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To enable the maintenance on a real-time basis of a
multi-level compressed index generated by the method
and means disclosed in U.S. Pat. 3,603,937 issued Sept.
7, 1971. Such index can be searched by the method and
means disclosed in U.S. Pat. 3,643,226 issued Feb. 15,
1972. Two types of operation on an existing multi-level
compressed index structure are disclosed; they are (1)
insertion of new compressed key entries, and (2) dele-
tion of existing compressed key entries Both operations
(1) and (2) begin at the lowest index level and proceed
upward through the multi-level compressed index hier-
archy until the operations are complete.
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