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1. 

This invention relates to a token or like dis 
pensing device, and in particular relates to a 
token-dispensing device for use in games of 
amusement. 

Heretofore dispensing devices have been pro 
vided for dispensing tokens, such as coins, trans 
portation checks, etc. These, however, have usu 
ally been of a type utilizing tube and a spring 
pressed plunger for feeding the tokens toward a 
dispensing opening of the tube, and tokens were 
required to be removed by manually sliding the 
Same through said opening. Such devices in ad 
dition to being relatively expensive to manufac 
ture are unsatisfactory for use in playing games 
of chance, such as “bingo,' 'lotto,' or the like, 
in which discs or tokens are played on numbers 
or other characters on a playing surface in sub 
stantially quick succession. 
One object of this invention is to provide a sim 

ple token-dispensing device which is operable in 
One hand to dispense tokens one at a time, in 
quick succession, and which, therefore, is par 
ticularly adaptable for use in overcoming the fore 
going objections of the prior art devices. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved token dispensing device having a 
minimum of Separate parts, thereby making it 
inexpensive to manufacture. 

These and other objects of the invention will 
be manifest from the following brief description, 
and the accompanying drawings. 
Of the accompanying drawings: 
Figure 1 is a vertical cross-section through a 

token-dispensing device embodying the invention. 
Figure 2 is a Side elevation of the dispensing 

tube. 
Figure 3 is a Side elevation of the plunger there 

for. 
Figure 4 is a greatly enlarged fragmentary 

Cross-section of the lower or dispensing end of 
the device shown in Figure 1, but illustrating the 
same in operation to dispense a token, 

Figure 5 is a side elevation, partly broken away 
and in Section and Corresponding to Figure 1, 
of a modified form of token dispensing device, 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral des 
ignates a dispensing tube formed of hard plastic, 
or other resilient or elastic material, and adapted. 
to receive therein a stack of disks or tokens ff, 

. Interiorly of the tube, adjacent the lower 
or (dispensing end thereof, may be integral an 
nular rib portions or projections 2 for engage 
ment by the edge portions of lowermost discs of 
the stack to retain the stack in the tube. 

Peripherally spaced slots f3, 3 may extend 
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2 
longitudinally from the dispensing end of the 
tube, so that the end portions of the tube may 
expand outwardly against the inherent resiliency 
or elasticity of the material thereof, these slots 
also making the rib. 2 discontinuous to provide 
the projections referred to above. The token 
engaging inner face 2a of the rib 2 may be 
sloped longitudinally outwardly and radially in 
wardly of the wall of the tube, providing a cam 
action to facilitate urging the tokens cutwardly 
through the tube, and thereby to expand the end 
portions of the tube and release the tokens past 
the inner edge portions of rib 2. The outer edge 
portion of rib 2 preferably is inwardly of the 
end of the tube to provide a recess 4 of depth 
substantially equal to the thickness of one (or 
more) of the tokens, for a purpose to be described 
later. 

Provided to be slidable in dispensing tube 9 
may be a hollow cylindrical plunger 5, prefer 
ably of the same material as the tube, which is 
open at one end and closed at the other, the Open 
end of the plunger being engageable with the 
end of the stack of tokens opposite the dispens 
ing opening. An outwardly projecting annular 
bead 7 is provided at the open end of the plung 
er, the outer periphery thereof being of Substan 
tially greater diameter than the interior diameter 
of tube, 0, and peripherally spaced slots 6 may 
extend longitudinally from the open end of the 
plunger, whereby the plunger will be retained in 
the tube by contraction of its slotted end portion 
against the inherent resiliency of the material 
thereof (see Figure 1). 

In the use of the device described above, as for 
dispensing tokens for playing the game of 
"bingo,' a stack of the tokens is inserted in tube 
O from the plunger end thereof so that it is re 

tained therein by the outermost token engaging 
the sloped inner surface 2a of annular retain 
ing rib 2, and then the plunger is inserted in the 
tube so that the open end of the plunger engages 
the other-end of the stack, as shown in Figure 1. 
The user or operator may then grip the tube 
in the curved fingers of one hand so that the 

closed end of plunger 5 is engageable by the 
thumb. By holding the dispensing end of tube 

against surface S as shown in Figure 4, and 
applying thumb pressure to plunger f5 and the 
stack of tokens, the outermost token is forced 
past the retaining rib 2 onto surface S (see low 
ermost chain-dotted token in Figure 4). The 
limited depth of recess 4 prevents release of more 
than one token at a time as long as the tube is 
held against surface S, the Second lowermost 
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token being urged inwardly by the sloping surface 
2a of rib f2 as the slotted end portions of tube 
0 automatically contract to normal condition as 
shown in full lines in Figure 1. The foregoing 
token-dispensing operation may be repeated in 
quick succession to place a series of tokens on Sur 
face S, as desired, as for example, as numbers are 
called in a game (see chain-dotted lines in Fig 
lure 1). 

In the modified form of the invention shown in 
JFigure 5, the tube 20 is like tube 0 in Figure 1, 
except that a band 20d of elastic or resilient na 
terial, such as rubber, is provided around the 
outer periphery of the slotted end of the tube. 
Thus in dispensing tokens 2, as previously de 
scribed in connection with Figure 1, they are 
urged outwardly against the yielding resiliency 
or elasticity of band 20a. The plunger 25 is sub 
stantially like plunger 5, except that bead 7 (see 
Figures 1 and 3) is omitted, the expansible slotted 
end being yieldingly held in frictional engage 
ment with the inner surface of tube 20 by means 
of a disc or block 25a retained inside the tube ad 
jacent said slotted end thereof. 
The use of the device of Figure 5 is otherwise 

as described in Connection. With Figures 1 to 4. 
Other modifications of the invention may be 

resorted to without departing from the spirit 
thereof or the scope of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A token or like dispensing device, compris 

ing a hollow casing having a dispensing opening 
at one end and an opening at the other end for 
receiving tokens or the like in the casing in 
stacked relation, yieldingly releasable means at 
the dispensing end of said casing for engaging 
about the edge portions of the outermost token 
of said stack to retain the stack within the casing, 
and a plunger receivable in said other end of the 
Casing and operable at Will to apply pressure to 
the stack to urge tokens past said yieldingly re 
leasable means toward said dispensing opening, 
said releasable means being predeterminately 
spaced inwardly of said dispensing end of said 
casing to provide a recess of depth equal to the 
thickness of a predetermined number of tokens, 
whereby said tokens are releasable in said prede 
termined numbers past said releasable means into 
said recess against a surface presented at said dis 
pensing end of the casing. 

2. A token or like dispensing device comprising 
a tube formed of elastic or resilient material and 
having a dispensing opening at one end, Said tube 
having retaining portions on the inner periphery 
thereof spaced inwardly of said dispensing open 
ing for engaging about the edge portions of the 
outermost token of a stack thereof received in 
said tube to retain the stack therein, and means 
in said tube operable at Will to press the stack 
toward said dispensing end of the tube and there 
by to urge one or more tokens outwardly past Said 
retaining portions toward said dispensing open 
ing against the inherent elasticity or resiliency 
of the material of the tube and onto a surface pre 
sented at said dispensing end of the tube. 

3. A token or like dispensing device comprising 
a tube formed of elastic or resilient material and 
having a dispensing opening at one end, said tube 
having peripherally spaced slots extending lon 
gitudinally from said dispensing end thereof, said 
tube having retaining portions on the inner pe 
riphery thereof spaced inwardly of said dispens 
ing opening for engaging about the edge portions 
of the Outermost token of a stack thereOf - re 
ceived in said tube to retain the stack therein, 
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4. 
and means in said tube operable at will to press 
the stack toward said dispensing end of the tube 
and thereby yieldingly to urge one or more tokens 
outwardly past said retaining portions toward 
said dispensing opening against the inherent elas 
ticity or resiliency of said slotted end of the tube 
and onto a surface presented at said dispensing 
end of the tube. 

4. A token or like dispensing device compris 
ing a tube formed of elastic or resilient material 
and having a dispensing opening at one end, said 
tube having retaining portions on the inner pe 
riphery thereof adjacent said dispensing opening 
for releasably engaging about the edge portions 
of the outermost token of a stack thereof re 
ceived in said tube to retain the stack therein, 
the stack being depressible at will to release 
tokens from the stack outwardly past said re 
taining portions toward said dispensing opening 
against the inherent elasticity or resiliency of the 
material of the tube, said retaining portions be 
ing spaced inwardly of the dispensing end of said 
tube a predetermined distance substantially equal 
to the thickness of a predetermined number of 
tokens, whereby said tokens are yieldingly releas 
able in said predetermined numbers past said re 
taining portions into the space between the same 
and a surface presented at said dispensing end 
of the tube. 

5. A token or like dispensing device comprising 
a tube formed of elastic or resilient material and 
having a dispensing opening at one end, said tube 
having peripherally spaced slots extending lon 
gitudinally from said dispensing end thereof 
whereby the dispensing end porticn of the tube 
is yieldingly expansible, said expansible end por 
tion of said tube having retaining projections on 
the inner periphery thereof adjacent said dis 
pensing opening for engaging about the edge por 
tions of the outermost token of a stack thereof 
received in said tube to retain the stack therein, 
the stack, being depressible at will to release 
tokens from the stack outWardly past said retain 
ing projections toward said dispensing Opening 
against the inherent elasticity or resiliency of 
said expansible end portion of the tube, said re 
taining projections being Spaced in Wardly of the 
dispensing end of said tube a predetermined dis 
tance substantially equal to the thickness of a 
predetermined number of tokens, whereby said 
tokens are yieldingly releasable in said predeter 
mined numbers past said retaining projections 
into the Space between the same and a surface 
presented at said dispensing end of the tube. 

6. A token or like dispensing device comprising 
a tube formed of elastic or resilient material and 
having a dispensing opening at one end, said tube 
having peripherally spaced slots extending longi 
tudinally from said dispensing end thereof where 
by the dispensing end portion of the tube is yield 
ingly expansible, said expansible end portion of 
said tube having retaining projections on the in 
ner periphery thereof spaced inwardly of said dis 
pensing Opening for engaging about the edge por 
tions of the outermost token of a stack thereof 
received in said tube to retain the Stack therein, 
said inward spacing of said projections definings 
a recess of predetermined depth at said dispens 
ing end of the tube adapted to receive a prede 
termined number of tokens from said stack, the 
stack being depressible at will yieldingly to re 
lease said predetermined number of tokens out 
wardly past said retaining portions toward said 
dispensing opening against the inherent elasticity 
or resiliency of said expansible end portion of 



2,431,121 
5 

the tube, whereby said tokens are releasable in 
said predetermined numbers past said retaining 
projections into said recess against a surface pre 
sented at said dispensing end of the tube said re 
taining projections comprising a discontinuous 
annular rib integral with the wall of said tube, 
the inner token-engaging surface portions of said 
rib projections being sloped longitudinally out 
wardly and radially inwardly to provide a cam 
surface for engagement by said tokens to expand 
said expansible end portion of Said tube. 

7. A token or like dispensing device comprising 
a tube formed of elastic or resilient material and 
having a dispensing opening at one end, said 
tube having peripherally spaced slots extending 
longitudinally from said dispensing end thereof 
whereby the dispensing end portion of the tube 
is yieldingly expansible, said expansible end por 
tion of said tube having an integral peripheral 
rib portion on the inner wall thereof spaced in 
Wardly of said dispensing end for engaging about 
the edge portions of the outermost token of a 
stack thereof received in said tube to retain the 
Stack therein, and a hollow plunger of elastic Or 
resilient material slidable in said tube and having 
an Open end engageable with the stack at the end 
of the tube opposite said dispensing opening, said 
plunger having peripherally spaced slots extend 
ing from the open end thereof, the slotted end 
of said plunger being contracted within said tube 
to apply yielding pressure against the inner wall 
thereof yieldingly slidably to retain the plunger 
in the tube, whereby said plunger is depressible 
against said stack yieldingly to urge one or more 
of the outermost tokens past said rib portion and 
into the space between the rib portion and a sur 
face presented at said dispensing end of the tube. 

8. A token or like dispensing device comprising 
a tube formed of elastic or resilient material and 
having a dispensing opening at one end, said tube 
having peripherally spaced slots extending lon 
gitudinally from said dispensing end thereof 
whereby the dispensing end portion of the tube is 
yieldingly expansible, said expansible end portion 
of said tube having an integral peripheral rib 
portion on the inner wall thereof Spaced in Wardly 
of said dispensing end for engaging about the 
edge portions of the outermost token of a stack 
thereof received in said tube to retain the stack 
therein, said peripheral rib portion being spaced 
inwardly of said dispensing end of said tube to 
provide a recess of depth equal to at least the 
thickness of a token or the like being dispensed, 
and a hollow plunger of elastic or resilient mate 
rial slidable in said tube and having an open end 
engageable with the stack at the end of the tube 
opposite said dispensing opening, said plunger 
having peripherally spaced slots extending from 
the Open end thereof, the slotted end of said 
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6 
plunger being contracted within said tube to ap 
ply yielding pressure against the inner wall 
thereof yieldingly slidably to retain the plunger 
in the tube, whereby said plunger is depressible 
against said stack yieldingly to urge the Outer 
most tokens past said rib portion and into the 
space between the rib portion and a Surface pre 
sented at said dispensing end of the tube. 

9. A token or like dispensing device comprising 
a hollow casing having a dispensing Opening at 
one end, yieldingly releasable means at the dis 
pensing end of said casing including a retaining 
portion spaced inwardly of the dispensing end of 
the casing for engagement by one end of a stack 
of tokens or the like yieldingly releasably to re 
tain the stack in the casing, and means operable 
at Will for applying pressure to the other end of 
the stack to urge the same toward a token re 
ceiving surface presented at Said dispensing end 
of the casing and thereby to urge a predetermined 
number of tokens or the like from the stack past 
said retaining portion toward said dispensing 
Opening against the yielding action of said releas 
able means and into the space between said in 
wardly spaced retaining portion and the token 
receiving surface. 

10. A token or like dispensing device compris 
ing a hollow casing having a dispensing opening 
at one end, yieldingly expansible means at the 
dispensing end of said casing including a retain 
ing portion spaced inwardly of the dispensing end 
of the casing for engagement by one end of a stack 
of tokens or the like yieldingly releasably to retain 
the stack in the casing, and means operable at 
will for applying pressure to the other end of the 
stack to urge the same toward a token receiving 
surface presented at said dispensing end of the 
casing and thereby to urge a predetermined num 
ber of tokens or the like from the stack past said 
retaining portion toward said dispensing opening 
against the yielding action of said expansible 
means and into the Space between said inwardly 
spaced retaining portion and the token receiving 
Surface. 

MELMOTH. W. HUNTER. 
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