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8 Claims, 

This invention relates to window and blind 
structures, and particularly pertains to a facer 
board structure for Wenetian blinds and the like. 

In the installation of various types of window 
shades and blinds it is common practice to pro 
vide a Supporting structure for the upper end of 
the blind, and which structure is mounted near 
the top of the window frame. Such devices are 
Somewhat unsightly and various means have been 
used to cover these supporting elements of the 
shade or blind. A common means particularly 
useful in covering the top bar of a Venetian blind 
is to mount a facer board in front of the top 
rail and blind supports and to provide this rail 
With corner members which would conceal the 
ends of the top rail. Such structures for the 
: Inost part have been fragile in construction since 
the Structural elements are usually thin Wooden 
Inenbers winich are cut to fit and are fastened 
together by small braids or the like. It is the 
principal object of the present invention to pro 
"Wide a face board structure which includes fas 
tening fittings for the various board sections, 
and by which the fastening elements may be 
instantly gripped and held in assembled positions 
without the use of nails, screws or the like and 
which assembled structure may be readily applied 
to the top rail by detachable means whereby the 
facer board assembly may be easily placed in 
position renoved, or its parts disassembled or 
dismantled. All of such construction eliminating 
the use of fastening members other than the 
fittings which are in interlocking engagement 
With the various parts of the structure. 
The present invention contemplates the pro 

vision of a facer board of a desired length adapt 
ed to receive corner brackets detachably, and to 
which brackets and facer boards may be secured 
detachably and held with relation to the front 
face board to maintain a tight mitre joint be 
tween the boards, the structure being further pro 
Wided with other fastening means which may be 
detachably secured to the board and which will 
detachably engage the top rail to hold the en 
tire structure with relation to the top rail to 
conceal the same. 
The invention is illustrated by way of example 

in the accompanying drawings in which: 
Figure 1 is a view in plan showing the facer 

board with the top rail mounted thereon. 
Fig. 2 is a back view of a facer board assembly 

showing its various interlocking structural ele 
ments and means for applying it to the top rail. 

Fig. 3 is a view in perspective showing One of 
the facer board angle members, 

(C. 156-17) 
Fig. 4 is a view in perspective showing one of 

the top rail engaging brackets as carried by the 
facer board. 

Fig. 5 is a view in front elevation showing 
the assembled facer board. 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged view in transverse section 
-through the facer board and top rail assembly 
as seen on the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged view in transverse section 
through the facer board assembly as seen on the 
line 7-7 of Fig. 5. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, 
0 indicates a top rail which may be secured 

Within a Window frame by any suitable means, 
such as by Screws or other fastenings. This rail 
carries fittings, such as generally indicated at 

in the drawings, to support a tilt rail f2. Pul 
leys 3 are carried by the top rail and receive 
cables 4 which are led over pulley 5 and may be 
manipulated to raise and lower a Wenetian blind 
which is not here shown. The top rail extends 
horizontally and is shown in Fig. 6 as being emi 
braced by fingers 6 and f carried by a mount 
ing bracket 8. This bracket is more particul 
larly disclosed in Fig. 4 of the drawings where it 
will be seen that the fingers f6 and T have been 
struck out from a metal blank 9. The upper and 
lower edges of the blank are formed with curled 
lips 2 and 2. These lips may be formed per 
manently when the bracket is manufactured, Or 
if desired the lips may remain uncurled to be 
suitably bent by means which may be provided 
for curling the lips over beads 22 formed on the 
marginal edges of a facer board 23. 
The facer board is intended to stand edgewise 

vertically and to conceal the top rail 0 and the 
tilt rail 2 together with the connecting brack 
ets. The top rail and the tilt rail are prefer 
ably made slightly shorter than the window frame 
24 across which they are Supported. This makes 
it possible for end facer boards 25 to project 
inwardly between the ends of the rails and the 
vertical frame elements 24 of the window frame 
and into the space generally indicated at 26 in 
Fig. 1 of the drawings. The main facer board 23 
and the end facer boards 25 have contiguous 
mitred edges 27 which abut against each other. 
The boards are held in a properly jointed rela 
tion to each other by an angle fitting 28. This 
fitting is formed by two angle legs 29 and 30 
which preferably are pressed from a piece of 
sheet metal, and have marginal flanges 3 and 
32 or lips at their upper and lower edges. These 
flanges are curved to fit over the bead portions 
22 of the facer boards 23 and 25 in the manner 
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previously described for the lips 2 and 2 of 
the mounting bracket 8. 
The application of one of the angle fittings is 

particularly shown in Fig. 7 of the drawings. 
Here it will be seen that the flanged lips 3 
and 82 curl over the beads 22 of the facer bars 
and terminate within grooves 23. These grooves 
extend longitudinally of the edges of the facer 
bars and make it possible for the facer bars 
to slide endwise into position between the flanged 
lips if and 82 so that the structure may be as 
senbled completely without the use of any fas 
tenings such as screws or nails while depend 
ing entirely upon the frictional and mechanical 
engagement of the angle fittings 28 with the 
edges of the facer bars to hold them in an as 
sembled position as indicated in Fig. of the 
drawings. In most instances the board consti 
tuting the facer bars are relatively thin and 
fastening means used to secure them together at 
their mitre corners do not insure that the as 
sembled structure will be strong and serviceable, 
but on the other hand are liable to cause the 
boards to split or become unfastened. With the 
construction here disclosed the facer bars are 
engaged edgewise by the angle fittings So that 
the bars will be gripped through their most rigid 
section thus insuring that the bars will be held 
together firmly, and making it possible for the 
bar sections to be assembled or replaced without 
the use of fastening members or any special type 
of tool, and without damaging the parts of the 
structure. 

In operation of the present invention the 
mounting brackets 8 and the angle fittings 28 
are formed as shown particularly in Figs. 3 and 4 
of the drawings, and may thereafter be applied 
to the facer bars as required. As previously ex 
plained it is to be understood that flanged lips 
on the mounting bracket or the angle fittings 
might be formed so that one of them would re 
main uncurled as indicated by dotted lines in 
Fig. 6 of the drawings. After the structure is 
applied the uncurled flange 20 or 2 or a flange 
3 or 32 of the angle fitting may be suitably bent 
or curled to fit into the groove 33 in the edge of 
a facer bar and over the bead 22 in a gripping 
position. This will make it possible for the 
bracket or fittings to be rigidly clamped to the 
facer bars without longitudinal sliding movement. 

It may also be desirable to form a bracket or 
fitting with their edge gripping flanges or lips 
curled completely to their final form so that the 
elements may slide longitudinally of the facer bars 
to the desired seated position. . It is to be under 
stood that in this event the edge flanges will 
conform to and press against the edges of the 
facer bars with suficient pressure to insure that 
the brackets and fittings will be held upon the 
bars in a positive gripping action, and will thus 
maintain the structure in a rigid assembled . 
condition. 
When the elements have been interlocked the 

facer bar assembly may then be applied to the 
top rail of a-Venetian blind by sliding the fingers 

and of the mounting over the horizontal 
faces of the top rail which is disposed between 
them. It is to be understood that the fingers 
will engage the surfaces of the top rail with 
sufficient pressure to maintain the facer board 
assembly in position. However, if desired fas 
tening elements may be placed through openings 
34 in the members 6 and 7 to engage the top 

75 
rail and positively hold the brackets in position. 
It will thus be seen that the device here dis 

2,155,158 
closed is quite simple in construction and makes 
it possible for facer boards of suitable design and 
relative light weight to be quickly assembled and 
applied to the top rall of a Venetian blind or the 
like, the structure being so assembled as to in 
sure that the abutting joints between the facer 
board parts will not separate accidentally or that 
the facer boards themselves will not be split by 
the fastening means provided. It is further evi 
dent that the structure may be quickly made 
"on the job' from lengths of facer board which 
are sawed to fit the window frames, thus insuring 
that it is not necessary to construct the facer 
board assembles at a factory and then attempt 
to build them to the point of application without 
breakage. It will further be noted that the 
brackets and fittings engage the facer boards in 
a manner to insure that they will be completely 
concealed by the boards, thus producing a neat 
appearance for the facer boards. 
While I have shown the preferred form of my 

invention as now known to me, it will be under 
stood that various changes may be made in com 
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bination, construction, and arrangement of parts 
by those skilled in the art, without departing from 
the spirit of my invention as claimed. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A facer board structure or the like compris 
ing a front facer board, end facer boards having 
a mitred joint with the ends of the front facer 
board, and a rigid angle fitting disposed ad 
jacent to said joint and engaging and holding 
the two facer board Sections with their mitred 
faces in fixed abutting relation to each other, 
said angle fittings having portions lying against 
the rear surfaces of said boards and having flanges 
engaging the opposite edges of the facer boards 
and between which flanges the facer boards are 
frictionally gripped. 

2. A facer board structure or the like com 
prising a front facer board, end facer boards 
having a mitred joint with the ends of the front 
facer board, and a rigid angle fitting disposed 
adjacent to said joint and engaging and holding 
the two facer board sections with their mitred 
faces in fixed abutting relation to each other, 
said angle fittings having portions lying against 
the rear surfaces of said front and end facer 
boards and having flanges engaging the opposite 
edges of the facer boards and between which 
flanges the facer boards are frictionally gripped, 
the facer boards being formed with a longitudi 
nally extending groove along the edges thereof 
and the flanges of the fitting being inturned into 
said grooves. 

3. A facer board structure or the like com 
prising a front facer board, adapted for asso 
ciation with the top rail of a Venetian blind, end 
facer boards having a mitred joint with the ends 
of the front facer board, and a rigid angle fit 
ting disposed adjacent to said joint and engaging 
and holding the two facer board sections with 
their mitred faces in fixed abutting relation to 
each other, said angle fittings having portions 
lying against a face of a facer board and having 
flanges engaging the opposite edges of the facer 
board and between which flanges the facer board 
is gripped, the facer board being formed with 
a longitudinally extending groove along the edges 
thereof and the flanges of the fitting being in 
turned into said grooves, the flanges frictionally 
engaging the edges of the facer board in a man 
e hold the facerboard in assembled relation 

thereto. 

25 

30 

40 

5 5 

. GO 

5 



0. 

20 

25 

2,155,152 
4. In a facer board construction a mounting 

bracket, adapted to be associated with a top rail 
of a Venetian blind, said structure including a 
facer board disposed in a concealing position 
in advance of the top rail and means carried 
thereby for yieldably engaging the top rail to 
hold the board in position with relation thereto, 
said means comprising...a pair of spring fingers be 
tween which the top rail is yieldably gripped. 

5. In a facer board construction a mounting 
bracket adapted to be associated with a top rail 
of a Venetian blind, said structure including a 
facer board disposed in a concealing position in 
advance of the top rail and means carried thereby 
for frictionally engaging the top rail to hold the 
board in position with relation thereto, said means 
comprising a pair of Spring fingers between which 
the top rail is frictionally gripped, and a blade 
carrying the spring fingers and formed with 
flanges engaging the opposite edges of the facer 
board and gripping the facer board edgewise 
therebetween. 

6. A facer board construction comprising a 
front facer board to be disposed edgewise in a 
position to conceal a top rail of a Venetian blind 
or the like, a pair of mounting members carried 
by the facer board, said mounting members en 

3 
gaging the opposite edges of the facer board to 
grip the same and carrying a pair of fingers 
spaced from each other to receive the top rail, 
and facer board sections disposed at an angle 
to the front facer board and angle fittings dis 
posed in the rear of each of said sections, said 
angle fittings including a pair of blades one lying 
against the back face of contiguous facer board 
sections, each of said blades being formed with 
flanges adapted to engage the opposite edges of 
the facer boards and to grip the boards there 
between while holding the contiguous facer 
boards in assembled relation to each other. 

7. As a new article of manufacture, a mount 
ing bracket for facer boards which comprises: 
an integral piece of metal having upper and lower 
marginal flange lips whereby said bracket may 
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be adapted for frictional attachment to a facer 
board. 

8. As a new article of manufacture a mount 
ing bracket for facer boards formed of a single 
piece of metal and having angular leg portions, 
the upper Or lower edges of the leg portions being 
formed with spring lips adapted to frictionally 
engage Over the edges of said facer board, 
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