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(57) Abstract

A charger circuit includes first and second switch units that, depending on the voltage at one input terminal for receiving AC current,
decide whether to connect between the other input terminal and a first power supply line; first and second diodes connected between the
input terminals and a second power supply line; and a rechargeable device connected between the first and second power supply lines. The
voltage of the charged device is detected, and the detected voltage is compared with a predetermined reference voltage. If the charged
voltage exceeds the reference voltage, the generated current flowing from one of the input terminals is supplied to the other input terminal
through a path that does not include the first and second diodes. Therefore, this charger circuit only requires a single comparator, and thus it

becomes compact and consumes less power.
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