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1 Claim. (C. 128-361) 

This invention relates to an obstetrical instrument 
and more particularly to an instrument for extracting 
the head of the fetus from the birth passage. 
The primary object of the invention is to safely apply 

traction power to the head of a fetus in cases of difficult 
parturition in cows to enable traction to be safely and 
effectively applied and thereby to assist delivery. 

Another object is to enable the tractive force to be 
exerted on the occipital bone which is recognized by 
obstetricians as being the point at which traction is least 
likely to result in injury and also to assure that the trac 
tive force will be exerted on the fetal head with the 
muzzle extended to simulate normal parturition. 

Still another object is to employ the self-braking ac 
tion of the slide to preserve its adjustment cable. 
The above and other objects may be attained by em 

ploying this invention which enbodies among its fea 
tures a closed flexible loop adapted to encircle the head 
of the fetus, a slide carried by the loop for movement 
therealong to contract the loop about the head of the 
fetus, and an eye carried by the loop for coupling trac 
tion means to the loop. 

Other features include juxtaposed tubular guides en 
circling opposite sides of the flexible loop, tubular legs 
carried by the tubular guides and extending longitudi 
nally therefrom along divergent paths, and a cross bar 
carried by and extending between the legs adjacent the 
ends thereof remote from the tubular guides to define 
with a portion of the loop a head snare. 

In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side view of an obstetrical instrument 

embodying the features of this invention; 
Figure 2 is an edge view of the instrument illustrated 

in Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a view of the instrument showing it in en 

circling relation with the head of a fetus; 
Figure 4 is an enlarged sectional view through the 

slide; 
Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view taken substan 

tially on the line 5-5 of Figure 4; and 
Figure 6 is a transverse sectional view taken substan 

tially on the line 6-6 of Figure 4. 
Referring to the drawings in detail, this improved head 

snare designated generally 10 comprises a length of 
cable 12, the ends of which are brought together and 
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joined by a Suitable sleeve 14 carrying an eye 16 to which 
a traction cable i8 is adapted to be connected in any con 
ventional manner. 
Mounted for sliding movement on the cable 2 be 

tween the bight B thereof and the sleeve 14 is a slide 
designated generally 20 which comprises spaced parallel 
tubular members 22 which are joined to one another in 
Substantially juxtaposed relation. Carried by the tubular 
guides 22 and projecting longitudinally from the ends 
thereof toward the bight B are divergent tubular legs 24 
carrying adjacent their ends remote from the tubular 
members 22 a cross bar 26 which defines with the bight 
B a head snare, as will be readily understood upon ref 
erence to Figure 3. Carried by and extending longi 
tudinally from the tubular guides 22 along paths which 
diverge as they recede from the tubular guides are legs 
28 which encircle the respective parts of the cable 12 
on opposite sides of the snare and carry adjacent their 
ends remote from the tubular guides 22 a cross member 
38. By encircling the opposite sides of the bight B of 
the cable 2 with the tubular guides 22 and legs 24 and 
23, it will be obvious that the slide 20 may be moved 
along the cable to cooperate with the bight B in defining 
head snares of different sizes. 

In use, the bight B of the cable 2 is introduced into 
the birth passage and placed over the head of the fetus 
with the bight resting on the superior surface of the fetal 
head over the occipital bone. The slide 20 is then ad 
Vanced along the cable and introduced into the mouth 
of the fetus or beneath the lower jaw thereof. Traction is 
then exerted on the eye 6 as by employing the cable 8 
and the fetus will be delivered with the fetal head straight 
and the muzzle extended as in normal parturition. In 
this way, injury to the fetus is avoided and difficult de 
liveries may be readily overcome. 
While in the foregoing there has been shown and de 

scribed the preferred embodiment of this invention, it is 
to be understood that minor changes in the details of 
construction, combination and arrangement of parts may 
be resorted to without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
A slide for defining with a closed loop of flexible ma 

terial an obstetrical head snare, said slide comprising 
juxtaposed tubular guides encircling opposite sides of the 
flexible loop, tubular legs carried by the tubular guides 
in encircling relation to opposite sides of the flexible loop, 
and said legs diverging as they recede from the tubular 
guides and a cross bar carried by and extending between 
the legs adjacent the ends thereof remote from the tu 
bular guides to define with a portion of the loop a head 
Sae. 
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