Dec. 9, 1947. J. A. STROBL 2,432,351

BOTTLE CARRIER -

Filed Feb. 5, 1945 - 2 Sheets-Sheet 1

73‘

. INI'ENTOR,

4. Hed..




Dec. 9, 1947. - . J. A, STROBL v 2,432,351
' BOTTLE GARRIER v
Filed Feb. 5, 1945 2 Sheets—Sheet 2

1

§

ke ZVEN?Q :
1y l/ﬁ._/»é&« )
A L

v




Patented Dec. 9, 1947

2,432,351

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
2432,351
BOTTLE CARRIER
John A, Strobl; Louisville, Ky;; assighoir to Reyh<
olds' Metals Company; Richinond, Vai, a cob=
poration of Delaware

Application February 5, 1945, Serial No. 576,299

5 Claims.
1

The object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a bottlé carrier, as for examiple, for six bev-
erage bottles, which may be made of staiiiped
sheet metal of relatively light gatige, atuminuin
being preferred, which will he vefy inexpersive
in construetion, and. which Wwill: incorpordte a
handle member so associated with tWo shelf mem-
bers as to securely hold the bottles by pivotal
clamping movements of the shelf members.

The invention will be described with reference
to the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating an
embodiment of the invention.

Figure 2 is an end elevation, and

Figure 3 is a side elevation.

Referring to the drawings, it will be seen that
my bottle carrier consists of a central handle-
frame member generally indicated at | and which
may be formed from an aluminum alloy strip bent
into rectangular formation, the ends of the strip
being welded or otherwise secured together as at
{X. To strengthen the handle member, areas
thereof may be stamped in channel formation as
indicated at i1xx,

The horizontal lower section of the handle
member may have a longitudinal extending rib
as shown at 2, this rib not only reinforcing the
section but serving as a stop or separation bead
for the two rows of bottles.

Pivoted to the handle frame are two shelf mem-
bers, 3, 83X, These shelf members are of like con-
struction, each member consisting of a vertical
wall formed by a sheet which is horizontally bent
at its lower margin to form s shelf-like support 4.
Each of the members 3, at its sides is formed with
an ear § bent at right angles to receive one of
two links 6 pivoted at T to a flattened area of the
handle frame. Also, at its lower margin, each
member 3 is provided with similar ears 5% piv-
otally secured to a pair of links 8 which in turn
are pivoted at 9 to a lower area of the handle
frame.

It will be understood that the vertical plate-
like walls of each shelf member may be ribbed
by a stamping operation in order to strengthen
the member. And it will be noted that at their
upper edges these members are bent over upon
themselves at 10 for purposes of remforcement
and to avoid sharp edges.

When the device is ready for the reception of
bottles, the members 3 will be separated to ap-
proximately the position of Figure 1 and the bot-
tles may be dropped into position by the custom-
ary overhead loading devices. When the bottles
are located within the holder, their bottom will
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rést o1 the shelf afeds 4. Onee the supbport is
withdrawn from these areas by lifting the carriet,
the 1648 gt thé base of each pivoted shelf member
will 46t uport the pivoted liriks 6 4nd 8 50 that the
two Fows of bottles will be brotight toward each
other an¢d they will be held in clamped and secure
position within the holder with the rib oF bead 2
separating the two rows. The bottles thus will be
engaged between the side members 3, 3% and the
central rib Z, after the space between the two side
walls and between each side wall and the central
rib has been narrowed by the downward move-
ment of the horizontal areas 4.

When the device with the bottles carried there-
by is deposited upon a table or other support, the
bottles will again be released from the clamping
action and may freely be removed.

It should be noted that in construing the device
the vertical sections 3, 3% and the rib 2 must be
spaced sufficiently to permit the bottles not to be
impeded in their downward movement before
reaching the clamping position.

It will be understood that various modifications
may bhe made in the form and arrangement of
the elements illustrated in the embodiment shown
and described herein, what I claim and desire to
secure by Letters Patent being as follows:

I claim:

1. A bottle carrier comprising a handle frame
having a top handle portion and vertical spaced
side members and a horizontal base, opposed
clamping-shelf members each consisting of a
vertical section and an angularly bent lowermost
shelf section projected toward the base of the
handle member, and upper and lower pairs of
links at each side of the handle member and
pivoted thereto and to the clamping shelf mem-
bers, whereby, when the device is elevated by the
handle member, the weight of two rows of bottles,
one row of bottles being carried by each clamping
shelf member, causes the clamping shelf mem-
bers to be moved toward each other.

2. A bottle carrier comprising a handle mem-
ber having spaced vertical side members and 'a
horizontal base, opposed clamping-shelf members
edach consisting of a vertical seetion and an
angularly bent lowermost shelf section projected
toward the base of the handle member, and links
at each side of the handle member and pivoted
thereto and to the clamping-shelf members
whereby, when the device is elevated by the
handle member, the weight of two rows of bottles,
one row of bottles being carried by each clamp-
ing-ghelf member, causes the clamping-shelf
members to be moved toward each other, said
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handle member consisting of a strip of metal
bent into rectangular formation and provided
with two opposed sets of flat wall areas for the
pivotal reception of the links, the handle member
being ribbed at other areas for reinforcement. -

- 3. A bottle carrier comprising a handle member
having spaced vertical side members and a hori-
zontal base, opposed clamping-shelf members
each consisting of a vertical section and an
angularly bent lowermost shelf section projected
toward the base of the handle member, and links
at each side of the handle member and pivoted
thereto- and to the clamping-shelf members,
whereby, when the device is ‘elevated by the
handle member, the weight of two rows of bottles,
one row of bottles being carried by each clamp-
ing-shelf member, causes the clamping-shelf
members to be moved toward each other, said
handle member consisting of a strip of metal bent
into rectangular formation and provided with
two opposed sets of flat wall areas for the pivotal
reception of the links. :

4, A bottle carrier comprising a handle member
having a top handle portion and spaced vertical
side members and a horizontal base strip at the
bottom of the carrier and extending between the
side members, opposed clamping-shelf members
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having upper and lower ears at each of their-side
edges, and upper and lower pairs of links extend-
ing between and pivoted to the side members of
the handle member and to the upper and lower
ears of the shelf members, whereby when the
carrier is elevated. by the handle member the
weight of bottles supported by said shelf members
causes -the shelf members to be brought toward
each other and to clamp the bottles in the carrier.

5. A bottle carrier constructed in aecordance
with claim 3 in which the base portion of the
handle member has a longitudinal upwardly pro-
jeeting spacing ridge therealong serving to keep
apart bottles disposed on- the shelf members on

opposite sides of the ridge.

JOHN" A, STROBL.
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