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1
PROGRAMMABLE CONTROLLER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a programmable control-
ler in which overcurrent protection of an output circuit is
attained by a simple circuit configuration with general-
purpose parts.

The background art will be described by using a circuit
shown in FIG. 2. FIG. 2 shows an overcurrent detection
circuit of an output circuit of a background-art program-
mable controller using a Kelvin terminal.

The reference numeral 1 represents a collector terminal of
a dedicated IC having a Kelvin terminal; 2, an output
terminal; 3, a Kelvin terminal for detecting an overcurrent;
4, an overcurrent detection resistor; 5, a base terminal; and
6, a load. First, when a current for operating the output
circuit flows into the base terminal 5, an output current flows
from the collector terminal 1 to the output terminal 2.
Assume that the load 6 has turned low in resistance for some
reason, for example, short circuit. Since the maximum
output current is set to be up to 1 A in this output circuit,
there is a fear that the output circuit is broken due to
overcurrent if a current of over 1 A flows therein. There is
another fear that the load 6 connected to the output terminal
2 is broken due to overcurrent. To prevent these fears from
occurring, the following solution has been performed. That
is, a voltage generated in the overcurrent detection terminal
3 is detected to interrupt a current flowing in the base
terminal 5 before the current ends in overcurrent. The output
current is thus interrupted so that the load 6 is protected from
overcurrent.

In addition, in such a background-art circuit, it is not easy
to identify the condition that an overcurrent is flowing in the
output terminal 2. Although a method in which an ammeter
is mounted in series with the load 6 to identify an overcur-
rent can be considered, the configuration becomes compli-
cated and it is difficult to mount the ammeter after an
overcurrent has occurred.

In addition, a background-art apparatus uses a part in
which such a circuit has been integrated into a dedicated IC.
Accordingly, such a part is very expensive. In addition, the
maximum output current which is allowed to flow in the IC
is fixed so that there causes inconvenience that a circuit
having an output current larger than the maximum output
current cannot be used.

A background-art programmable controller has been apt
to be not only expensive but also inconvenient to use
because a dedicated IC having an overcurrent detection
function is used in an output circuit portion of the program-
mable controller.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
programmable controller which is constituted in combina-
tion of general-purpose parts so that overcurrent protection
of an output circuit can be attained without increasing the
cost.

According to the present invention, a programmable
controller comprises a power source module, a CPU module,
an input module and an output module, wherein the pro-
grammable controller further comprises an output circuit
portion provided in the output module, a current detection
portion for detecting a current flowing in the output circuit
portion, an overcurrent control circuit portion for supplying
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an interruption signal to the output circuit portion when a
detected current value exceeds a predetermined value, and
an overcurrent indication portion for operating synchro-
nously with the interruption signal, the output circuit portion
interrupting an overcurrent at the time of an overcurrent and
making the overcurrent indication portion indicate overcur-
rent interruption.

In addition, according to the present invention, a pro-
grammable controller comprises a power source module, a
CPU module, an input module and an output module,
wherein the programmable controller further comprises an
output transistor provided in the output module, a current
detection portion provided in a load current path of the
output transistor, a comparator circuit for comparing a
voltage detected by the current detection portion with a
predetermined voltage, a control circuit for interrupting
current conduction of the output transistor when the com-
parator circuit generates an output at the time of the presence
of a signal instructing current conduction to the output
transistor, and an overcurrent indication portion connected
to the control circuit for indicating interruption of current
conduction of the output transistor.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a circuit diagram showing an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a circuit diagram of the background art;

FIG. 3 is an overcurrent detection characteristic graph of
the embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a diagram showing another embodiment of an
overcurrent detection resistor for use in the embodiment of
the present invention; and

FIG. § is a schematic view of a programmable controller
according to the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENT

An embodiment of the present invention will be described
below specifically with reference to the drawings.

FIG. § schematically shows the whole configuration of a
programmable controller. A power source module 100, a
CPU module 101 and a plurality of input and output modules
102 are attached to a mounting base 103. The CPU module
101 is configured to receive an input from an input module
in accordance with the content of a user program, perform
a required operation, and control an output supplied to an
output module.

FIG. 1 shows an output transistor circuit portion of the
output module. When an input current flows into a conduc-
tion input signal 15, a base current flows into a base terminal
17 of an output transistor 14 from an output terminal 10a of
a latch circuit 10 constituted by flip-flop circuit elements.
When a load current 18 (IC) flows, a load 8 operates. The
load current 18 passes through an overcurrent detection
resistor 7 and flows into a collector C and goes out from an
emitter E of the output transistor 14. At that time, a voltage
22 (VO) is generated between the opposite ends of the
overcurrent detection resistor 7. This voltage is compared
with a reference voltage 13 (Vref) in a comparator 12 so that
an overcurrent is detected.

Next, FIG. 3 shows an overcurrent detection characteristic
graph of the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 3, a voltage VBE between the base B
and the emitter E of the output transistor 14 is substantially
fixed in a range of from 0.2 V to 0.4 V regardless of the
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current value of the load current 18. The value of a voltage
applied to the positive terminal of the comparator 12 is
expressed by (VC+VBE), but the deviation range of VBE is
ignorably small in comparison with the value of VC when an
overcurrent is detected. According to Ohm’s law, a current
flowing into a resistor is proportional to a voltage generated
between the opposite ends of the resistor if the resistor has
a fixed resistance value. This law is used for detection. The
resistance value of the overcurrent detection resistor 7 is
fixed while an overcurrent detection voltage 21 in FIG. 3 is
established. Most of overcurrents are caused by a load
short-circuit failure or the like. Accordingly, the output
transistor can be protected if the resistance value of the
overcurrent detection resistor 7 is established in such a
manner that the current flowing into the overcurrent detec-
tion resistor 7 will be slightly larger than the maximum load
current but not larger than the maximum peak current of the
output transistor 14 when such a failure is produced.

When the voltage 22 (VC) which is larger than the
reference voltage 13 connected to the comparator 12 is
produced between the opposite ends of the overcurrent
detection resistor 7, the output of the comparator 12 is turned
ON so that the output of an AND gate 11 is turned OFF and
the output of the latch circuit 10 is turned OFF. The output
of the output terminal 10a of the latch circuit is turned OFF
and the base current of the output transistor 14 is turned
OFF. Accordingly, the load current 18 ceases flowing. Here,
if the cause of the overcurrent of the load 8, for example, a
short-circuit failure is eliminated, the voltage 22 generated
between the opposite ends of the overcurrent detection
resistor 7 becomes smaller than the reference voltage 13.
The output of the comparator 12 is turned OFF so that the
AND circuit 11 is turned ON to supply an output signal to
a set terminal 10s. Because the output of the latch circuit 10
is turned ON, the base current flows into the output transistor
14 so that the output transistor 14 recovers automatically.

However, if the cause of the overcurrent of the load 8 is
not eliminated, the voltage 22 generated between the oppo-
site ends of the overcurrent detection resistor 7 is left larger
than the reference voltage 13. The output of the comparator
12 is left ON so that the output of the latch circuit 10 is left
OFF. Even if the input signal 15 is in ON state, the base
current does not flow into the output transistor 14.
Accordingly, the output transistor 14 keeps its interrupted
state and does not restore its ON state at all.

In addition, as soon as the output of the latch circuit 10 is
turned OFF, an output is produced in an output terminal 105
of the latch circuit so that an overcurrent indicator element
9 is turned ON. Thus, a user can be noticed that the output
transistor has been interrupted due to an overcurrent, and the
user can be urged to take a necessary measure.

Incidentally, a time constant circuit element may be
inserted between the output terminal 10a of the latch circuit
10 and the base 17 of the output transistor 14 so as to judge
whether a signal has continued for a predetermined time.
Thus, the output transistor is not turned OFF unless an
overcurrent has continued for a predetermined time.
Similarly, a time constant circuit element may be inserted
into the output terminal 10b.

With such a configuration, in a condition that an overcur-
rent is flowing, the cause of the overcurrent is not
eliminated, and the input signal is in ON state, the output
transistor can be automatically turned OFF, and at same
time, the production of the overcurrent state can be showed
to the user. On some occasions, the following process may
be done. That is, the overcurrent state is first indicated, the
cause of the overcurrent are eliminated, and then in accor-
dance with the situation, the output transistor is turned ON
or OFF.
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FIG. 4 shows a circuit, in more detail, for detecting a
current value for detecting an overcurrent by the overcurrent
detection resistor 7. In FIG. 4, an overcurrent detection
resistor 23 is constituted by a unit resistor of 0.01Q and a
switch 23-A connected in parallel with the unit resistor. An
overcurrent detection resistor 24 is constituted by a unit
resistor of 0.1Q and a switch 24-A connected in parallel with
the unit resistor. An overcurrent detection resistor 25 is
constituted by a unit resistor of 1Q and a switch 25-A
connected in parallel with the unit resistor. The overcurrent
resistors 23, 24 and 25 are connected in series with one
another. Each of such unit resistors of 0.01€2, 0.1Q and 12
and switches may be used in plural numbers. Thus, a
combined resistance can be established in units of 0.01€2 if
the switches 23-A, 24-A and 25-A are turned ON/OFF
properly. The overcurrent detection value can be also estab-
lished extremely precisely.

According to the present invention, in a condition that an
overcurrent is flowing and the input signal is in ON state, the
output transistor can be automatically turned OFF and, at the
same time, the overcurrent state can be showed to the user.

What is claimed is:

1. A programmable controller comprising a power source
module, a CPU module, an input module and an output
module,

an output circuit portion provided in said output module,
a latch circuit constituted by a flip-flop circuit, a current
detection portion for detecting a current flowing in said
output circuit portion, a reference voltage variation
portion to vary a reference voltage of a comparator
circuit for comparing said reference voltage with a
voltage of said current detection portion, an overcurrent
control circuit portion for supplying an interruption
signal to said output circuit portion when a detected
current value exceeds a predetermined value, and an
overcurrent indication portion for operating synchro-
nously with said interruption signal, wherein said out-
put circuit portion interrupts an overcurrent at the time
of an overcurrent, said reference voltage variation
portion varies continuously a value for overcurrent
interruption, and the overcurrent interruption is indi-
cated on said overcurrent indication portion.
2. A programmable controller comprising a power source
module, a CPU module, an input module and an output
module,

an output transistor provided in said output module, a
current detection portion provided in a load current
path of said output transistor, a comparator circuit for
comparing a voltage detected by said current detection
portion with a reference voltage,

a reference voltage variation portion to vary said refer-
ence voltage, a control circuit for interrupting current
conduction of said output transistor when said com-
parator circuit generates an output at the time of
presence of a signal instructing current conduction to
said output transistor, and an overcurrent indication
portion connected to said control circuit for indicating
interruption of current conduction of said output tran-
sistor.

3. The programmable controller according to claim 2,
further comprising a latch circuit constituted by a flip-flop
circuit.

4. The programmable controller according to claim 2,
wherein said reference voltage variation portion varies con-
tinuously a value for overcurrent interruption.
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