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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
PETER J. AHACHICH, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-FOURTH TO MARTIN 

NEMAMICH, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 

STRINGED MUSICAL INSTRUMENT. 

1289,067. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Dec. 31, 1918. 
Application filed March 27, 1917. Serial No. 157,697. 

To all whom it may concern; 
Be it known that I, PETER J. AHACHICH, 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of the city of Chicago, county of Cook, and 
State of Illinois, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Stringed Musi 
cal Instruments, of which the following is 
a specification. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

stringed musical instruments, and has for 
its object the production of a combined 
banjo and harp capable of producing ex 
ceedingly pleasing music. 
A further object is the production of an 

instrument as mentioned which will be of 
durable and economical construction and in 
which will be provided improved means for 
relieving the pressure on the head of the 
instrument of the bridge over which the 
strings pass. Other objects will appear 
hereinafter. 
The invention consists in the combina 

tions and arrangements of parts hereinafter 
described and claimed. 
The invention will be best understood by 

reference to the accompanying drawings 
forming a part of this specification, and in 
which, . 

Figure 1 is a top plan view of a musical 
instrument embodying the invention, 

Fig. 2, a section taken on line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1, 

Fig. 3, an enlarged section taken on line 
3-3 of Fig. 1, and 

Fig. 4, an enlarged sectional detail through 
one side of the head of the instrument at 
the upper edge thereof. 
The preferred form of construction as 

illustrated in the drawings comprises a body 
formed of an annular metallic rim 5 over 
the upper edge of which is stretched a vi 
bratory head 6 similar to that used at the 
present time upon banjos. 
The head 6 is secured in position by 

means of a metallic band 7 with which co 
operate adjustable securing devices 8 adapt 
ed to press the lower edge of said band down 
into engagement with an enlargement 9 pro 
vided at the periphery of said head as 
clearly illustrated in Fig. 3. 

Projecting from one side of the rim 5 is 
a neck 10 in the form of a substantially U 
shaped band the ends of which are rigidly 
fastened to said rim 5. Also projecting 
from the rim 5 at a slight angle to the neck 

said plate 18 reinforces the band 

sign 

10 but in the same plane therewith is a sec 
ond neck 11 of wood. The neck 10 is rein 
forced by a pair of spaced longitudinally 
extending bars 12 which also connect oppo 
site sides of the rim 5 for reinforcement of 
the latter. Cross rods 13 are also provided 
in neck 10 for additional reinforcement. 
The outer ends of necks 10 and 11 are rig 
idly connected together by connecting piece 
14 which may be of any ornamental design 
desired. 
Employed in connection with the instru 

ment are two sets of strings 15 and 16 which 
are connected at their rearward ends to pins 
17 which project from one side of the rim 
5. In order to reinforce the rim 5 at the 
place of connection therewith of said strings, a plate or flange 18 is provided 
which is arranged over the head 6 and con 
nected with the upper edge of the band 7, 
the same being rigidly secured to said band 
as by soldering. With this arrangement 

7 and 
through it the rim 5. 
Said strings project over the head 6 and 

in close proximity thereto, the opposite ends 
of strings 15 being connected with key ad 
justable pegs or posts 19 which are rota 
tably mounted in the end piece 14 at the 
outer end of neck 10. The strings 16 ex 
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tend as seen for coöperation with the neck 
11, being connected with pegs or posts 20 
adjustable by stems 20 of conventional de 

. Provided at the upper side of the 
neck 1, for coöperation with the strings 16 
is a finger board 21 in which are arranged 
spaced frets 22. 
The strings 15 and 16 pass over bridges 

23 and 24 respectively which rest upon the 
head 6. In order to regulate the pressure of 
the strings 15 upon the bridge 23 and conse 
quently to regulate the pressure of said 
bridge upon the head 6, a bar 25 is provided 
which is interposed between the bridge 23 
and the fastening pins 17, over which said 
strings pass as clearly seen in the several 
views. The bar 25 is loosely mounted at its 
ends upon threaded posts 26 which rise from 
the band 7, nuts 27 being threaded upon said 
posts upon which the ends of said bar rest. 
Downwardly extending recesses 26 are 
formed in the ends of said bar for clearance for 
the upper ends of posts 26. With this arrange 
ment it will be seen that the bar 25 will be sup 
ported in a manner to permit of vertical ad 
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justment of the Salle in order to permit of 
ready adjustment of the same for use in con 
nection with bridges of various heights. The 
bridge 24 being arranged so close to the pe 
riphery of the head 6, and there being only 
four strings passing thereover, Said head 6 
is capable of easily withstanding the pres 
sure of the bridge, so that in this case the 
strings 16 may pass under the bar 25 as seen 
in Figs. 1 and 3. However if desired the 
strings 16 may be passed over the bar 25 in 
order to prevent undue strain upon the 
head 6. 

In playing the instrument the player 
grasps the neck 11 in the left hand, using 
the fingers to depress the strings 16 into con 
tact with the various frets 22, the right 
hand of the player being used to pick the 
strings. The air or melody will be played 
upon the strings 16 and the accompaniment 
will be played upon the strings 15. Said sets 
of strings are simultaneously played, the 
music produced being very pleasing. 

While I have illustrated and described the 
preferred form of construction for carrying 
my invention into effect, this is capable of 
variation and modification without depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention. , 
therefore, do not wish to be limited to the 
precise details of construction set forth, but 
desire to avail myself of such variations and 
modifications as come within the Scope of the 
appended claims. 
Having described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

1. A musical instrument of the class de 
scribed comprising a body having a frame 
and a vibratory flat head stretched on said 
frame; strings extending in close prox 
imity with the upper side of said head; a 
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bridge resting OI) said head over which said 
strings pass; means engaging said frame for 
relieving the pressure of said strings on said 
bridge, said means comprising a bar over 
which said strings pass; and means adjust 
ably connecting the ends of said bar with 
said frame, substantially as described. 

2. A musical instrument of the class de 
Scribed comprising a body having a frame 
and a vibratory flat head stretched on said 
frame; Strings extending in close proximity 
with the upper side of said head; a bridge 
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resting on said head over which said strings . 
pass; means engaging said frame for reliev 
ing the pressure of Said strings on Said 
bridge, said inleans comprising a bar ovei 
which Said strings pass; threaded posts pro 
jecting from Said frame; and nuts threaded 
on said posts on which the ends of said bar 
rest, Substantially as described. 

3. A musical instrument of the class de 
Scribed comprising a body having an annu 
lar frame and a vibratory flat head stretched 
on said frame; a band embracing said frame 
and engaging with the edge of said head for 
stretching the latter taut, strings extending 
in close proximity with the upper side of 
said head and being secured to said frame 
at one side of the latter; and a reinforcing 
plate arranged above said head and con 
nected with the upper edge of said band at 
said side of Said frame, substantially as de 
scribed. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

PETER J. AHACHCH. 
Witnesses: 

Joshu A. R. H. PoTTS, 
HELEN F. LiLLs. 

Gopies of this pater; unay be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the "Commissioner of Fatent, 
Washington, D.C.' 
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