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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MILO A. RICHARDSON, OF PATERSON, NEW JERSEY.

IMPROVEMENT IN MONUMENTS.

Specification forming patt of Letters Patent No. 148,243, dated March 3, 1874; application filed
Aungust 16, 1873. '

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, MIiLo A. RICHARDSON,

of Paterson, in the county of Passaic and State
of New Jersey, have invented a new and valu-
able Improvement in Tombstones; and I do
hereby declare that the following is a full,
clear, and exact description of the construe-
tion and operation of the same, reference be-
ing had to the annexed drawings making a
part of this speeification, and to the letters and
figures of reference marked thercon.
. Figure 1 of the drawings is a representation
of my tombstone in front elevation. Fig. 2
is a longitudinal section of the same; and Fig.
3 is a cross-section of a part thereof, showing
the joint.

My invention relates to such monuments or
tombstones as are made of metal; and it con-
sists in making them of cast metal in two ver-
tical sections, and each section provided on one
edge with an overlapping joint or projection
when put together, forming a hollow monu-
ment, and provided with interior tablets of
alass or poreelain for pictures and inseriptions.
It also consists in the interior deviees for hold-
ing and protecting said tablets, all of which
will be hereinafter more fully sef forth. -

Like letters of reference indicate correspond-
ing parts.

A and B represent the two parts or vertical
sections, with overlapping projections a, of my
improved monument or tombstone, cach part
being cast separate of zine, iron, or other suit-
able metal. If made of iron it should be gal-

-anized. These two sectional parts are made
with the overlapping strips « cast therewith,
so as to form, when put together, the weather-
joint @/, as shown in Fig. 3, all around the edge
of the monument. They are then fastened to-
gether by one or more bolts, b, making the
monument or tombstone hollow, as shown in
Tig. 2. In both parts A and B are made suit-

able openings for tablets C C, which may be
made of glass or poreelain, and have pictures,
inscriptions, or mottoes painted or otherwise
affixed to them. These tablets are applied on

the inside of the monument and seen through
the openings in the metal, and as light is trans-
mitted from one to the otherit adds materially
to the effect of the different colors used on the
tablets. The tablets C C are held on the in-
side of the monument against the metal by
suitable supports d d, which I propose to make
yielding, thereby lessening the liability of any
accidents to the tablets from the accumulation
of ice or snow at the union of the tablets and
the body-part of the monument. Over the top
of each tablet I arrange an overlapping shield
or trough, b, as shown in Fig. 2, to carry over
any aceumulations of dust and water down the
back or inner side of the tablets that would
otherwise pass down the front and deface the
tablets.

The tablets, especially those having the pic-
tures, are to be covered by a swinging cover, D.

The monument ortornbstone thus constrncted
is held in the ground by means of suitable an-
chors G G, which are hooked into the base of
the monument..

A pattern of the parts A or B thus made,
with an overlapping strip on one edge only,
extending from the base to the top, will serve
a twofold purpose—viz., to cast tomb-markers
having right and left sides.

What I elaim as new, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is—

1. In a monument or tomb-marker, the ver-
tical sectional parts A B, having the overlap-
ping strips «, forming, when put together, a
weather-joint and hollow monament, substan-
tially as shown and described.

2. In combination with the monument A B
and tablets C C, the supports 4, and shield or
trough k, constructed and arranged substan-
tially as and for the purposes herein set forth.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subseribed mny name in the presence
of two witnesses. _

MILO A. RICHARDSON.
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