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This invention relates to file structures and 
more particularly to collapsible pocket files 
adapted to contain information which is readily 
accessible to the user. - 
One of the objects of the invention is to pro 

vide a collapsible pocket file which is capable of 
incorporating a number of movably intercon 
nected card elements which can be shifted fron 
a vertically stacked position inside of a conceal 
ing cover to a stepped Stacked position. Which ren 
ders individual cards easily accessible. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a collapsible card file wherein certain of the cards 
or portions thereof can be extended to points out 
side of the cover for ready perusal and Wherein. 
others of the cards are retained in a concealed 
manner Within the cover, the latter cards being 
reserved for confidential information and eXpos 
able only upon opening of the cover. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a collapsible card file wherein the Slidably inter 
connected cards can be shifted to expose most 
of then outside of the cover in Which they are 
normally carried and wherein the cards are so 
interconnected that one or more cards can be 
swung over the edge of the cover so that one en 
tire surface of the card is exposed to view with 
out interference. With the next adjacent card in . 
the stack. 

Still a further object of the invention is to 
provide a collapsible card file, such as mentioned 
in the preceding paragraph wherein certain of 
the cards are retained within the cover and are 
not swingable over the edge of the cover, and 
wherein One or more of the cards Which is SWing 
able about the edge of the cover is provided With 
a warning device to indicate the proximity of 
those cards which cannot be so swung about the 
cover and thus prevent the stack of cards from 
being forcibly disconnected. 

Still a further object of the invention is to 
provide easily assembled cheaply manufactured 
card structure which permits the cards to be 
slidably interconnected without danger of acci 
dental disconnection in ordinary use. 
The above and other objects and advantages 

of the invention will more fully appear from the 
following description made in connection with 
the accompanying drawings, wherein like refer 
ence characters refer to the Same parts through 
out the views, and, in which: 

Figure is a perspective view of the article in 
its closed position; 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view of the file 
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i is preferably foldable along a line 9. 

2 
With the cards in their stepped position and por 
tions of the cover broken away; 

Figure 3 is a rear elevational view of the de 
Vice With the cards extended and certain of them 
SWung over and depending from the upper edge 
of the cover; m 

Figure 4 is an enlarged section taken approxi 
mately on the line 4-4 of Figure 2; 
Figure 5 is an enlarged section taken approxi 

mately on the line 5-5 of Figure 3; 
Figure 6 is a fragmentary view of the cover 

ShoWing one of its inner Walls and the face of 
a stack of cards secured thereto; 

Figure 7 is a plan view of a single card; 
Figure 8 is a Section taken approximately on 

the line 8-8 of Figure 6; 
Figure 9 is a plan view of a pair of intercon 

nected cards showing an improved locking means; 
Figure 10 is a section taken approximately on 

the line O-O of Figure 9; and 
Figure 11 is a perspective view of a card con 

nector and locking element. 
in Figures 1 through 3 there is shown a cover A. 

which may be formed of any suitable material 
such as paper, leather or the like, said cover be 
iing folded upon itself and having its ends secured 
by a separable fastener 2, 

In Figure 6 there is shown a portion of the 
- COver A. Which is provided on its inner side With 
a WindoW pocket 3 having a transparent por 
tion it. The window pocket 3 is secured to the 
inner side of the cover A by means of a line of 
stitching 5. 

Also in Figure 6 is shown a file card 6 having 
a side tonguet which extends beneath the win. 
doW portion 3 and is Secured by means of the 
line of stitching 5. The card is provided with 
a pair Of Spaced elongated slots 8 and the card 

In Fig 
Ure there is shown an index card 2) which has 
slots 2 similar to the slots 8 in the cards 6. 
The card 2 is provided with a lateral extension 
22 and a pair of oppositely extending tongues 

i; 23. A fold line 24 is located between the card body 
2 and the lateral extension 22. The tongues 23 
are adapted to extend through the slots 8 in the 
first card 6 and, as shown, the widths of the 
tongues 23 are less than the lengths of the slots 
i8, thereby permitting the card 2E to be shifted 
to a stepped position relative to the card 6 as 
indicated in Figure 6. As shown in Figures 6 
and 8 the tongues 23 of the card 20 are bent over 
and connected by a strip 25 which may be ad 
hesively secured to the tongues. 23. . 
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Each Succeeding index card is identical with Most of the cards have at least portions thereof 
the card 26 and it may or may not have its exposable outside of the cover while a few of the 
tongues 23 bent over and connected by a con- cards are retained in the cover and adapted to 
nector strip 25 as just described. carry confidential information which is accessible 
As shown in Figure 3 the successive index 6 only when the cover itself is opened. 

cards 2 are not locked by a connector strip 25 It will, of course, be understood that various 
but the tongues 23 merely extend through the changes may be made in the form, details, ar 
SlotS 2 in outwardly opposite directions. rangement and proportions of the various parts 
AS indicated in Figures 2 and 4 the slidably Without departing from the scope of my invention. 

interconnected index cards can be shifted from () What I claim is: 
a vertically stacked position to a stepped Stacked 1. A pocket card file comprising a cover in 
position and, as best shown in Figure 2, when in cluding interconnected substantially coextensive 
Such a stepped position, the lower edges of the panels normally disposed in overlying relation 
cards 20 are exposed so that their classification ship and a plurality of cards interconnected in 
indicia is visible. Consequently, the user can li; series disposed between and spacing the panels, 
at a glance determine which card he wishes to said cards having dimensions less than the di 
refer to and when that card is located by the eye mensions of the panels and normally being con 
the cards above it can be swung upwardly about cealed thereby, means hingedly interconnecting 
their fold lines 24 to expose the entire upper the cards to each other along one edge and in 
Surface of the index card to be referred to. 20 cluding means providing for longit:dinal nove 

In Figures 3 and 5 there is shown another ment of one card relative to another away from 
manner in which the index can be used. The said edge to extend the series of cards, Said inter 
cards can be pulled vertically from the upper connecting means permitting the cards to nor 
sides and SWung downwardly about the upper mally overlie one another in stacked formation 
edge of the cover A. So that the uppermost card 25 within the panels, means connecting the card at 
which is turned downwardly to the right of one end of the series to the inner walls of one 
Figure will remain in view. panel, so that upon grasping the card at the free 

For the Sake of convenience in moving the end of the series and pulling the same the cards 
cards to a stacked position the lowermost card are extending in seriatim outwardly of the panels 
shown in Figures 1, 2 and 3 is provided with a 3() and the means connecting the cards to each other 
tongue 26 so that the entire stack can be pulled being such that by Swinging each card as ex 
out. tended over the edge of the said other panel so 
In Figure 3 it will be noted that the upwardly that the outer face thereof constitutes a backing 

extending card designated as 2Gd has the Wod for the card, the said paneledge constitutes 
"Stop" printed on its reverse Side. This indi- 85 fulcrum to cooperate with said means intercon 
Cates that no additional cards beyond the stop necting the cards to extend adjacent following 
card can be folded over the upper edge of the when successive cards in the series are 
cover A, and those cards beyond said stop card swung over said edge 

E.E.E.E.C.E.R.E.E.E. 2 Apocket cardale as defined in and by claim ap) 1 in which the said panels are hingedly intercon nnentioned cards can be reserved for confiden 
ial infor nected, and means for releasably connecting the tial information so that they can be exposed only free ends of the panels to maintain Said cover in 
after the cover A has been opened. closed condition. 
In Figures 9 and 10 One of the cards 28 is 3. A ket card fil isin or er includ shown having its tongues 23 extending through 45 pocket Car e comprising a cover inclu 

ing interconnected substantially coextensive the slots 2 in the next adjacent card, Said o tongues extending outwardly in opposite direc panels normally disposed in overlying relation 
tions in the same nanners indicated in Fig- ship and a plurality of cards interconnected in 
lure 3. In Figure 11 there is shown a locking series disposed between and spacing the panels, 

so said cards having dimensions less than the di eienent in the form of a strip 2 of paper or 
other Suitable material having its ends 2 a fold- mensions of the panels and normally being con 
ed upon the body of the strip. An adhesive cealed thereby, means interconnecting the cards 
strip 23 is placed about the folded-over portions to each other including a bent up flap extending 
of the strip 2; to provide pockets at the ends upwardly from one end of each card and having 
of the locking strip having openings 29 which 55 notches therein defining tongues projecting par 
face each other and in which the tongues 23 are allel with and spaced relative to the axis of each 
receivable. The tongues are inserted by bend- said end from which the flap extends, each card 
ing then) and slipping them into the pockets having Spaced slots therein extending trans 
29. The locking element 2E will more Securely versely with respect to the axis of the tongues, and 
connect the individual cards so that they will 60 having an extent greater than the Width of the 
not become readily displaced or disconnected in tongues, the tongues of each flap being disposed 
ordinary use. in the slots in each card whereby the cards can 
From the foregoing description it will be seen move relative to one another away from the hing 

that I have provided a compact yet readily ac- ing axis of the flaps to extend the Series of cards, 
cessible collapsible card file which can conven- 65 Said cards normally overlying one another in 
iently be carried in one's pocket and which is ca- stacked formation, means connecting the flaps of 
pable of accommodating a relatively large num- the card at one end of the seri2S to the inner side 
ber of separate card elements. The structure is of one panel with the hinging axis of the flap 
so formed that the cards are readily slidable rela- adjacent one edge thereof, so that with cards con 
tive to each other within limits to expose identi- 70 cealed between the panels a pulling force exerted 
fying portions of individual cards while retaining on the card at the free end of the series innoves 
them in their connected condition, but the cards the cards relative to one another to extend the 
can be readily disconnected to permit the inser- series, and by Swinging the extended cards as 
tion of new cards or replacement of cards which they pass the edge of the other panel remote from 
have become unfit for further use for any reason. 75 the said first mentioned panel edge, the said edge 
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of the other panel constitutes a fulcrum to co- UNITED STATES PATENTs 
Operate With the tongue and slot connection to Number Name Date 
extend adjacent following cards when successive 2,064.737 Daniel ------------ Dec. 15, 1936 
Cards are SWung over said Second mentioned panel 2295952 Jones et al - Sept i5 1942 
edge. 5 2.397.967 in Aor. 9. yww vow Y . . awasaev - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - pr. 9, 1946 
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