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(57) ABSTRACT 

The present invention encompasses a Solid dose delivery 
vehicle for ballistic administration of a bioactive material to 
Subcutaneous and intradermal tissue, the delivery vehicle 
being sized and shaped for penetrating the epidermis. The 
delivery vehicle further comprises a Stabilizing polyol glass 
loaded with the bioactive material and capable of releasing 
the bioactive material in situ. The present invention further 
includes methods of making and using the Solid dose deliv 
ery vehicle of the invention. 
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SOLID DOSE DELIVERY VEHICLE AND 
METHODS OF MAKING SAME 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates generally to Solid 
dose vehicles for delivery of bioactive materials and, more 
Specifically, to Solid dose delivery vehicles comprising a 
stabilizing polyol and a bioactive material. Methods of their 
making and uses thereof are also provided. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Solid dose delivery of bioactive materials to 
mucosal, dermal, ocular, Subcutaneous, intradermal and pull 
monary tissueS offerS Several advantages over previous 
methods Such as topical applications of liquids, transdermal 
administration via So-called “patches” and hypodermic 
injection. In the case of injection, Solid dose delivery can 
reduce the risk of infection by eliminating the use of needles 
and Syringes, provide for more accurate dosing than multi 
dose Vials, and minimize or eliminate the discomfort which 
often attends hypodermic injection. Several Solid dose deliv 
ery Systems have been developed including those utilizing 
transdermal and ballistic delivery devices. 
0.003 Topical delivery is utilized for a variety of bioac 
tive materials. Such as antibiotics for wound healing. These 
topical ointments, gels, creams, etc. must be frequently 
reapplied in order to remain effective. This is particularly 
difficult in the case of burn wounds. 

0004 Devices used for administering drugs transder 
mally usually comprise laminated composites with a reser 
voir layer of drug with the composite being adhered to the 
skin, i.e., transdermal patch, Such as described in U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,906,463. However, many drugs are not suitable for 
transdermal delivery, nor have transdermal drug release 
rates for those capable of transdermal delivery been per 
fected. 

0005 Subdermal implants have also been formulated for 
Slow release of certain pharmaceutical agents for extended 
periods of time Such as months or years. A well-known 
example is the Norplant(R) for delivery of steroid hormones. 
Such implants are usually constructed of an inner, drug 
filled core which is relatively permeable to the drug and an 
outer matrix which is relatively impermeable to the drug. 
Both inner core and outer matrix are generally formed from 
polymers. The implants release drugs by dissolution of the 
drug in the inner core and Slow release across the outer 
matrix. The inner core may Substantially dissolve over time, 
however, in devices currently in use, the outer matrix does 
not dissolve. Implants are placed Subcutaneously by making 
an incision in the skin and forcing the implants between the 
skin and the muscle. At the end of their use, if not dissolved, 
these implants are surgically removed. U.S. Pat. No. 4,244, 
949 describes an implant which has an outer matrix of an 
inert plastic such as polytetrafluoroethylene resin. PCT/GB 
90/00497 describes slow release vitreous systems for for 
mation of implantable devices. These implants are bioab 
Sorbable and need not be surgically removed. However, 
insertion is by Surgical means. Moreover, these devices may 
be limited in the type of bioactive material that can be 
incorporated. In the case of polymeric implants, bioactive 
materials that cannot withstand organic Solvents are not 
Suitable for use. In the case of Vitreous Systems, bioactive 
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materials that cannot withstand the elevated temperatures 
necessary to form the implants are unsuitable for use. In all 
cases, bioactive materials that are unstable at body tempera 
ture, particularly over long time periods, are unsuitable for 
Sc. 

0006 A variety of formulations have been provided for 
administration in aeroSolized form to mucosal Surfaces, 
particularly “by-inhalation' (naso-pharyngeal and pulmo 
nary). Compositions for by-inhalation pharmaceutical 
administration generally comprise a liquid formulation of 
the pharmaceutical agent and a device for delivering the 
liquid in aerosolized form. U.S. Pat. No. 5,011,678 describes 
Suitable compositions containing a pharmaceutically active 
Substance, a biocompatible amphophilic Steroid and a bio 
compatible (hydro/fluoro) carbon propellant. U.S. Pat. No. 
5,006,343 describes suitable compositions containing lipo 
Somes, pharmaceutically active Substances and an amount of 
alveolar Surfactant protein effective to enhance transport of 
the lipoSomes acroSS a pulmonary Surface. 
0007 One drawback to the use of aerosolized formula 
tions is that maintenance of pharmaceutical agents in aque 
ouS Suspensions or Solutions can lead to aggregation and loSS 
of activity and bioavailability. The loss of activity can be 
partially prevented by refrigeration; however, this limits the 
utility of these formulations. This is particularly true in the 
case of peptides and hormones. For instance, Synthetic 
gonadotropin releasing hormone (GnRH) analogs, such as 
the agonist nafarelin or the antagonist ganireleX are designed 
for high potency, increased hydrophobicity and membrane 
binding. The compounds have Sufficient hydrophobic char 
acter to aggregate in aqueous Solution and to form an 
ordered Structure that increases in Viscosity with time. Thus 
bioavailability in nasal or pulmonary formulations may be 
prohibitively low. The use of powdered formulations over 
comes many of these drawbacks. The requisite particle size 
of Such powders is 0.5-5 microns in order to attain deep 
alveolar deposition in pulmonary delivery. Unfortunately, 
powders of Such particle Size tend to absorb water and clump 
and thus diminish deposition of the powder in the deep 
alveolar Spaces. Although powders with larger particle size 
are Suitable for delivery to the naso-pharynx region, the 
tendency of powders to clump decreases the available par 
ticle Surface area for contact with, and absorption through, 
these membranes. Devices which disaggregate clumps 
formed by electrostatic interactions are currently in use (e.g., 
the Turbohaler"); however, these do not disaggregate mois 
ture induced clumps and it would be advantageous to have 
powders which do not absorb moisture and clump and thus 
increase the effective pulmonary concentration of the drug. 
0008 Solid dose delivery vehicles for ballistic, transder 
mal, administration have also been developed. 
0009 For example, in U.S. Pat. No. 3,948,263, a ballistic 
animal implant comprised of an exterior polymeric shell 
encasing a bioactive material is described for Veterinary 
uses. Similarly, in U.S. Pat. No. 4,326,524, a solid dose 
ballistic projectile comprising bioactive material and inert 
binder without an exterior casing is disclosed. Delivery is by 
compressed gas or explosion. Gelatin covered tranquilizing 
Substances carried by ballistic projectiles for implant are 
also described in U.S. Pat. No. 979,993. 

0010. The above-described ballistic devices, however, 
are Suited to large animal veterinary applications due to their 
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relatively large size, on the order of millimeters. Ballistic 
delivery at the cellular level has also been successful. The 
general principle of ballistic administration is the use of a 
SuperSonic wavefront, created by the release of compressed 
gas, to propel the particles contained in an adjoining cham 
ber. For example, nucleic acids adsorbed on tungsten micro 
projectile particles have been Successfully delivered to liv 
ing epidermal plant cells. See Klein Nature 327:70-73 
(1987). A better controlled device is the particle inflow gun 
(PIG). Vain et al. (1993) Plant Cell, Tissue and Organ 
Culture 33:237-246. Devices have been described which fire 
ampules containing medication using gas pressure. U.S. Pat. 
No. 4,790.824; and PCT/GB 94/00753. Several devices that 
inject fluids have also been described. U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,312, 
335 and 4,680,027. There are few existing formulations 
suitable for ballistic delivery. Powder formulations of phar 
maceuticals in their present form are unsuitable for ballistic 
administration. Particles of available powder forms are 
generally irregular, varying in size, shape and density. This 
lack of uniformity leads to powder deposit and loSS at the 
skin Surface during administration, as well as problems in 
control and consistency of the depth of delivery to Subcu 
taneous and intradermal tissues. 

0.011 Thus it would be advantageous to provide solid 
dose drug delivery vehicles of defined size, shape and 
density, to ensure more uniform distribution. Additional 
benefits would accrue if the shape of the vehicle could be 
controlled to facilitate or control penetration of the epider 
mis and hard layers of the skin. Small delivery vehicle size, 
preferably coupled with high momentum delivery, would 
also increase the comfort of administration and minimize 
tissue damage. The manufacture of Such a Solid dose deliv 
ery vehicle should be such that neither the delivery vehicle 
nor the bioactive Substance being delivered is damaged nor 
its efficacy decreased. Furthermore, the bioactive Substance 
should remain stable when loaded within or on the vehicle 
So that efficacious administration can be achieved, and to 
facilitate storage of the loaded delivery vehicle. Manufac 
ture of the solid dose delivery vehicle and its loading with 
bioactive material and the administration of the vehicle 
should also be relatively simple and economical. 
0012 All references cited herein are hereby incorporated 
by reference. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0013 The present invention encompasses a solid dose 
delivery vehicle Suitable for therapeutic administration of a 
wide variety of Substances, comprising a Stabilizing polyol 
and a bioactive material. Preferred buffers, adjuvants and 
additional stabilizers are also provided. The delivery vehicle 
can be sized and shaped for a variety of modes of admin 
istration. 

0.014. The invention further includes a solid dose delivery 
vehicle comprising an outer portion comprising a water 
Soluble glassy and/or polymeric material having a hollow 
compartment therein, and an inner portion residing in the 
compartment, the inner portion comprising at least one 
Stabilizing polyol and a therapeutically effective amount of 
at least one bioactive Substance. 

0.015 The invention also encompasses methods of deliv 
ering a bioactive material by providing a Solid dose delivery 
vehicle described above and administering the vehicle to the 
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tissue. Administration can be by mucosal, oral, topical, 
Subcutaneous, intradermal and by-inhalation. 
0016. The invention further encompasses methods of 
making the Solid dose delivery vehicle. The Stabilizing 
polyol, bioactive material and any other components are 
mixed and processed by a wide variety of methods, includ 
ing milling, Spray drying, freeze drying, air drying, Vacuum 
drying, fluidized-bed drying, co-precipitation and critical 
fluid extraction. The dried components can be heated to 
fluidize the glass which can then be drawn or spun into Solid 
or hollow fibers. The dried components can also be mixed in 
aqueous or organic Solutions and dried, Such as by Spray 
drying, freeze drying, air-drying, vacuum drying, fluidized 
bed drying, co-precipitation and critical fluid extraction. 
0017. The invention further provides methods of making 
vehicles suitable for slow or pulsatile release of bioactive 
Substances. The methods include combining bioactive mate 
rial in Solid Solutions in Stabilizing glass-forming polyol and 
other glass formers with dissolution or degradation rates 
slower than that of the glass-forming polyol, and processing 
the components as described above. The ratio of materials 
can be controlled So as to provide a wide range of narrowly 
defined release rates. The coformulations of Stabilizing 
polyol and other water-Soluble and/or biodegradable glasses, 
plastics and glass modifiers produced thereby are also 
encompassed by the present invention. 
0018. The invention further provides methods of making 
delivery vehicles of glasses of hydrated carbohydrates 
hydrates with increased Tg and the compositions obtained 
thereby. The method comprises adding a modifier, prefer 
ably a protein, in an amount Sufficient to elevate the Tg, to 
the carbohydrate and processing according to a method 
described herein. The modifier may be an inert material or 
may be the bioactive material. The product obtained may be 
combined with stabilizing polyols with a Tg less than that of 
the modified carbohydrate to form a slow and/or pulsatile 
delivery System. 
0019. The vehicles and methods of the invention also 
encompass vehicles which comprise fibers, Spheres, par 
ticles and needles. Preferably these vehicles are fibers, 
Spheres, particles and needles. The vehicles can be either 
microscopic or macroscopic. 
0020. A wide variety of bioactive materials are suitable 
for use in accord with the present invention, including, but 
not limited to, therapeutic and prophylactic agents. The 
delivery vehicle and methods of the present invention pro 
vide for a variety of dosing schemes for delivery of the 
bioactive material and are suitable for both veterinary and 
human applications. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0021 FIG. 1 is a graph depicting typical particle size 
distribution of micronized trehalose glass powder Suitable 
for administration by inhalation. 
0022 FIG. 2A is a graph depicting the sharp particle size 
distribution for trehalose/MWPB glass powder. FIG. 2B is 
a graph depicting the wetting of various trehalose/MWPB 
glass powders after Storage at ambient temperature and 
relative humidities. 

0023 FIG. 3 is a graph depicting the sharp particle size 
distribution for trehalose glass powder obtained by Spray 
drying in a Lab-plant spray dryer. 
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0024 FIG. 4 is a graph depicting a comparison of the 
Sharp particle size distribution for trehalose glass powders 
prepared with two different spray-dryers (Lab-plant and 
Buchi, as indicated). 
0.025 FIG. 5 is a graph depicting the release of a dye 
(Mordant Blue 9) from coformulated melt glasses of treha 
lose octaacetate (TOAC) and raffinose undecaacetate 
(RUDA). 
0.026 FIG. 6A is a graph depicting the resistance of 
horseradish peroxidase to acetone effected by drying the 
enzyme with trehalose. FIG. 6B is a graph depicting the 
resistance of alkaline phosphatase to acetone effected by 
drying the enzyme with trehalose. 
0.027 FIG. 7 is a graph depicting the effect of a glass 
modifier on the Tg of Trehalose. 
0028 FIG. 8 is a graph depicting the effect of a glass 
modifier on the Tg of maltose. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
INVENTION 

0029. The present invention comprises a solid dose deliv 
ery vehicle for mucosal, oral, topical, Subcutaneous and 
intradermal and by-inhalation administration comprising a 
Stabilizing polyol and a therapeutically effective amount of 
a bioactive material. By “Solid dose” as used herein, is meant 
that a bioactive material delivered by the vehicle is in Solid 
rather than liquid or aqueous form. It has now been found 
that Stabilizing polyols can be formulated into Solid vehicles 
suitable for drug delivery. These stabilizing polyols have 
been found to be particularly useful where otherwise dena 
turing conditions would render impossible the formulation 
of Solid dosage forms of bioactive materials. In particular, 
Such conditions include elevated temperatures and the pres 
ence of organic Solvents. 
0030 The compositions exist as solid solutions of the 
bioactive material in Stabilizing polyol-glass continuous 
phases. Previous studies have shown that in this form the 
product is resistant to high temperatures with the exact 
temperatures depending on the Stabilizing polyol used. Thus, 
the compositions can be processed as glassy melts for brief 
periods without being damaged by the processing. In the 
Same way, the Stabilizing polyol containing the product 
would be resistant to damage during Sintering with nitrate 
and/or carboxylate and/or derivatized carbohydrate and/or 
other glass-forming Substances. 
0.031 Examples of types of bioactive materials that may 
be used in the vehicle and methods of the invention include 
any pharmaceutical agents, including, but not limited to, 
antiinflammatory drugs, analgesics, antiarthritic drugs, anti 
Spasmodics, antidepressants, antipsychotics, tranquilizers, 
antianxiety drugs, narcotic antagonists, antiparkinsonism 
agents, cholinergic agonists, chemotherapeutic drugs, 
immunosuppressive agents, antiviral agents, antibiotic 
agents, appetite Suppressants, antiemetics, anticholinergics, 
antihistaminics, antimigraine agents, coronary, cerebral or 
peripheral vasodilators, hormonal agents, contraceptives, 
antithrombotic agents, diuretics, antihypertensive agents, 
cardiovascular drugs, opioids, and the like. 
0.032 Suitable bioactive materials also include therapeu 
tic and prophylactic agents. These include, but are not 
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limited to, any therapeutically effective biological modifier. 
Such modifiers include, but are not limited to, Subcellular 
compositions, cells, bacteria, Viruses and molecules includ 
ing, but not limited to, lipids, organics, proteins and peptides 
(Synthetic and natural), peptide mimetics, hormones (pep 
tide, Steroid and corticosteroid), D and L amino acid poly 
mers, oligosaccharides, polysaccharides, nucleotides, oligo 
nucleotides and nucleic acids, including DNA and RNA, 
protein nucleic acid hybrids, Small molecules and physi 
ologically active analogs thereof. Further, the modifiers may 
be derived from natural Sources or made by recombinant or 
Synthetic means and include analogs, agonists and 
homologs. AS used herein “protein’ referS also to peptides 
and polypeptides. Such proteins include, but are not limited 
to, enzymes, biopharmaceuticals, growth hormones, growth 
factors, insulin, monoclonal antibodies, interferons, inter 
leukins and cytokines. Organics include, but are not limited 
to, pharmaceutically active chemicals with amino, imino and 
guanidino groupS. Suitable Steroid hormones include, but are 
not limited to, estrogen, progesterone, testosterone and 
physiologically active analogs thereof. Numerous Steroid 
hormone analogs are known in the art and include, but are 
not limited to, estradiol, SH-135 and tamoxifen. Many 
Steroid hormones Such as progesterone, testosterone and 
analogs thereof are particularly Suitable for use in the 
present invention as they are not absorbed transdermally 
and, with the exception of a few analogs, are destroyed upon 
oral administration by the So-called hepatic first pass mecha 
nism. Therapeutic agents prepared by the methods described 
herein are also encompassed by the invention. AS used 
herein, “nucleic acids' includes any therapeutically effective 
nucleic acids known in the art including, but not limited to 
DNA, RNA and physiologically active analogs thereof. The 
nucleotides may encode Single genes or may be any vector 
known in the art of recombinant DNA including, but not 
limited to, plasmids, retroviruses and adeno-associated 
viruses. Preferably, the nucleotides are administered in the 
powder form of the Solid dose vehicle. 
0033 Compositions containing prophylactic bioactive 
materials and carriers therefore are further encompassed by 
the invention. Preferable compositions include immunogens 
Such as Vaccines. Suitable vaccines include, but are not 
limited to, live and attenuated viruses, nucleotide vectors 
encoding antigens, bacteria, antigens, antigens plus adju 
Vants, haptens coupled to carriers. Particularly preferred are 
vaccines effective against diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, 
botulinum, cholera, Dengue, Hepatitis A, C and E, hemo 
philus influenzab, herpesvirus, Hylobacterium pylori, influ 
enza, Japanese encephalitis, meningococci A, B and C, 
measles, mumps, papilloma Virus, pneumococci, polio, 
rubella, rotavirus, respiratory Syncytial virus, Shigella, 
tuberculosis, yellow fever and combinations thereof. Vac 
cines may also be produced by molecular biology techniques 
to produce recombinant peptides or fusion proteins contain 
ing one or more portions of a protein derived from a 
pathogen. For instance, fusion proteins containing the anti 
gen of interest and the B subunit of cholera toxin have been 
shown to induce an immune response to the antigen of 
interest. Sanchez et al. (1989) Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 
86:481-485. 

0034 Preferably, the immunogenic composition contains 
an amount of an adjuvant Sufficient to enhance the immune 
response to the immunogen. Suitable adjuvants include, but 
are not limited to, aluminum salts, Squalene mixtures (SAF 
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1), muramyl peptide, Saponin derivatives, mycobacterium 
cell wall preparations, monophosphoryl lipid A, mycolic 
acid derivatives, nonionic block copolymer Surfactants, Quil 
A, cholera toxin B Subunit, polyphosphaZene and deriva 
tives, and immunostimulating complexes (ISCOMs) Such as 
those described by Takahashi et al. (1990) Nature 344:873 
875. For veterinary use and for production of antibodies in 
animals, mitogenic components of Freund's adjuvant can be 
used. AS with all immunogenic compositions, the immuno 
logically effective amounts of the immunogens must be 
determined empirically. Factors to be considered include the 
immunogenicity, whether or not the immunogen will be 
complexed with or covalently attached to an adjuvant or 
carrier protein or other carrier, route of administration and 
the number of immunizing doses to be administered. Such 
factors are known in the vaccine art and it is well within the 
skill of immunologists to make Such determinations without 
undue experimentation. 

0035. The present invention encompasses compositions 
and methods of making the compositions. Although Singular 
forms may be used, more than one polyol, more than one 
biological Substance and more than one inhibitor of the 
Maillard reaction may be present. Determination of the 
effective amounts of these compounds is within the skill of 
one in the art. 

0.036 AS used herein, the term “carbohydrates' includes, 
but is not limited to, monosaccharides, disaccharides, trisac 
charides, oligosaccharides and their corresponding Sugar 
alcohols, polyhydroxy compounds Such as carbohydrate 
derivatives and chemically modified carbohydrates, 
hydroxymethyl Starch and Sugar copolymers (Ficol). Both 
natural and Synthetic carbohydrates are Suitable for use 
herein. Synthetic carbohydrates include, but are not limited 
to, those which have the glycosidic bond replaced by a thiol 
or carbon bond. Both D and L forms of the carbohydrates 
may be used. The carbohydrate may be non-reducing or 
reducing. Suitable Stabilizing polyols are those in which a 
bioactive material can be dried and Stored without losses in 
activity by denaturation, aggregation or other mechanisms. 
Prevention of losses of activity can be enhanced by the 
addition of various additives Such as inhibitors of the 
Maillard reaction as described below. Addition of Such 
inhibitorS is particularly preferred in conjunction with reduc 
ing carbohydrates. 

0037 Reducing carbohydrates suitable for use in the 
present invention are those known in the art and include, but 
are not limited to, glucose, maltose, lactose, fructose, galac 
tose, mannose, maltulose, iso-maltulose and lactulose. 

0.038) Non-reducing carbohydrates include, but are not 
limited to, non-reducing glycosides of polyhydroxy com 
pounds Selected from Sugar alcohols and other Straight chain 
polyalcohols. Other useful carbohydrates include raffinose, 
Stachyose, meleZitose, dextran, Sucrose and Sugar alcohols. 
The Sugar alcohol glycosides are preferably monoglyco 
Sides, in particular the compounds obtained by reduction of 
disaccharides Such as lactose, maltose, lactulose and maltu 
lose. The glycosidic group is preferably a glucoside or a 
galactoside and the Sugar alcohol is preferably Sorbitol 
(glucitol). Particularly preferred carbohydrates are maltitol 
(4-O-B-D-glucopyranosyl-D-glucitol), lactitol (4-O-B-D-ga 
lactopyranosyl-D-glucitol), iso-maltulose, palatinit (a mix 
ture of GPS, C-D-glucopyranosyl-1-6-Sorbitol and GPM), 
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and C-D-glucopyranosyl-1-6-mannitol, and its individual 
Sugar alcohols, components GPS and GPM. 
0039 Preferably, the stabilizing polyol is a carbohydrate 
that exists as a hydrate, including trehalose, lactitol and 
palatinit. Most preferably, the Stabilizing polyol is trehalose. 
It has now been found that, Surprisingly, Solid dose compo 
Sitions containing Sugar hydrates like trehalose lack the 
"Stickiness” or “tackiness” of Solid dose forms containing 
other carbohydrates. Thus, for manufacture, packaging and 
administration, trehalose is the preferred carbohydrate. Tre 
halose, C.-D-glucopyranosyl-C-D-glucopyranoside, is a 
naturally occurring, non-reducing disaccharide which was 
initially found to be associated with the prevention of 
desiccation damage in certain plants and animals which can 
dry out without damage and can revive when rehydrated. 
Trehalose has been shown to be useful in preventing dena 
turation of proteins, viruses and foodstuffs during desicca 
tion. See U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,891,319; 5,149,653; 5,026,566; 
Blakeley et al. (1990) Lancet 336:854-855; Roser (July 
1991) Trends in Food Sci. and Tech. 166-169; Colaco et al. 
(1992) Biotechnol. Internat., 345-350; Roser (1991) BioP 
harm. 4:47-53; Colaco et al. (1992) Bio/Tech. 10:1007-1011; 
and Roser et al. (May 1993) New Scientist, pp. 2.5-28. 
0040. It has also now been found, Surprisingly, that the 
glass transition temperature (Tg) of trehalose can be 
elevated by the addition of glass modifiers. Preferably the 
glass modifiers are proteins that comprise 0.002-50% of the 
glass modifier-trehalose mixture. Thus, the present invention 
encompasses the compositions and methods of making the 
compositions comprised of trehalose and at least one modi 
fier, wherein the compositions have TgS equal to or greater 
than the same composite glasses of pure trehalose. Suitable 
active glass modifiers include, but are not limited to, pro 
teins and other hydrated macromolecules. Suitable proteins 
include any physiologically acceptable protein and may be 
inert or a protein to be delivered therapeutically, i.e. a 
bioactive material. 

0041. It has also been found that bioactive materials 
Soluble only in organic Solvents can be dried in trehalose 
from an organic/aqueous Solvent to give a conformation that 
is now Soluble in aqueous Solvents. Methods of making the 
dried material and compositions obtained thereby are pro 
vided by the invention. The bioactive material is dissolved 
in an organic/aqueous Solvent in combination with an effec 
tive amount of trehalose and then dried. This gives a Solid 
Solution of the bioactive material in a trehalose glass which 
then readily dissolves in an aqueous Solution to give an 
aqueous Suspension of the insoluble bioactive material. It 
has now been shown that the immunosuppreSSant 
cyclosporin A (which is insoluble in water and normally 
administered as an oil emulsion) in a Solution of trehalose in 
a 1:1 ethanol: water mixture can be dried to give a clear glass 
of trehalose containing cyclosporin A. This glass can be 
milled to give a free flowing powder which if added to water 
dissolves instantaneously to give a Suspension of 
cyclosporin A in water. If the Solution dried contained a 
mixture of trehalose/trehalose octaacetate (insoluble in 
water), then the glass formed can be tailored for different 
dissolution rates by varying the ratio of the two. 
0042 Preferably, the compositions contain an amount of 
at least one physiologically acceptable Salt which effects a 
loSS of water from the composition So that at ambient 
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humidity the vapor pressure of water of crystallization is at 
least 14 mm Hg (2000 Pa) at 20° C. (molecular water-pump 
buffer, hereinafter referred to as “MWPB”) and does not 
interfere with glass formation of the Stabilizing polyol. In the 
case of powders for pulmonary administration, addition of 
an effective amount of MWPBS is particularly preferred as 
they have been found to prevent wetting and clumping. An 
effective amount of an MWPB is one which substantially 
prevents wetting and clumping. Suitable Salts are those 
described in Spanish pat. no. 2009704. These may constitute 
a buffer System or may replace a Substantial amount of a 
component of the buffer in a conventional formulation. 
Suitable Salts include, but are not limited to, ammonium 
chloride, orthophosphate and Sulfate; barium chloride dihy 
drate; calcium lactate pentahydrate; copper Sulfate pentahy 
drate; magnesium Salicylate tetrahydrate, magnesium Sulfate 
heptahydrate, potassium bisulfate, bromide, chromate and 
dihydrogen orthophosphate, Sodium acetate trihydrate, bro 
moiridate dodecahydrate, carbonate decahydrate, fluoride, 
hydrogen Orthophosphate dodecahydrate, metaperiodate tri 
hydrate, metaphosphate trihydrate and hexahydrate, Sulfite 
heptahydrate, Sulfate heptahydrate and decahydrate and 
thiosulfate pentahydrate; and Zinc Sulfate heptahydrate and 
combinations thereof. 

0.043 Preferably, if the bioactive material and/or glass 
forming polyol contain carboxyl and amino, imino or guani 
dino groups, the compositions further contain at least one 
physiologically acceptable inhibitor of the Maillard reaction 
in an amount effective to Substantially prevent condensation 
of amino groups and reactive carbonyl groups in the com 
position. 

0044) The inhibitor of the Maillard reaction can be any 
known in the art. The inhibitor is present in an amount 
Sufficient to prevent, or Substantially prevent, condensation 
of amino groups and reactive carbonyl groups. Typically, the 
amino groups are present on the bioactive material and the 
carbonyl groups are present on the carbohydrate, or the 
converse. However, the amino and carbonyl groups may be 
intramolecular within either the biological Substance or the 
carbohydrate. Various classes of compounds are known to 
exhibit an inhibiting effect on the Maillard reaction and 
hence to be of use in the compositions described herein. 
These compounds are generally either competitive or non 
competitive inhibitors. Competitive inhibitors include, but 
are not limited to, amino acid residues (both D and L), 
combinations of amino acid residues and peptides. Particu 
larly preferred are lysine, arginine, histidine and tryptophan. 
Lysine and arginine are the most effective. There are many 
known noncompetitive inhibitors. These include, but are not 
limited to, aminoguanidine and derivatives and amphoteri 
cin B. EP-A-O 433 679 also describes Suitable Maillard 
inhibitors which are 4-hydroxy-5,8-dioxoquinoline deriva 
tives. 

0.045. As discussed below, the composition may further 
contain at least one physiologically acceptable glass. Suit 
able glasses include, but are not limited to, carboxylate, 
nitrate, Sulfate, bisulfate, carbohydrate derivatives and com 
binations thereof. Carboxylate and carbohydrate derivatives 
are preferred where water Soluble glasses are required as 
many of these derivatives are slowly soluble in water. 
Suitable glasses include, but are not limited to, those 
described in PCT/GB 90/OO497. 
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0046) The composition may also be coated with one or 
more layers of a phosphate glass having a predetermined 
Solution rate. The composition may further contain other 
water Soluble and biodegradable glass formerS. Suitable 
glass formers include, but are not limited to, lactide and 
lactide/glycolide copolymers, glucuronide polymers and 
other polyesters, polyorthoesters, and polyanhydrides. 

0047. In one embodiment, the delivery vehicle of the 
invention is sized and shaped for penetration of the epider 
mis and is suitable for ballistic delivery. Suitable vehicle size 
is thus on the order of microns, preferably in the range of 1-5 
microns in diameter and 5-150 microns in length, which 
allows penetration and delivery through the epidermis to 
Subcutaneous and intradermal tissues. It will be appreciated 
that, at this size, the delivery vehicle may macroscopically 
appear to be in powder form, regardless of its configuration 
at the microscopic level. 

0048 Preferred configurations of the delivery vehicle of 
the invention are microneedles and microfibers of a Stabi 
lizing polyol glass. The manufacture of microfibers is rela 
tively simple and economical and results in Stable delivery 
vehicles comprised of the Stabilizing polyol and the bioac 
tive material. Additional Stabilizers, buffers, glasses and 
polymers may also be added as described herein. Many of 
the most labile biomolecules can withstand high tempera 
tures (e.g., 60-100° C) when stabilized by drying in treha 
lose, provided that the majority of their Surface is in contact 
with the Stabilizing polyol. Temperatures of 70° C. can be 
tolerated for over a month (Colaco et al. (1992) Bio/ 
Technology 10:1007-1011) and higher temperatures for 
shorter periods. The results presented herein show that the 
fluorescent protein phycoerythrin dried in trehalose can be 
stored at 100° C. for at least one month with no detectable 
loSS of functional activity. Other Stabilizing polyols give 
protection at lower temperatures than trehalose. The maxi 
mum temperature of protection must be determined empiri 
cally and is within the skill of one in the art without undue 
experimentation. 

0049 Providing the exposure time is limited, bioactive 
materials admixed in dry Stabilizing polyols can be heated to 
fluidize the glass which can then be drawn or Spun as a fiber 
without damage to the product. Fibers can either be drawn 
from a billet and wound onto a drum or they can be spun 
through fine holes in a rapidly rotating cylinder that is heated 
above the melting point of the glass. Being inherently brittle, 
these glass fibers can be readily crushed or chopped into 
Short lengths to form long cylindrical rods or needles. By 
varying the diameter of the fibers produced, needles can be 
formed which vary from micro to macro needles, i.e., from 
thicknesses of a few microns to fractions of a millimeter. It 
has been found that cotton candy machines are Suitable for 
use in preparing the microfibers. Although the optimal 
conditions must be determined empirically for each Stabi 
lizing polyol, Such determinations are well within the skill of 
one in the art. 

0050. The microfibers prepared in accord with the prin 
ciples of the present invention, have a relatively high aspect 
ratio, i.e., length compared to diameter, preferably in the 
range of 1-5 microns in diameter and 5-150 microns in 
length. This high aspect ratio provides for enhanced “end 
on' penetration upon ballistic delivery, by the tendency of 
the microfibers to lineup parallel to the barrel of the ballistic 
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microinjector, described in more detail below. Longer mac 
rofiberS may be injected using conventional impact ballistic 
devices or by trocar. 
0051 Alternative preferred embodiments of the delivery 
vehicle include uniform microSpheres, preferably with a 
narrow size distribution. This configuration is particularly 
useful when increased control of the depth of penetration of 
the delivery vehicle is desirable. Such control would be 
useful, for example, for intradermal delivery of vaccines to 
the basal layer of the epidermis, to bring antigen into 
proximity to the Langerhans cells of the Skin to induce 
optimal immune responses. 

0.052 To prepare microspheres of the present invention, 
Several methods can be employed depending upon the 
desired application of the delivery vehicles. Suitable meth 
ods include, but are not limited to, Spray drying, freeze 
drying, air drying, vacuum drying, fluidized-bed drying, 
milling, co-precipitation and critical fluid extraction. In the 
case of Spray drying, freeze drying, air drying, Vacuum 
drying, fluidized-bed drying and critical fluid extraction; the 
components (stabilizing polyol, bioactive material, buffers 
etc.) are first dissolved or Suspended in aqueous conditions. 
In the case of milling, the components are mixed in the dried 
form and milled by any method known in the art. In the case 
of co-precipitation, the components are mixed in organic 
conditions and processed as described below. Spray drying 
can be used to load the stabilizing polyol with the bioactive 
material. The components are mixed under aqueous condi 
tions and dried using precision nozzles to produce extremely 
uniform droplets in a drying chamber. Suitable Spray drying 
machines include, but are not limited to, Buchi, NIRO, APV 
and Lab-plant Spray driers used according to the manufac 
turer's instructions. A number of carbohydrates are unsuit 
able for use in Spray drying as the melting points of the 
carbohydrates are too low causing the dried materials to 
adhere to the Sides of the drying chamber. Generally, car 
bohydrates with a melting point of less than the Spray drying 
chamber are unsuitable for use in Spray drying. For example, 
palatinit and lactitol are not Suitable for use in Spray drying 
under conventional conditions. A determination of Suitable 
carbohydrates can thus be made on known melting points or 
determined empirically. Such determinations are within the 
skill of one in the art. 

0.053 An alternative method for manufacturing micro 
Spheres as delivery vehicles in accord with the present 
invention is to prepare a uniform acqueous/organic phase 
emulsion of the bioactive material in a Solution of the 
Stabilizing polyol as the aqueous phase and the glass former 
in the organic phase. This is followed by drying of the 
emulsion droplets to form a solid solution of the bioactive 
material and Stabilizing polyol in an amorphous matrix of 
the glass former. In a modification of this method, the 
emulsion may be formed from the bioactive compound in 
solid solution in the stabilizing polyol and two different 
polymers dissolved together in one Solvent, or dissolved into 
two separate solvents. The solvent(s) are then removed by 
evaporation to yield double or multi-walled microSpheres. 
Suitable methods for making multi-Walled microSpheres are 
described, for instance, in Pekarek et al. (1994) Nature 
367:258-260; and U.S. Pat. No. 4,861,627. 

0.054 The bioactive material can also be dried from an 
organic Solution of the Stabilizing polyol and the bioactive 
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material to form a glass containing homogeneously distrib 
uted bioactive material in Solid Solution in the polyol glass. 
These glasses can then be milled and/or micronized to give 
microparticles of homogeneous defined sized. 
0055. The bioactive material and the stabilizing polyol 
can also be co-precipitated to give high quality powders. 
Co-precipitation is performed by Spraying, for instance with 
an air brush, the bioactive material and Stabilizing polyol 
and/or glass former into a liquid in which neither dissolves, 
Such as ice-cold acetone. 

0056. The invention also encompasses hollow fibers for 
delivery of bioactive materials. By drawing down a heated 
hollow billet, fine hollow needles can be formed. These can 
be made to contain a finely powdered Stabilized compound 
by introduction of the fine powder during the melting and 
drawing down process. The hollow fiber can also be made of 
thermoplastic, organic polymer and/or carbohydrate and/or 
derivatized carbohydrate glass which may itself be water 
soluble or biodegradable. 
0057. An alternative embodiment of the delivery vehicle 
in the invention comprises a hollow vehicle comprised of 
water Soluble glass or plastic which is filled and optionally 
coated with Stabilizing polyol glass and the bioactive mate 
rial. Fine hollow fibers of water-Soluble inorganic or organic 
glasses can be drawn from a hollow billet and a finely 
powdered Stabilizing polyol-bioactive material can be incor 
porated into the lumen of the billet, and therefore of the fiber, 
during the process. Alternatively, hollow needles of these 
glasses may be filled by allowing capillarity to draw up 
Suspensions of the finely powdered bioactive Substance in a 
Volatile organic Solvent which is Subsequently removed by 
evaporation leaving the needle filled with the bioactive 
Substance. In a modification of this method, incorporation of 
a Soluble glass former in the organic Solvent phase will result 
in the needle being filled with the bioactive substance in 
Solid Solution in the glass former. 
0058. In another embodiment of the invention, coformu 
lations of Stabilizing polyol glass and other water Soluble 
materials are included. For example, coformulations of 
Stabilizing polyol glass with water-Soluble glasses Such as 
phosphate glasses (Pilkington Glass Company) or biode 
gradable plastics Such as lactide or lactide/glycolide copoly 
mers will yield a more slowly eroding vehicle for delayed 
release of the bioactive material. A finely powdered stabi 
lizing polyol glass/bioactive material can be intimately 
mixed with a finely powdered carboxylate glass and co 
Sintered. Alternatively, if a metal carboxylate glass has a 
lower melting point than the Stabilized bioactive polyol 
glass, the latter can be homogeneously embedded as a 
Solution in a carboxylate glass by cooling the melt obtained. 
This can be milled to give a fine powder with solubilities 
intermediate between the rapid solubility of the stabilizing 
polyol and the slow Solubility of the carboxylate glass. 

0059 Alternate coformulations include the use of a 
homogeneous Suspension of the finely powdered bioactive 
material/stabilizing polyol mixture encapsulated in a car 
boxylate glass by drying from an organic Solution of the 
carboxylate to form the carboxylate glass. This can be 
ground to give a fine powder which would have the rapidly 
dissolving Stabilizing polyol glass containing the encapsu 
lated bioactive material entrapped within a slow dissolving 
carboxylate glass (i.e., a conventional slow-release System). 
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Pulsatile release formats can be achieved either by repeated 
encapsulation cycles using glasses of different dissolution 
rates, or by mixing powders of a number of coformulations 
with the desired range of release characteristics. Note that 
this glass could also be drawn or spun to give microfibers or 
microneedles which would be slow-release implants. It will 
be appreciated that any Stabilizing polyol formulation should 
be Such that it is capable of releasing the bioactive material 
upon administration, and should not unduly effect the Sta 
bility of the material being administered. 
0060 AS discussed above, glasses of derivatized carbo 
hydrates are also suitable for use herein. Suitable derivatized 
carbohydrates include, but are not limited to, carbohydrate 
esters, ethers, imides and other poorly water-Soluble deriva 
tives and polymers. 
0061 The delivery vehicle is loaded with the bioactive 
materials to be delivered to the tissue by drying a Solution of 
the bioactive material containing a Sufficient quantity of 
Stabilizing polyol to form a glass on drying. This drying can 
be accomplished by any method known in the art, including, 
but not limited to, freeze drying, vacuum, Spray, belt, air or 
fluidized-bed drying. The dried material can be milled to a 
fine powder before further processing the material with the 
polyol glass or coformulation. 
0062) Different dosing schemes can also be achieved 
depending on the delivery vehicle employed. A Stabilizing 
polyol glass delivery vehicle of the invention can provide for 
a quick release or flooding dose of the bioactive material 
after administration, upon the dissolving and release of the 
bioactive material from the Stabilizing polyol glass. Cofor 
mulations of Stabilizing polyol with water Soluble glasses 
and plastics Such as phosphate, nitrate or carboxylate glasses 
and lactide/glycolide, glucuronide or polyhydroxybutyrate 
plastics and polyesters, can provide more slowly dissolving 
vehicles for a slower release and prolonged dosing effect. A 
booster effect can also be realized by utilizing a hollow 
water soluble vehicle filled and coated with a stabilizing 
polyol glass loaded with the bioactive material. The polyol 
glass coating loaded with the material will dissolve rapidly 
to give an initial dosing effect. While the hollow outer 
portion of the vehicle dissolves, there will be no dosing 
action, followed by a booster effect of the inner filling 
comprised of a Stabilizing polyol and a bioactive material 
when the hollow outer portion is breached by dissolution. 
Such pulsatile release format is particularly useful for vac 
cine delivery. Should multiple effect pulsatile delivery be 
desirable, delivery vehicles with any combination of layers 
of water soluble “non-loaded” materials and stabilizing 
polyol glass loaded with the bioactive material can be 
constructed. 

0.063. The delivery of more than one bioactive material 
can also be achieved using a delivery vehicle comprised of 
multiple coatings or layers of the Stabilizing polyol loaded 
with different materials or mixtures thereof. Administration 
of the solid dose delivery vehicle of the present invention 
can be used in conjunction with other conventional therapies 
and coadministered with other therapeutic, prophylactic or 
diagnostic Substances. 
0064. The invention further encompasses methods of 
delivery. Suitable delivery methods include, but are not 
limited to, topical, transdermal, transmucosal, oral, gas 
trointestinal, Subcutaneous, ocular, and by-inhalation (naso 
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pharyngeal and pulmonary, including transbronchial and 
transalveolar). Topical administration is, for instance, by a 
dressing or bandage having dispersed therein the Stabilizing 
polyol glass/bioactive material, or by direct administration 
into incisions or open wounds. Creams or ointments having 
dispersed therein Slow release beads of bioactive material/ 
Stabilizing polyol are Suitable for use as topical ointments or 
wound filling agents. 
0065 Compositions for transdermal administration are 
preferably powders of microneedles or microbeads. Larger, 
macroscopic needles and beads are also provided for Sub 
dermal implantation and extended drug delivery. The par 
ticle Sizes should be Small enough So that they do not cause 
skin damage upon administration. Preferably, the powders 
are microneedles of approximately 10-1,000 microns in 
length and 1-150 microns in diameter. The powders may be 
prepackaged in Single-dose, Sealed, Sterile formats. Suitable 
methods of transdermal administration include, but are not 
limited to, ballistic, trocar and liquid jet delivery. Ballistic 
administration is preferred as it is relatively painless. Gen 
erally the delivery vehicle is accelerated in a shock wave of 
helium or another gas and fired into the epidermis. A Suitable 
device for ballistic delivery is described in PCT/GB 
94/00753. A suitable device for liquid-jet delivery is a 
Medi-ject device (Diabetes Care (1993) 1b, 1479-1484). 
Such liquid-jet devices are particularly useful with the larger 
macroneedle delivery vehicles which may also be delivered 
by the use of conventional impact ballistic devices or by 
trOCar. 

0066. Upon transdermal administration, the degree of 
penetration of the delivery vehicle can be controlled to a 
certain degree, not only by the ballistic microinjector, 
described below, but also the shape and size of the powder 
particles. For example, when a relatively uniform and lesser 
degree of penetration is desirable, microSpheres may be 
more suitable for the practice of the present invention. When 
a greater degree of penetration is desirable, a microfiber 
configuration may be preferred. Because the aspect ratio 
(i.e., length to diameter) of the microneedles is high they 
have higher masses than spherical particles with a similar 
diameter. If they can be induced to impact with the skin 
"end-on,” their higher mass will give them a higher momen 
tum for the Same Velocity and they will thus penetrate deeper 
into the tissues. When randomly orientated microneedles are 
put into a laminar flow of gas, they will align themselves in 
the direction of the air flow and in the gas-propelled ballistic 
injector this will ensure that they impact the skin at the right 
angles and thus penetrate it. 
0067. The compositions suitable for transmucosal deliv 
ery include, but are not limited to, lozenges for oral delivery, 
pessaries, and rings and other devices for vagina or cervical 
delivery. 

0068 Compositions suitable for gastrointestinal admin 
istration include, but are not limited to, pharmaceutically 
acceptable powders and pills for ingestion and Suppositories 
for rectal administration. 

0069 Compositions suitable for subcutaneous adminis 
tration include, but are not limited to, various implants. 
Preferably the implants are macroscopic spherical or cylin 
drical shapes for ease of insertion and may be either fast or 
Slow release. Since the entire implant is dissolved in the 
body fluids, removal of the implant is not necessary. Fur 
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thermore, the implants do not contain Synthetic polymers 
and thus are less likely to initiate a separate immune 
response. 

0070 Compositions suitable for ocular administration 
include, but are not limited to microSphere and macrosphere 
formulations, and Saline drops. 
0071 Compositions suitable for by-inhalation adminis 
tration include, but are not limited to, powders of bioactive 
material/stabilizing polyol. Preferably the powders are of a 
particle size 0.1 to 10 microns. More preferably, the particle 
size is 0.5 to 5 microns. Most preferably, particle size is 1 to 
4 microns. In particular for pulmonary administration, the 
preferred particle size is 2.5-3 microns. Preferably the 
powderS also contain an effective amount of a physiologi 
cally acceptable MWPB. An effective amount of an MWPB 
is one which Sufficiently reduces wetting to prevent Sub 
Stantial clumping, for instance, a 50% molar ratio of potas 
sium Sulfate. Sodium Sulfate and calcium lactate are the 
preferred Salts with potassium Sulfate being the most pre 
ferred. Atomizers and vaporizers filled with the powders are 
also encompassed by the invention. 

0.072 There are a variety of devices suitable for use in 
by-inhalation delivery of powderS. See, e.g., Lindberg 
(1993) Summary of Lecture at Management Forum 6-7 Dec. 
1993 “Creating the Future for Portable Inhalers.” Additional 
devices Suitable for use herein include, but are not limited to, 
those described in WO9413271, WO9408552, WO9309832 
and U.S. Pat. No. 5,239,993. 
0073. The following examples are provided to illustrate 
but not limit the present invention. 

EXAMPLE 1. 

Methods of Making Solid Dose Delivery Vehicles 

0.074) a) Carbohydrate Glass Microfiber Formation. 
0075) Glasses were formed by drying 20% solutions of 
either trehalose, lactitol, palatinit or GPS, containing 
MWPB and 1 mg/ml of the fluorescent algal protein phy 
coerythrin under vacuum (80 mTorr) for 16 hrs. The glasses 
were ground in a domestic coffee mill to yield a coarse 
powder which was used to fill the Spinning head of a Kando 
K1 Kandy Floss cotton candy machine (GB Patent No. 
00103/76). The motor was then Switched on and the pow 
dered Sugar glass heated at element Settings between 5 and 
9. Residence time in the Spinning head was 2-10 min and a 
continuous proceSS was maintained by constantly topping up 
the head. 

0.076 The fibers produced were ground in a domestic 
coffee grinder and the results obtained are presented in Table 
1 which shows an average of the needles produced. These 
data indicate that, with all three Sugar glasses, reduced 
element Settings result in the production of finer diameter 
microneedles. With trehalose, Setting 6 gave microneedles 
with a mean diameter of 15 microns, and Setting 9, micron 
eedles with a mean diameter of 40 microns. With GPS, 
Setting 9 gave microneedles with a mean diameter of 15 
microns. Microneedles formed from glasses containing 
buffer Salts remained dry at ambient temperatures and 
humidities. Microneedles containing phycoerythrin showed 
retention of biological activity as assessed by fluorescence. 
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TABLE 1. 

Microneedle size analysis Length (um) Width (um) 

Mean 192.60 43.35 
Standard Error 12.53 2.33 
Median 167.5 37.5 
Mode 137.5 47.5 
Standard Deviation 123.44 22.91 
Sample Variance 15237.75 524.72 
Kurtosis 16.17 2.55 
Skewness 3.35 1.45 
Range 862.5 115 
Minimum 67.5 1O 
Maximum 930 125 
Sum 18682.5 42O5 
Count 97 97 
Confidence Level (95.000%) 24.57 4.56 

0.077 b) Binary Carbohydrate/organic Mixture 
Glass Microfiber Formation. 

0078 Glasses were formed by drying a 5:1:1 mixture of 
trehalose, Sodium octanoate and water under vacuum (80 
mTorr) for 16 hrs. The glasses were ground in a domestic 
coffee mill to yield a coarse powder which was used to fill 
the spinning head of a Kando K1 Kandy Floss machine. The 
motor was then Switched on and the powdered binary 
carbohydrate/organic glass heated at element Settings 
between 5 and 9. AS with pure trehalose glasses, reduced 
element Settings resulted in the production of finer diameter 
microneedles. The binary mixture glasses can be tailored to 
yield glasses with Significantly different tensile properties 
compared to the corresponding pure trehalose glasses. Resi 
dence time in the Spinning head was again 2-10 min and a 
continuous process was maintained by constantly topping up 
the head. The results obtained indicate that variations of the 
melting points and dissolution times of the glasses and the 
resulting physical properties of the microfibers can be 
achieved by varying both the carbohydrate/organic mol 
ecules and ratios used. 

EXAMPLE 2 

Methods of Making Solid Dose Delivery Vehicles 
0079 a) Micronized Powder Preparation. 

0080 Glasses were formed by drying 20% solutions of 
either trehalose, lactitol, palatinit, GPM or GPS, containing 
an equimolar ratio of MWPB and protein, by freeze-drying 
under vacuum (80 mTorr) for 16 hrs. The glasses were 
powdered using a Trost air-jet mill. Particle size in the 
micronized powders were measured using a Malvern Mas 
tersizer laser particle sizer. The results obtained with 
micronized powders obtained from an original Solution of 
0.5 M trehalose and 0.5 M calcium lactate showed a mono 
disperse particle distribution with mean particle diameters of 
1.1 microns (FIG. 1). The powders containing MWPB 
remained a free-flowing powder and showed no change in 
particle size or clumping and uptake of water on extended 
exposure to ambient temperatures and humidities (FIGS. 2A 
and 2B). 

0081 b) Spray-dried Powder Preparation. 

0082) 20% solutions of trehalose containing MWPB salts 
and protein (phycoerythrin) were dried in a Buchi or Lab 
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Plant spray drier at a pump speed of 500-550 ml/hr and an 
inlet temperature of 180° C. Particle size was again mea 
Sured using a Sympatec laser particle sizer. The Spray-dried 
powders showed a monodisperse particle distribution with a 
Sufficiently narrow peak size distribution for effective use as 
particles in a powder ballistic device. In the results shown in 
FIG. 3, particle size analysis of a spray-dried powder 
produced by spray drying a mixture of 0.5 M trehalose and 
0.5 M calcium lactate on a Lab-Plant spray drier showed a 
mean particle diameter of 8.55 microns and illustrates the 
tight peak distribution obtained. Variation of the mean 
particle size can be achieved by varying either the compo 
Sition of the mixture to be spray dried or the characteristics 
of the Spray drier nozzle assembly used. The results shown 
in FIG. 4 provide a comparison of the particle Size analysis 
of the spray-dried powder as in FIG. 3 with a spray-dried 
powder produced by drying the same mixture on the Buchi 
Spray drier which uses a different nozzle assembly. The peak 
distribution shown in FIG. 4 shows an equally narrow range 
but the mean particle size is now 7.55 microns. These data 
show that the particles obtained by different Spray-drying 
processes are equally Suitable to provide compositions for 
ballistic delivery. Note that the ability to vary particle size 
results in compositions with different penetrative character 
istics. This is particularly important for determining intrad 
ermal or intramuscular delivery as the penetration is a 
function of particle momentum and the distribution is a 
function of the Scatter of particle size. 

0.083 c) Drying from Organic Solvents 
0084. A 50 mg/ml solution of cyclosporin A in a 1.1 
mixture of ethanol:Water, containing 20% trehalose, was 
air-dried at ambient temperature to form a clear trehalose 
glass containing cyclosporin A in Solid Solution. The glass 
was ground to give a powder, according to the method 
described in Example 1, and remained a free-flowing pow 
der at ambient temperature and humidities. Addition of the 
powder to water resulted in the dissolution of the trehalose 
and the formation of a uniform acqueous Suspension of 
cyclosporin A. 

0085 d) Co-precipitation Powder Preparation 
0086) 20% solutions of trehalose, lactitol, palatinit, GPM 
or GPS, containing MWPB and protein (phycoerythrin) 
were dried by Spraying into an acetone-Solid carbon dioxide 
freezing bath. The precipitated powders were Separated by 
centrifugation or filtration and air dried to remove residual 
Solvent. The powders again showed a monodisperse particle 
distribution and those containing buffer formulation Salts 
remained dry at ambient temperatures and humidities. 

EXAMPLE 3 

Variable Solubility of Classes of 
Carbohydrate/carbohydrate Ester Coformulations 

0.087 Various ratios of trehalose and trehalose octaac 
etate (TOAC) or two different carbohydrate esters were 
dissolved in pyridine with Sufficient water added to give a 
clear Solution. The Solutions were dried rapidly to give clear 
transparent monophasic glasses of the carbohydrate and/or 
carbohydrate ester mixes. TOAC is almost insoluble in 
water and increased amounts of the ester in the mixture 
resulted in the increased dissolution times of the coformu 
lated glass formed. 
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0088 Coformulations of TOAC and raffinose undecaac 
etate containing 1-2%. Mordant Blue (MB9) dye were pre 
pared as described above. The release rates of MB9 were 
measured by absorbance quantitated Spectrophotometrically 
and the results are depicted in FIG. 5. These results indicate 
that glasses of two carbohydrate derivatives provide differ 
ent release characteristics and that the use of two or more 
carbohydrate derivatives results in glasses tailored to pro 
vide desired release characteristics. 

EXAMPLE 4 

Protection of Proteins Against an Organic Solvent 
and Elevated Temperatures Effected by Drying in 

Trehalose 

0089 a) Protection of Horseradish Peroxidase and 
Alkaline Phosphatase Against Acetone Effected by 
Drying in Trehalose 

0090. A 0.1 mg/ml horseradish peroxidase solution or a 1 
mg/ml alkaline phosphatase/4 mg/ml bovine Serum albumin 
solution was dried in an FTS Systems freeze drier with or 
without 50% trehalose. The drier was used as a vacuum drier 
and the mixtures dried without freezing. Four times the 
volume of Solvent was added and the Solution was allowed 
to evaporate to dryneSS. The contents were redissolved in 5 
milliliters of water, and enzyme activity was assessed, in 
Serial dilution, by commercial kit reagents. The alkaline 
phosphatase kit was obtained from Sigma Chemical Co. and 
the horseradish peroxidase kit was obtained from Kirkeg 
aard & Perry Laboratories, Inc. As shown in FIGS. 6A and 
6B, the enzymes dried with trehalose were more resistant to 
acetone than the enzymes dried without trehalose. 

0.091 b) Protection of Phycoerythrin Against 
Organic Solvents Afforded by Drying in Trehalose 

0092. A 400 tug/ml phycoerythrin solution was freeze 
dried in a Labconco freeze-drier with or without 20% 
trehalose. The dried protein powder was exposed to a 
number of organic solvents for 72 hrs. The phycoerythrin 
remained fluorescent in acetone, acetonitrile chloroform and 
methanol. In pyridine, the phycoerythrin retained fluores 
cent for 24-48 hr but began wetting and lost fluorescence by 
72 hrs. In dimethylsulfoxide, the powder solubilized but the 
phycoerythrin remained fluorescent. 

0.093 c) Protection of Phycoerythrin Against 100° 
C. Afforded by Drying in Trehalose 

0094. A 400 tug/ml phycoerythrin solution was freeze 
dried in the FTS drier with or without 20% trehalose. The 
dried protein was stored at 1000 for one month with no loss 
of functional activity. 

0.095 d) Effect of Protein on Tg of Trehalose 
0096. The presence of protein in a powdered trehalose 
glass has now been found to Stabilize the glass against the 
plasticizing effected by water on pure trehalose glasses. This 
is illustrated by the results depicted in FIG. 7, which show 
the effect of water on the glass transition temperature of 
trehalose glasses with (solid line) or without (broken line) 
bovine serum albumin at concentrations of from 0.002-50%. 
This effect is not seen or is seen only partially with other 
carbohydrates, as illustrated by the results depicted in FIG. 
8 utilizing maltose. 



US 2004/0219206A1 

0097. This elevation of Tg by protein is utilized to 
formulate trehalose Stabilized protein in a pure trehalose 
glass. A powdered protein-containing trehalose glass is 
prepared as described in Example 1, added to the melt of a 
pure trehalose glass and the mixture immediately quenched 
to give the trehalose-stabilized protein powder in a Solid 
Solution in a pure trehalose glass. This glass can then be 
further processed as described in Examples 1 and 2. A 
Similar embedded glass can be formed if an alternative 
stabilizing polyol with a Tg lower than that of trehalose is 
used to form the pure Sugar glass, which again allows this 
glass to be melted and used below the melting point of the 
powdered, Stabilized-protein glass to be embedded. For 
example, palatinit glasses melt at 60-70° C. at which tem 
perature the protein-Stabilized powder is Still a glass and the 
trehalose-stabilized protein glass can thus be encapsulated in 
the palatinit glass melt by Simply mixing and quenching. 

EXAMPLE 5 

Preparation of Bioactive Material/stabilizing Polyol 
Compositions 

0.098 a) Microparticles of trehalose containing MB9 
were prepared by Spray drying as described in 
Example 2b. The solution dried contained 0.39 M 
trehalose and 0.14M calcium lactate and 0.5% MB9. 
These particles were coated by adding them to a 
Saturated Solution of Zinc palmitate (ZnCl) in tolu 
ene and cooling from 60° C. to 30° C. This deposited 
a layer of ZnCls on the particles which were then 
filtered under pressure to remove the excess ZnCl, 
washed with acetone and air-dried. The resulting 
powder remained unwetted in water for at least three 
days (the particles floated in the water without sink 
ing or releasing MB9 and thereafter slowly released 
dye into the water). Thus, otherwise water soluble 
powderS may be made water impermeable by coating 
with metal carboxylates Such as ZnCl to yield slow 
release formats. Note that the coating material is 
most likely in crystalline form and not a glass, 
therefore, the Solid phase in which the bioactive 
materials are Suspended need not be in the glass 
phase to be impermeable. 

0099 b) Coformulation of Carbohydrate and 
Organic Glasses by Evaporation 

0100 A powdered trehalose glass containing phycoeryth 
rin was added to a 1:1 mixture of Sodium octanoate and Zinc 
ethylhexanoate dissolved in an excess of chloroform and 
evaporated under a stream of N at room temperature to 
yield a carboxylate glass containing phycoerythrin powder 
in Solid Solution. The coformulated glass remained insoluble 
in water for at least 48 hrs. The phycoerythrin powder 
remained fluorescent both in the initial organic Solution and 
in the final glass. 

0101 c) Coformulation of Carbohydrate and 
Organic Glasses by Co-melting 

0102) A preformed organic glass formed by quenching a 
melt of 1:1 mixture of Sodium octanoate and Zinc ethylhex 
anoate was melted at 95 C. and a powdered trehalose glass 
containing phycoerythrin was added to the melt. The result 
ant mixture was immediately quenched on an aluminum 
block precooked to 15 C. A clear carboxylate glass formed 
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containing encapsulated phycoerythrin powder which 
retained its biological functionality as assayed by its ability 
to fluoresce. Varying the nature and ratioS of the carbohy 
drate and organic moieties in the coformulated glasses 
results in glasses with a range of slow-release characteristics 
as assessed from their variable dissolution times in water. 

0103 d) Coformulation of Carbohydrate Glasses 
and Plastics by Evaporation 

0104. A powdered trehalose glass containing phycoeryth 
rin-prepared according to Example 1 was added to a Solution 
of perspeX filings dissolved in an excess of chloroform and 
evaporated under a stream of N2 at room temperature to 
yield a Solid perspex block containing the phycoerythrin 
powder in solid solution. The phycoerythrin powder 
remained fluorescent both in the initial organic Solution and 
in the reformed Solid perspex which was impermeable to 
water even after 4 weeks. Similar results were obtained with 
polyester dissolved in dichloromethane and polyurethane 
dissolved in dimethylsulfoxide. 

EXAMPLE 6 

Preparation of Hollow Needles Filled with 
Bioactive Materials 

0105 The end of a billet of a trehalose glass tubes with 
a central cavity filled with a powdered trehalose glass 
containing phycoerythrin prepared according to Example 1 
was melted in a Zone furnace and the fiber drawn by winding 
onto a metal drum rotated at constant Speed. The hollow 
fibers formed contain the finely powdered trehalose-stabi 
lized compound and can be cut to any desired size. The 
hollow fiber can also be made of thermoplastic, organic 
glass or carbohydrate which may itself be water Soluble, and 
by varying the diameter of the fibers produced, the filled 
needles can be formed which vary from micro to macro 
needles, i.e. from thicknesses of microns to fractions of a 
millimeter. the hollow needles may be filled with any solid 
dose vehicle described herein. 

EXAMPLE 7 

Ballistic Delivery of Solid Dosage Delivery Vehicle 
0106 Powdered glasses were injected into the skin by 
propulsion at hyperSonic Speeds using a pressure Shock 
wave created by the release of compressed gas. The powder 
was held in the chamber attached to the large end of a 
funnel-shaped cavity to the smaller end of which was 
attached a cartridge of compressed gas Sealed by a mylar 
film and the hyperSonic Shock wave was generated by 
rupture of the mylar membrane. Alternatively, a timer relay 
driven Solenoid can be used to control the helium release 
which would allow functioning at lower helium preSSures. 
This is the principle used in the particle inflow gun (PIG) 
developed by Finer for transforming plant tissues. Vain et al. 
(1993) Plant Cell Tissue and Organ Culture 33:237-246. 
0107 Although the foregoing invention has been 
described in Some detail by way of illustration and example 
for purposes of clarity of understanding, it will be apparent 
to those skilled in the art that certain changes and modifi 
cations may be practiced. Therefore, the description and 
examples should not be construed as limiting the Scope of 
the invention, which is delineated by the appended claims. 
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1-14. (cancel). 
15. A therapeutic dried composition in solid dose form 

Suitable for transmucosal delivery, comprising a Stabilizing 
polyol and a bioactive agent wherein the composition pro 
vides quick release of the bioactive agent after administra 
tion. 

16. The composition, according to claim 15, wherein the 
composition is freeze-dried, vacuum-dried, Spray-dried or 
dried via critical fluid extraction. 

17. The composition, according to claim 1, wherein the 
Stabilizing polyol is in a glass form. 

18. The composition, according to claim 15, wherein the 
bioactive agent is Selected from the group consisting of live 
and attenuated viruses, nucleotide vectors encoding anti 
gens, bacteria and antigens. 

19. The composition, according to claim 15, wherein the 
bioactive agent is an antigen Selected from the group con 
Sisting of diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis, botulinum, cholera, 
Dengue, hepatitis A, C and E, haemophilus influenzae b, 
herpes virus, Hylobacterium pylori, influenza, Japanese 
encephalitis, meningococci A, B and C, measles, mumps, 
papilloma virus, pneumococci, polio, rubella, rotavirus, res 
piratory Syncytial virus, Shigella, tuberculosis, yellow fever 
and combinations thereof. 

20. The composition, according to claim 15, wherein the 
bioactive agent is Selected from the group consisting of 
pharmaceutical agents, Subcellular compositions, cells, pro 
teins and peptides, peptide mimetics, hormones, D and L 
amino acid polymers, oligosaccharides, polysaccharides, 
nucleotides, oligonucleotides and nucleic acids. 
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21. The composition, according to claim 20, wherein Said 
pharmaceutical agent is Selected from the group consisting 
of anti-inflammatory drugs, analgesics, antiarthritic drugs, 
antispasmodics, antidepressants, antipsychotics, tranquiliz 
ers, antianxiety drugs, narcotic antagonist, antiparkinsonism 
agents, cholinergic agonists, chemotherapeutic drugs, 
immunosuppressive agents, antiviral agents, antibiotic 
agents, appetite Suppressants, antiemetics, anticholinergics, 
antihistaminic, antimigraine agents, coronary, cerebral or 
peripheral vasodilators, hormonal agents, contraceptives, 
antithromobotic agents, antihypertensive agents, cardiovas 
cular drugs and opioids. 

22. The composition, according to claim 21, wherein Said 
biological modifier is an immunogen. 

23. The composition, according to claim 15, wherein the 
bioactive agent is a protein Selected from the group consist 
ing of enzymes, growth hormones, growth factors, insulin, 
monoclonal antibodies, interferons, interleukins and cytok 
ines. 

24. The composition, according to claim 15, wherein the 
Stabilizing polyol is Selected from the group consisting of 
monosaccharides, disaccharides, trisaccharides, oligosac 
charides and their corresponding Sugar alcohols, polyhy 
droxy compounds Such as carbohydrate derivatives and 
chemically modified carbohydrates, hydroxymethyl Starch 
and Sugar copolymers, or combinations thereof. 

25. The composition, according to claim 24, wherein the 
polyol is dextran. 


