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My invention relates to suspensories par 

ticularly adapted to bathing suits, although 
it may have the general application. 
One of the objects of my invention is the 

5 provision of a suspensory for the interior of 
a garment, which suspensory shall be stretch 
able laterally but resistant against upright or 
longitudinal pulls. 
Another object of the invention is the pro 

10 vision of a suspensory device which shall 
have enlarged or widened ends diverging up 
wardly from the narrow crotch portion and 
connected to the waist line of the body por 
tion of the garment in order to be supported 

15 from the shoulder straps of such garment. 
A further object of the invention is the provision of a suspensory device the upper 

divergent ends of which shall be connected 
to the waist line of the garment and the in 

20 termediate crotch portion of the suspensory 
device made adjustable in length. 
Other objects of the invention will appear 

hereinafter, the novel features and combina 
tions being set forth in the appended claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, 
Fig.1 is an elevational view.partly in sec 

25 

tion of a bathing suit embodying my inven 
tion; 

Fig. 2 is a side view, a part of which is in 
30 sectional elevation; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of an adjustable 
suspensory device detached from the gar 
ment with which it is intended to be used; 
and 

Fig. 4 is a front view of the crotch portion 
of a suspensory device with hands applied to 
illustrate the lateral stretching of the mate 
rial of the suspensory device. 
As shown in Fig. 1, the body portion 5 of 

a bathing suit is provided with upper shoul 
der straps 6, 6, and with openings at 7, 7. 
The skirt portion 8 may be of any length de 
sired. At the waist line 9 is secured by means 
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of suitable stitching a trunk or trousers por 
45 tion of the bathing suit, such trunk or trous sers portion being designated 10 in Figs, 1 

and 2 and provided with openings 11, 11 for 
the legs of the person wearing the bathing 
suit. 5.W. the openings 11, 11 is a gusset 

50 12, which extends along the crotch. The up 

per ends of the gusset 12 may extend to the 
waist line at the front and at the rear. 
The suspensory device shown in perspec 

tive in Fig. 3 may comprise two sections 13 
and 14, the upper end of each of which is 
Spread out or widened so as to secure elon 
gated portions 15 and 16 for connection as by 
stitching to the upper edge of the trousers. 
or trunkportion 10 and the waistline 9 of the 
body portion 5 of the garment. The mate 
rial of which the sections 13 and 14 is pref 
erably composed is recessed longitudinally, 
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such as cloth or woolen goods or ribbed cot. 
ton goods which shall be stretchable later 
ally But adapted to resist longitudinal pulls. 
Such stretchingis illustrated in Fig. 4, where 
the hands 17, 17 of the person putting on the . 
garment may apply his fingers in such a man 
ner as to secure widening at the crotch to se 
cure a comfortable fit. Suitable supports 18, 
18 may be provided at the lateralledges of the 
sections 13 and 14 of the suspensory device. 
The vertical ribbing is illustrated by the up 
right lines 19 in the various views. 
While the sections 13 and 14 may be in 
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tegral or in one piece, I prefer to make them. 
in two pieces and button them together as 
illustrated in the drawings. For this pur 
pose reinforcing straps 20, 20 may be pro 
vided on the forward end or front end of the 
narrow crotch portion of the section 13 and 
buttonholes provided as indicated at 21, 21. 
Buttons, four of which are shown at 22, 22 
in Fig. 1, may be secured to the front nar 
row portion of the section 14. It can readily 
be seen that the length of the suspensory de 
vice may be adjusted according to whether 
the upper buttonholes 21 are secured to the 
upper or lower buttons 22. 

prefer to have the adjusting means be 
tween the sections 13 and 14 so arranged that 
when the sections are buttoned together the 
suspensory device will be fastened above the 
gusset 12, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2. By rea 
son of the laterally stretchable nature of the 
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suspensory device a comfortable fit may be . 
secured at the crotch and the connection with 
longitudinal pulls between the ends of the 
suspensory device will be resistant. By rea 
son of the diverging or widened upper ends. 
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of the sections 13 and 14 the pull from the 
body portion 5 of the garment will be dis 
tributed over a wide range at the waist line 9, 
and furthermore such diverging ends of the sections 13 and 14 will provide supports for 
the suspensory device from the shoulder 
straps 6, 6. r 
From the foregoing it will be seen that all 

of the parts of the bathing suit including the 
suspensory device may be permanently held 
together by stitching at the waist line 9. 
Prior to putting on the garment the sections 
13 and 14 of the suspensory device may be 
buttoned together at the adjustment desired 
When putting on the garment the feet and 
legs may be placed through the neck opening 
23 and inserted through the openings 1111 
of the trunk 10 and the body portion 5 pulled 
up, the arms inserted through the openings, 
the shoulder straps 6, 6 adjusted to the proper 
REA and the suspensory device finally 
tted into comfortable position as illustrated 

in Fig. 4, with the skirt portion 8 of the bath 
ing suit and the trunk 10 including the gus 
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9. While, as above explained, the longitudi 
nal ribbing of the ribbed portions 13 and 14 
will resist the pulls from the shoulder straps 
6, 6 without any discomfort, the connections 
of the upper ends of the sections 18 and 14.9f 
the s isory device will be widely distrib 
uted at the waist line 9. 

Obviously those skilled in the art may make 
various changes in the details and arrange 
ment of parts without departing from the 
spirit d scope of the invention as defined 
by the claims hereto appended, and I desire 
therefore not to be restricted to the precise 
construction herein disclosed. 
Having thus fully described and shown an 

embodiment of my invention, what I desire 
to secure by Letters Patent of the United 
States, is: 

1. In a bathin 
a body portion 
a suspensory device diverging upwardly from 
both ends of the crotch, and means securing 
the ends of such suspensory device to the body 
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suit, the combination with 

portion adjacent the waist line to secure sup 
port from said shoulder straps. 

2. In a bathing suit, the combination with 
50 

an upper body portion having shoulder. 
straps, of a lower trunk portion having its 
upper waist edge secured to said body por: 
tion to form substantially a continuation of 
said body portion, a suspensory device di 
verging upwardly from the crotch portion 
and being attached both at the front and at 
the rear to said trunk, and body portion sub 

60 stantially at said waist. edge to secure sup 
port from said shoulder straps. 

3. In a bathing suit, the combination with 
a body portion having shoulder straps and 
a trunk portion, of a suspensory strap se 

Bs cured to said parts at the waist line thereof 
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set 12 suspended freely from the waist line. 

aving shoulder straps, of 
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to secure support from said shoulder straps 
and constructed to yield to lateral stretching 
but to resist-longitudinal PE and means 
for adjusting the length of such suspensory 
strap. 

4. In a bathing suit, the combination with 
a body portion, of a trunk permanently se 
cured to the body portion at the waistline, 
said trunk having a gusset at the crotch be 
tween the openings for the legs of the person 
wearing the suit, and a suspensory strapper 
manently secured at its upper ends to said 
body portion approximately at the waist line, 
the said strap being divergent from the crotch 
portion for securing to said body portion of 
the suit with the crotch portion of the strap 
spaced above said gusset. 

5. In a bathing suit, the combination with 
a body portion having shoulder straps, of a 
trunk having a gusset at the crotch and per 
manently secured to said body portion at the 
waist line, and a suspensory strap having a 
narrow crotch portion and widened upper 
ends secured to said trunk and body portion 
at said waist line with the said crotch portion 
spaced above said gusset. 

6. In a bathing suit, the combination with 
a body portion having shoulder straps, of a 
trunk secured to said body portion and hav 
ing a gusset, and a suspensory strap within 
said trunk and spaced above said gusset, said 
suspensory strap being arranged at its upper 
ends to extend under vertical lines from the 
said shoulder straps, and said strap being 
composed of ribbed cloth to resist longitudi 
nal pulls from the shoulder straps but yield 
ing to lateral stretching at the crotch. 

7. In a bathing suit, the combination with 
a body portion having shoulder straps, of 
a trunk portion secured thereto at the waist 
line, and a suspensory strap secured to the 
said body portion at such waist line to sus 
pend the same from said shoulder straps, and 
spaced above the crotch portion of said trunk, 
said strap comprising two pieces each having 
widened upper ends and overlapping adjust 
ably connected narrow lower ends in front of 
the crotch, and each piece being of ribbed 
cloth to resist longitudinal pull from the 
shoulder straps but yielding to lateral 
stretching while being adjustably connected 
at the crotch. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification on this 16th day of 
April, A. D. 1929. 

WILLIAM L. KESSLER. 

80 

400 

OO 

O 

5 

30 


