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This invention relates to overall garments of 
the union type. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
Vide means for opening the upper portion of a 
Coverall garment, so that it may be more easily 
donned and removed. 

it is also an object of this invention to provide 
meanS for opening the upper portion of an over. 
all garment Without interfering with the usual 
upper front and collar construction wherein it is 
adapted to have an upper neck position closely 
surrounding the neck of the wearer and a lower 
or open position exposing the neck and upper 
chest of the wearer. So that the collar and upper 
frontforms a lapel-like structure. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a unitary Overall garment with means for three 
Wearing positions, one with the collar closed as 
a dress Shirt, Gne-With the collar open resembling 
a coat lapel, and a third completely open posi 
tion it. Which the coliai is thrown back to ex 
pese the upper chest and back-of-the-neck of the 
Wearer. 
These and other objects of the invention will 

be readily apparent from the specification and 
dra Wings: 

in the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective view 
of the garnent with the-central opening and slits 
in an "open position. 

Figure 2 is a perspective view. of the top of the 
gainent With the Slits closed and the collar-sin 
the upper or closed position, 

Figure 3 is a perspective views, of the garment 
With the sits closed and the collar in the lower 
or Open position. - 

Figure: 4 is a perSpective view of the garment 
With the collar completely thrown back. 
in its broader aspects, the present invention 

Conternplates a unionail, which has in addition to 
the usual front opening, a pair of slits...forming 
a W at the upper portion thereof, each of which 
is provided With a separate fastening means so 
that the garnent may be completely open at the 
top. The enlarged top opening allows one to pass 
the garrillet. Over the shoulders...without the body 
CoatOrtions necessary. When removing or donning 
the Unional of conventional construction. A 
in Ore: Specific advantage-of the instant invention 
lies in the V-shaped angle formed by the slits, 
which perinits the upper front of the garment 
to be thrown back over the shoulders, back of 
the Wearer's neck to make an Open front which 
exposes the upper chest. This critical arrange 
ment of the slits has the additional advantage 
of placing their juncture at or below the lowest 
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position to which the neck is opened for wear in 
conventional garments so that any interference: 
with the normal opening and clesing of the gar 
ment at the neck is avoided. 

Less generally; the present invention comprises 
a unitary garment having a crotch portion, shoul 
der portions, a collar portion, and a front por 
tion having a vertical closable opening extend 
ing from the collar toward the crotch, the im 
provement which comprises a pair of closable 
sits in the Said front portion extending from the 
oter apex of each shoulder downwardly and-in 
Wardly and meeting along said opening between 
said collar and said crotch, said slits defining 
a W-shaped upper-border for the front portion 
below Said slits and defining a W-shaped lower 
border for an upper front portion above said slits, 
said front portion above-Said slits being adapted 
to be placed downwardly behind the back por 
tion of the garment when the slits are open. 
More specifically, the invention includes the 

garment as-described above wherein said pair of 
closable slits are: each defined by slide fasteners 
and wherein the front portion above said slits-in 
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cludes overlapping portions along said closable 
opening, Said portions-being adapted-to-be fas 
tened in the closed position of the collar and be 
ing adapted to be folded in lapel fashion when 
the collar and the said vertical opening are open 
to the juncture of the slits in ciosed position. 

Referring to the drawings, there is shown a 
preferred unitary garment construction with legs 
for and arms . A central vertical front open 
ing 20 is provided to extend from a crotch f2 to a 
collar f3. The opening 2 is provided with a 
slide fastener or other fastening elements, such 
as buttons or Snap fasteners 2i. The upper por 
tion 22a of the front is provided with overlapping 
portions, 22. along the gentral opening. When the 
garment is in the closed neck position of Figure 2, 
the overlapping portions 22 are adapted to fit un 
derneath the collar 3 and be fastened together 
by a button, or the like to serve as a garment 
front top. closure. When the garnent is in the 
open-position as shown in Figure 3, the overlap 
Qing, portions are foldedback over the garment 
front and become the lower points of a lapel, the 
upper points. of which are formed by the collar 
points. A slit., 35 extending, downwardly, and in 
wardly from the outer apex of each shoulder 4 
to a meeting position 49 along the upper part 
of the front vertical opening is provided at each 
side of the garment front so that the slits form 
a V-shape when the garment is in the closed 
Wearing position as shown in Figures 2 and 3. 
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Each of these slits is provided with conventional 
slide fastener elements, zippers, for opening and 
closing, 
The lower portion of the slits defines a V-shape 

which is the upper extent of the garment front 
in the wide open neck position shown in Figure 4. 
The upper portion 30a of the slits defines the 

lower extent of a collar carrying portion 30b in 
cluding the overlapping portions 22, Which is 
adapted to be positioned behind the Wearer in 
the wide open neck position of Figure 4. 
The slits serve both the purpose of enabling 

ease of passing the garnent over the shoulders 
and of providing an additional open position 
at the neck for the comfort and convenience of 
the Wearer. 
The bilaterally symmetrical slits may be posi 

tioned to extend from any part of the outer apex 
of the shoulders. In this preferred form of the 
invention, the slits extend from just short of the 
extreme outside of the shoulder apex with only 
a short shoulder portion beyond it for supporting 
the garment in the position of Figure 4. 
In practice, the limits of the slit positioning 

With respect to the apex of the shoulder are de 
termined by the practical consideration as to the 
ease of passing the garment over the shoulders 
and the slit Will normally extend from the outer 
half of the shoulder apex. It is desirable to 
have the slit extend from the very apex of the 
Shoulder for maximum convenience in donning 
and removing the garment. However, the slit 
may extend from a point either slightly forward 
or rearward, preferably forward, from the apex 
to provide additional shoulder support for the 
garment as shown in Figure 4. 
The preferred juncture of the slits is at the 

bottom of the lapel collar opening along the 
central front opening as shown in Figure 3. This 
position has the advantage of naking the angle 
of the slits forming the V-shape lie at an angle 
of about one quadrant which is attractive to the 
eye and which meets the practical requirements 
Of convenience and comfort under all conditions. 
Any raising of the point of juncture interferes 
with the neck position shown in Figure 3, by 
having the closure cross the lapel. If the point 
of juncture is lowered to or below the waist, the 
neck Opening aS shown in Figure 4 would be too 
large to be practical. Any positioning of the 
point of juncture of the slits between these ex 
tremes is within the scope of this invention. The 
preferred angle also has the advantage of ex 
tending the slide fastener along a line which 
is in the normal arc of an easy arm movement. 
While the slide fastener elements shown in 

the present invention are not necessary to the 
function of this invention, they are particularly 
desirable and convenient in the slits at the top 
of the garment. It may be preferable to utilize 
buttons or Snap fasteners in the vertical front 
closure inasmuch as buttons may be opened at 
fly without opening the entire garment; where 
as, the slide fastener is not normally provided 
With structure for opening at the fly only. 
Thus it will be seen that the present inven 

tion contemplates an improvement in a unitary 
Overall garment having a conventional single 
Vertical front opening which comprises the pro 
vision of a pair of closable slits, extending down 
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4. 
wardly and inwardly from the outer apex of each 
shoulder to a meeting point along the front open 
ing whereby the garment may have three neck 
positions varying from a closed collar position 
to an exposed chest position and whereby the 
garment may be passed over the shoulders of the 
wearer without the body contortions required 
in conventional garments of this type. 

Obviously, modifications may be made in the 
present garment construction by those skilled in 
the art without departing from the Scope of this 
invention, and it is intended that all such modi 
fications as come within the purview and Scope 
of the present improvement as set forth in the 
following claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a unitary garment having a crotch por 

tion, shoulder portions, a collar portion, and a 
front portion having a vertical cloSable opening 
extending from the collar toward the crotch, that 
improvement which comprises a pair of closable 
Slits in the said front portion extending from 
the Outer apex of each shoulder downwardly and 
inWardly and meeting along Said opening be 
tween Said collar and said crotch, said slits de 
fining a V-shaped upper border for the front por 
tion below Said slits and defining a V-shaped 
lower border for an upper front portion above 
Said Slits, the top of Said slits at the apex of each 
shoulder Serving to define the extremities of a 
fold line across the apex of the garment where 
by Said front portion above Said slits is adapted 
to be placed downwardly behind the back por 
tion of the garment when the slits are open. 

2. The garment Set forth in claim 1 wherein 
the front portion above Said slits includes over 
lapping politions along Said closable opening, said 
portions being adapted to be fastened in the 
closed position of the collar and being adapted 
to be folded in lapel fashion when the collar and 
the said vertical opening are open to the junc 
ture of the slits in closed position. 

3. The garment set forth in claim 1 wherein 
Said pair of closable slits are each defined by 
Slide fasteners. 

4. The garment set forth in claim 1 wherein 
Said pair of closable slits are each defined by 
slide fasteners and wherein the front portion 
above said slits includes overlapping portions 
along Said closable opening, Said portions being 
adapted to be fastened in the closed position of 
the collar and being adapted to be folded in lapel 
fashion when the collar and the said vertical 
Opening are open to the juncture of the Slits in 
closed position. 

JOHN F. REYNOLDS. 
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