in connection
with pasted tips. ' ‘

Our invention does away with the use of
any adhesive substance and will be readily
understood from the following description,

A is the tip lining, and B the side lining.

Cis a thin flexible strip, of steel or other
suitable material, having a hook, 1, at the
lower end and a perforation, 2, near the up-
per end. These strips we term “stays,” and
there are four of them, the hooks of said
stays being respectively attached to the sev-
eral flaps of the tip lining. The upper ends
of said stays ave eyeleted to the hat-body D,
as shown at 3, or they may be sewed thereto,
if desired. In case there are no flaps ex-
tending from the tip the stays may be hooked
directly to said tip outside of the side lining;
but it is immaterial how the stays are se-
cured fo the tip, since they might be eyeleted
thereto or attached with gutta-percha or cem-
ent, it being necessary only that the lower
ends of said stays should be securely at-
tached to the tip. The stays are preferably
curved, so as to conform readily to the hat,
and they may be constructed of steel, whale-
bone, stiff paste or bristol board, and the like,
it being essential only that said stays should
be light and not bulky, while at the same
time they should have sufficient strength and
body to support the tip as against displace-
ment.

No amomt of rongh usage or manipula-
tion of the hat-crown will cause the tip lining
to drop or become displaced after it has been
secured within a hat in accordance with our
improvement, since the stays will always keep
the tiplining in normal position. We do not
limit ourselves to any particular number of
these stays in connection with a tip lining,
since more orless of them may he used to
support such lining without departing from
the spirit of our invention,

The upper extremities of the stays may be
serrated, as shown at 4 in Fig. 3,in order to
afford a grasp upon the hat-body, whereby the
stay will not become displaced during the
operation of eyeleting or sewing.

In utilizing our improvement the stays are
first hooked to the tip lining or the flaps
thereof and the lining then inserted within
the hat. After the stays have heen secured
adjusted

to the hat-body the side lining is
and made fast in the usual manner.
Having thus deseribed our invention, what
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we claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent,is—
The combination, with the hat-body and

lining, of a series of flexible stays having
¢ their lower ends formed into hooks to which ‘

the lining is directly attached, the upper ends Witnesses:

of said stays being secured to the hat-body, S. 8. WILLIAMSON,

substantially as shown and described. ! T. W. SMITH, Jr.

In testimony whereof we affix our signatures
in presence of two witnesses.

PHILIP N. KNAPP.
JOTIN R. BRITTO.




