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To all whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN W. FRENCH, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resi 
dent of New Rochelle, in the county of 
Westchester and State of New York, have 
invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Firearms, of which the following 
is a specification. 
This invention deals with ordnance and 

has more special reference to an arrange 
ment of auxiliary devices more particularly 
adapted to be used in connection with auto 
matic rifles. The invention primarily af 
fords a means for obtaining an accurate 
fire while marching, technically known as 
marching fire. 
Marching fire forms one of the important 

phases of many field operations and with the 
development of the high powered, quick 
shooting rifles promises to become more im 
portant as time goes on. Up to the present, 
however, the efficiency of such type of fire 
has been rather low as compared with the 
number of shots fired and this has been due 
partly to the method of carrying the gun, 
that is on the hip, and partly due to the 
lack of a sighting arrangement for firing the 
gun with the butt at a point other than the 
shoulder. 

The rifle most commonly used and primar 
ily adapted of such type of fire is the “Brown 
ing automatic' and the present invention 
is more specially concerned with rendering 
this type of gun more effective. It is to 
be understood that at the present time it 
is customary to support the stock of the 
Browning gun in a socket secured to the 
cartridge belt which is normally strapped 
around the waist, the socket being generally 
located at the right hip. The gun is fired 
from this position and the sighting secured 
by adjusting the gun in accordance with 
hits observed and making the necessary cor 
rection therefor. This sighting method is at 
the best but an approximation since it is 
impossible to hold the gun in any particular 
position for any length of time while march 
ling. 
The present invention aims to increase 

the efficiency of marching fire and this re 
sult has been obtained by strapping the 
cartridge belt usually supplied with, and 
forming part of the standard equipment of 
the Browning automatic rifle, around the 
body in a position slightly below the arm 
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pits, the customary socket adapted to receive 
the butt of this type of rifle being located 
under the right armpit. It is to be under 
stood that the present invention while pri 
marily adapted to be used in connection 
with Browning automatic rifle and for the 
purpose of simplifying the specification is 
described in connection therewith, is not 
limited in its application to this particular 
type of gun but may be used with other types 
of guns and may even be advantageously 
used with other types of ordnance where 
the eye level is necessarily above the gun 
barrel. The different possible applications 
of the present invention will readily suggest 
themselves to those skilled in the art. 

Irrespective of the particular type of 
ordnance with which the invention is used, 
a front sight is preferably arranged so that 
its sighting point is spaced from the gun 
barrel a sufficient distance to permit the 
gun being sighted with the eye some dis 
tance above the barrel. When the invention 
is applied to small arms it affords a means 
for sighting the gun when the stock is be 
low the shoulder. 
In the specific embodiment of the inven 

tion, as shown in the drawings, the front 
sight is hinged to a ring or collar which 
passes over the barrel and is rearwardly 
foldable so as to lie flat against the barrel 
when not in use, thereby permitting the 
ordinary sights to be quickly put into use. 
While the present invention primarily re 

sides in the provision of an elongated front 
sight, in its preferred form, it is contem 
plated utilizing a rear sight having its sight 
ing point spaced from the barrel substan 
tially the same distance as the front sight, 
the two sights in conjunction affording a 
line of sight parallel to the barrel but a 
sufficient distance above the barrel to permit 
the gun being fired from a point below the 
shoulder. It is to be understood that by 
carrying the sighting points up a sufficient 
distance the gun might be fired from the 
hip in the manner in which the ordinary 
Browning automatic is fired at the present 
time, although as above indicated, it has 
been found more advantageous to fire the 
gun from below the armpit, the latter 
method having certain advantages in that 
the motion of the hips in marching is not 
imparted to the gun and the recoil of the 
gun is received on the shoulder and not on 
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the hips as is the case where the gun is 
fired in the present manner, and hence there 
is no interference with the free motion of 
the legs in marching. 

In order to illustrate the present inven 
tion in such a manner that the underlying 
principle will be readily understood by those 
skilled in the art, a drawing exemplifying 
the invention is annexed. 

In said drawing: 
Fig. 1. is a side elevation of a “Browning 

automatic rifle' having the present inven 
tion applied thereto and showing the man 
ner in which the rifle is supported with the 
usual gun sling and cartridge belt. 

Fig. 2. is an enlarged side elevation of a 
Browning automatic rifle having the inven 
tion applied thereto and showing by dotted 
lines the manner in which the sights may be 
dropped down when not in use. 

Fig. 3. is a section of Fig. 2 on the line 
3-3. 

Fig. 4. is a section of Fig. 2 on the line 
4-4 and 

Fig. 5. is a modification of Fig. 4 partly 
shown in section. 

Referring to the drawings, a rifle (specifi 
cally the Browning automatic rifle) is indi 
cated in the entirety by A and comprises 
barrel A" and stock B, the latter having Se 
cured thereto the usual gun sling C. 
One phase of the present invention con 

templates utilizing the gun sling C in a nov 
el manner, that is as passing over the left 
shoulder of the infantryman. This particu 
lar method of arranging the gun sling af 
fords a particularly effective way of support 
ing the rifle, leaving the hands free if desired 
during the firing. While the above method 
will adequately support the gun without 
using the hands, nevertheless in the pre 
ferred form as illustrated in the drawings 
the sling is passed under the back of the left 
hand in the manner illustrated, the change 
in position of the gun being readily effected 
by changing the position of the left hand 
and thereby shortening or lengthening the 
gun sling and in effect controlling the point 
ing of the gun. Manifestly other means for 
readily controlling the length of the sling 
might be utilized, for example, a downward 
ly depending adjustable bracket might be 
Secured to the bottom of the gun, the end of 
which might engage the sling and hold it 
down in the same manner as the back of the 
hand does in the illustrated embodiment. In 
order to adequately support the stock of the 
gun it has been found desirable to utilize the 
ordinary cartridge belt D, having the usual 
number of cartridge pouches secured there 
to. This belt in the preferred manner of 
carrying out the invention is strapped 
around the body just below the armpits, 
with the socket E adapted to receive the gun 
stock B, located under the right armpit, 
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While the method of supporting the gun 
forms an important phase of the invention 
the provision of means to afford an accurate 
line of sight is primarily the important fea 
ture of the invention and is not necessarily 
used in conjunction with the particular 
method of supporting the gun just described 
although it is preferably so used. The sight 
ing arrangement comprehends, a front sight 
F, the sighting point F, of which is prefer 
ably spaced from the barrel (about five or 
six inches when the gun is carried in the 
manner indicated.) If the gun is however 
supported at the hip, the length of the sight 
F will be correspondingly increased. While 
a front sight having its sighting point F 
spaced in the manner indicated will afford a 
marked increase in the efficiency of the fire 
it is contemplated, as above indicated of 
employing a real sight as G, having a peep 
hole G' spaced from the barrel a distance 
substantially, equal to the spacing of the 
point F, the peep hole G' and point F pro 
viding a line of sight substantially parallel 
to the barrel but sufficiently spaced there 
from so as to permit sighting of the gun 
when the barrel is below the eye level. 

In order that these sights may lie flat 
against the barrel when not in use, each of 
them is preferably hinged, the front sight 
F being hinged at H and the rear sight at J, 
in such a manner that the front sight is rear 
wardly foldable and the rear sight forward 
ly foldable. In order to hold the sights in a 
vertical position when in use, each of the 
sights (when both a front and rear sight 
are used) are provided with clamping 
screws, the front sight F with a screw K and 
the rear sight with a screw L. Each of the 
sights are secured to the gun barrel in any 
convenient manner and as an example of the 
manner in which the sights may be secured, 
a yoke M is provided for the front sight F 
which passes around the barrel while a slid 
ing detachable carriage N is arranged in the 
W shaped guides P to support the rear 
sight. The rear sight is shown in the pres 
ent instance as a peep sight, although mani 
festly the usual rear leaf sight, having a 
sliding gauge, usually used on rifles special 
ly adapted for sharpshooting, might be 
used and the use of such type of rear sight is 
intended to be included within the scope of 
the present invention. 
As a modification of the front sight, the 

structure shown in Fig. 5 may be used. In 
this modification, the end of the stem V 
of the front sight has a vertical slot pref 
erably rectangular in cross section and 
adapted to receive a sliding stem W also 
rectangular in cross section which carries 
the sighting point X at its upper end. 
While of course the cross section of the 
stem W and the groove might be of any 
shape it is evident that difficulty would 
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be experienced in preserving the proper 
alignment of the point X with respect to 
the barrel, if the section were cylindrical 
unless the stem W were grooved, hence it 
is desirable to employ some other shape 
which will prevent rotation of the stem 
W about its axis. In order to hold the stem 
W in vertically adjusted position, a set 
screw Y, preferably having a suitable milled 
edge, is adapted to bear on the stem W. 
By loosening this set screw the adjust 

ment of the point X with reference to the 
barrel may be effected. This adjustment is 
desirable inasmuch as it permits adjust 
ing the sight for different types of men, 
thereby making the sighting more conven 
ient. 

Ordinarily the present invention aims to 
provide superimposed auxiliary sights for 
marching fire supplementing the usual 
sights found on the automatic gun. If de 
sired, however, the front sight F might 
be provided with a sighting point as Z 
adapted to make an upstanding position 
when the front sight is folded in the man 
ner indicated in Fig. 2 by dotted lines. 
Whether or not the front sight is provided 
with a sighting point Z. depends on per 
sonal preference and either form is intended 
to be included within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
Having thus fully described my in 

vention, I desire to secure the following 
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combinations and subcombinations by Let 
ters Patent of the United States. 

I claim: 
1. The combination of a gun having a 

barrel having a pair of sights and a second 
ary sighting arrangement for marching fire 
consisting of a foldable front sight located 
at the front end of the barrel and a fold 
able rear sight located near the front end 
of the gun stock the sighting points be 
ing equally spaced from the barrel so that 
the gun may be sighted when the stock 
is carried below the armpit. 

2. The combination with a gun barrel, 
of a plurality of foldable sights independ 
ently attached to the barrel each of which 
is spaced equally from the barrel a suffi 
cient distance to permit sighting the gun 
when the barrel level is considerably be 
low the eye level. 

3. The combination with a fire arm hav 
ing a gun barrel, of a pair of foldable 
sights secured to the barrel, each of which 
is spaced equally from the barrel a suffi 
cient distance to permit sighting the gun 
when the gun stock is held under the arm 
pit of a marksman and a sling secured to 
the firearm adapted to support the fire arm 
from the shoulder of the marksman. 

Signed at New York, in the county of 
New York and State of New York, this 
25th day of October A. D. 1921. 

JOHN W. FRENCH. L. s. 
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