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A Of‘ BPORATION OF NEW YORK.

MLATL BOX.

Application filed April 4,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Twomas F. Murery,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at New ¥ork city, borongh of Man-
h'lttan, State of New York, have invented
certain new and useful Jmprovements In
Mail Boxes, of which the following is a
specification.

My invention relates partienlarly to the
type of mail-box commonly used in apart-
ment_houses, in which a separate mail com-
partment is provided for each tenant; the
compartments being arranged side by 51de,
in one or a number of rows and either per-
manently set into a recess in the wall or en-
closed in a suitable casing in the form of a
portable cabinet.

This type of mail-box, now ‘generally em-
ployed, is objectionable for many reasons:

The mail carrier is required to insert the
mail one piece at a time, through a narrow
slot in the door of each compartment. This
method of delivery, in addition to being very
slow and laborious, is unsatisfactory for the
reason that frequently, owing to the difli-
culty of forcing the mail through the narrow
slot, the ends of the containing envelopes
are left sticking out, accessible to tnauthor-
ized persons Who from. curiosity or more
serious motives, may readily remove the
same.

Another objection is the necessity, for the
information and guidance of the mail car-
rier, of plainly malkmﬂ each of the several
compftrtments with the name of the tenants
to whom. they are assigned. This public
display of the tenants’ naines resulfs in their
being harassed and annoyed by persons tak-
ing mdv‘mtqoe of the information to com-
munlmte wn‘h them on various subjects.

Again, as usually located, the mail com-

partment must be opened and the presence

of mail therein determined hv the sense of

touch, as it is ordinarily difficult, if not
impossible to get a view of the interior,
either by reason of the lack of light or the
box being placed too low for convenient ex-
amination.

Having in mind the for(womo and other
objections, T have produced a construction
which not only meets and overcomes them
but possesses many important advantages to
be hereinafter pointed out.

The invention consists in a mail box, com-

1921, S8erial No. 458,386,
prising a series of pigeon-holes mounted in
a frame or other structure, a main door
hinp;ed to the frame or other structure and
adapted to conceal all of said pigeon-holes,
2 series of openings in the main door cor-
responding with the pigeon-holes and coin-
eiding with the openings of said pigeon-
holes when the mamm door ig closed, a series
smaller doors fitted to the openings in
the main door and adapted to open and close
access to the individual pigeon-holes, means
for Iocking and wnlocking the main and
smaller domsﬂ and a series of receptacles
slidably fitted in said pigeon-holes and
adapted to he '\\;ithdmvm from the pigeon-
holes through the openings in the main
door when the main door is in closed and
locked condition and the smaller doors are
onened.

The invention ¢

g
O

also consists in the details
of construetion and combination of parts,
all substantially as T will proceed now more
Mlv to set forth and fmq]ly claim.

Tn the accompanying drawing, I have il-
Tustrated one form of mail-box cuitable for
carrving my invention into-effect, but I do
not wish to be understood as limiting my-
self to the same, as its employment here is
for purposes of illustration only and it may
be varied or departed from to any extent de-
sived, within the scope of the claims.

Tn the drawing—

Fig. 1, is a perspecﬁve view of a mail-
box of cabinet form, constructed in accord-
ance with my invention and showing its
uge by the mail carrier, in the delivery of
mail;

Tig. 2, is a similar view illustrating the
manner of removing the mail by a box-hold-
er, and

Fig. 3, is a detail sectional view.

Referring now fo the drawings, 1 repre-
sents a geries of “pigeon-ho]es”‘ the number

and arrangement of which may be varied in
any manner desired, according to the condi-
tions and requirements of each house, in
which the mail box is mqm]led

The construction of the “pigeon-holes”
unimportant and may be the usual sohd
wood form or the metal skeleton form, be-
g employed to serve only to support a
correcpondmg series of mail containers 2,
which as shown, are preferably thin sheet
metal hoxes, open at the top and front, and
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proportioned to be easily moved in and out
of the pigeon-hole.

This pigeon-hole case with its mail con-
tainers, may be set in a recess to come flush
with the wall or it may, as illustrated, be
encloged in an open front cabinet 3, sup-
ported from either the floor or the wall.

Closing the open front of the cabinet
there is preferablv a main hinged door 4,

in which opening 5 are formed, cm'veqnondr-

ing in number and arrfmwement and sub-
stfintml‘y coinciding in dxmoncmm with the
pigeon-ticles and of 2
mitting. . movement. .of the mail containers
outward and inward through, the said open-
ings when the main door is closed and in
locked . condition.

The main door 4
the ley to: which is carriéd by the postman
and -under- general adoption of the above

described ’rypo of mail-box, this ‘would be:

a master lrey.common to-the main door locks
of a1l of the mail cab'nﬂts

Closing each of the openings. 5 in the
main door. 4, there is.a small door 7, hinged
at-the boﬁ“om as indicated at 8, and to swing
outwardly and provided with stop lugs. 9
adapted -to engage the front-of the m‘un

door; to. check and hold the small door from:

swinging downward below the horizontal,
to afford- & support for the receptacles when
withdrawn from:the pigeon- -holes.

Each of the small doors is -provided with

a lock 10, the key to which is-carried by the
person. to whom' the box is assigned.

The small doors may bo provided with a
glass panel hut are pre ferably solid, having
only » small oponmn therein for the in-
sertion of the key to.the door lock..

In use, the pogtmfm on.arriving to deliver
tbe mail, unlocks the main door 4 and
swings it open, exposing the open .front of
the entire series of mail hoxes or.containers
as; llustrated in Fig, 1. and he.then . dis-
tr ibutes the mail for ‘the house, being guided
in locating the.hoxes of the rhﬂerenf ten-
ants. by labels -or name. plates secured on,

a bar 11, extending across the front of each
bOY at. or near: the bottom, thereof.

Tt will ‘be observed that the postman is,

not in any way hampered or inconvenienced

-in the distribution and delivery of the mail,

but r)n the oonfmvv is provided. with thﬂ
same “pigeon brﬂe type of case. 10 which. he

is accustomed ‘n handling mail. in the. post.

office.. ..

The. postman hwvuw mmn]e’re
livery of the. ,mful c]nqeq the. main donr: of
the mbmetﬂ thh is fmtomahmﬂy secnved
by..a “snap” Tock,; making it unnecessary
for him to use his key. ..

‘The.tenant or box- holder; coming along,
now for his mail, and being famlhar mth
the location of his hox o identi ving it by
the. number. of his ey, unlocka the, smail

- size suitable for per-.

- ig secured by a lock 6,

the . de-.
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door of his box, which swings down to a
horizontal plane and is thmcheld by the stop
lugs.thereon. Reaching, through- the open-
ing in the main door, e grasps the name
bar on the front of ])1‘5 box and draws the
box qutwar d, as ﬂhmti ated in Figs. 2 and 3 3,
the small door serving as a support for the
box. With the hox in the position just de-
scribed, any mail matter contained therein
is not, onlv fully -exposed either through the
open front or the open top but remdlly ac-
cessible for removal. In'thus drawing the’
bex outward through the door opening, the

remaval-of the mail i 1s not only greatly fa-.

cilitated. but the interior-of the box is fully
exposed.to view in.the full light-of that. por-:
tion of the building, in -which the: cabinet is.
located, making Jt thereby improbable, if.
not 1mpossﬂole for a person to overlook small
pieces of mail at the bottom of .the box.,

Having 1'emoved his . ‘mail, the tenant.re-.

turns the box to. propev position by pushing
it inward into its pigeon  hole and . closes
the qmall door, which, like- the main. cabinet .
door, . prei’erab]v Tocled.. by..a snap lock,
mkamrr it unnecessary, to use:the key.

Hmwng. therefore,.
tion, T claim:

1. A mail box, comprising a series of pig-
eon-holes and. a frame or, support therefor,
a main. door movahly fis ed to the frame 01'
support, a series:of, openings. ]n the- main
doow COI‘l‘CS‘pODdan‘ with -the,, pigeon- -holes
and  coinciding . with -the ‘openings . therem
when the main door is closed, a series of
smaller.doors for the openings.in the, main.
door.and serving, as closures for the pigeon-
holes, means for locking. and unlocking the.
main door and, the individual smaller. doom
a series of receptacles '%hdab}y fitted. in said
pigeon-holes and. adapted. to. be wthdmwn
therefrom through the openings in the main,
door. whep the.main door .is in closed  or
locked condition and ,the smaller dnmm are
opened, and means, for,_sum)ortmo the s small-
er doprs . in horw ntal position . to afford  a
support for:the recepfqﬂlec When W1tbdrf1WI’|
from. the pigeon-holes:

2. A mail box,, comnrmmo 4 series. of;
pigeon- hoTe and a frame or suppovt there-
for, a main dool’movablwf‘ fixed to the frame,
or qupnor‘f and Mmted to. r-onceeﬂ all of
said pigeon-holes, a series of openings.in the,
main _door, correcqmnﬂmn -with th
holes- and r*ommdmo“ with. the openmm r)f
said . mrreon—holes when , the main door iz,
closed, a series of sm‘]]let' doom hinged a*
their bottoms to the openings in the main
door to swing outwardly to afford access, 1o
the individual mrroon—ho]es Jneans for lock-

ng and un]ockmg the main door and the.i Adn-
chmdufﬂ smaller. doorQ, a series of, receptacles:
slidably, fitted . in said. pigeon-holes and
adapted to be Wlthdrawn therefrom throutrh
the openings in themain door when the main

~described my inven-.
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door is in closed and locked condition and  In testimony whereof, I hereby affix my
the smaller doors are opened, and lugs on  signature in the presence of two witnesses.
the smaller doors adapted to engage the

main door to hold the smaller doors in hori- THOMAS FRANCIS MURPHY.
8 zontal position to afford a support for the  Witnesses:
receptacles when withdrawn from the pigeon H. A. Dixon,

holes. G. A. MolxTyRE.



