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UNITED STATES 

2001,340 

2,001,340 
ENVELOPE . . . 

Joseph W. Bear, Roanoke, and Reyhorn R. Sub 
lette, Winton, Va., assignors to Double Envelope - 
Corporation, 
Virginia, Roanoke, Va., a corporation of 

Application February 18, 1933, serial No. 657,410 
1 Claim. (CI. 229-80) 

This invention relates to improvements in 
means for opening sealed envelopes, and more 
particularly to Single and double envelopes, which 
may be opened separately or together. 
The object of this invention is to provide an 

envelope Which may be produced inexpensively, 
and which may, after being sealed, be opened 
with ease and without danger to the contents. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

single or double envelope Such as those used for 
church Collection purposes which may be easily 
Opened, Separately or together, by means of one 
closure flap. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

Wide an envelope With a cloSure flap which facil 
itates the opening of the envelope without the 
use of an envelope-opener, knife or other in 
Strument. 
The above and other objects Will appear in the 

following detailed description, taken in connec 
tion. With the accompanying drawing in which: 

Figure 1 is a rear elevation of a double en 
velope embodying Our invention, the back flap 
being shown lying in the same plane as the 
front of the double envelope; 

Figure 2 is a rear elevation of a single en 
velope embodying our invention, the back flap 
being Shown lying in Open position; 

Figure 3 is a rear elevation of a modified form 
of a single envelope embodying Our invention, 
the back flap being shown open; 

Figure 4 is a perSpective View of a double en 
velope showing a CrOSS-Section, the double flap 
being in sealed position; and 

Figure 5 is a rear elevation of a single en 
velope embodying our invention, the back flap 
being shown lying in the same plane as the front 
of the envelope after the flap has been Snapped 
up, tearing a Way With it part of the back of 
the envelope. 
That form of the invention shown in Fig 

ures and 4 comprises a double envelope past 
ed together internally along the narrow trans 
verse region 2 and along the ends 3 and 4. The 
double envelope has a perforated or otherwise 
weakened line 5 through the pasted region 2, and 
through the flap 6 as indicated in Figure i and 
Figure 4, so that the double envelope may be 
torn apart readily to form Separate envelopes. 
The flap is provided with a gummed strip 7 ex 
tending lengthwise and parallel to the fold 8, 
in Order that the flap may be Sealed to the 
marginal Zone of the back 9. The flap 6 is pro 
vided with an ungummed Outer edge 0, So that 
after the double envelope has been Sealed, the 

ungummed Outer edge of the flap remains free, 
so that it can readily be grasped in the act 
of Opening the envelope, thus facilitating great 
ly the opening of the double envelope. The mar 
ginal zone of the back 9 is provided with slits 
f and 2, positioned parallel to the outer edge 
3. 
The slits if and 2 partially sever the mar 

ginal Zone 9 from the back of the envelope 
and when the flap is sealed the gummed strip 

adheres to the marginal Zone so that when 
the free edge is grasped by the fingers and 
the flap snapped open, the marginal Zone 9, 
being in adherence to the gummed strip, is 
readily torn off from the back of the envelope. 
Figure 2 illustrates a single envelope 2D pasted 

together internally along the ends 2 and 22, and 
provided With a flap 23 Substantially similar to 
the flap described in the preceding description, 
which flap 23 has a gummed strip 24, which When 
the flap is Sealed adheres to the marginal Zone 
27 between the slit 29 and the outer edge 30. 
The flap 23 has a free outer edge so that when 
the gunmed strip 24 is in adherence with the 
marginal Zone 27, the free outer edge may be 
easily grasped by the fingers and the flap snapped 
Open, the marginal Zone 27 remaining in ad 
herence to the gummed strip 24 and being torn 
from the back of the envelope. 
Another modification of the invention com 

prises an envelope 3 as shown in Figure 3, pasted 
together internally along the transverseregions 32, 
and having an angular shaped Sealing flap 33 pro 
vided with a gummed strip 34 extending parallel 
to the edge 35. The flap 33 has an ungummed 
outer edge 36 so that after the envelope has been 
Sealed the ungunmed Outer edge of the flap re 
mains free. 
The upper margin of the back 3 is provided 

with a series of slits 38, preferably parallel to 
each other and spaced so as to lie beneath the 
gunmed strip 34 when the latter is adhered to 
the back 37. The series of slits 38 minimizes the 
resistance offered by the portion of the back in 
adherence to the gunned. Strip, So that it tears 
away with the gummed strip when the flap is 
pulled open by means of the free edge 36. 

It will be noted from Figure 1 that both sec 
tions of the double envelope may be opened simul 
taneously or that either one of the sections may 
be opened separately at different times, and that 
the line of perforations also permits the two sec 
tions to be separated entirely, the pasted trans 
verse region 2 constituting a completely sealed en 
Velope. These features greatly add to the value 
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of the invention for increasing the efficiency of 
church collection work and the like, by furnishing 
a single or double envelope which may be easily 
and quickly Opened without injury to the con 
tents. 

It will be noted further, and particularly as 
shown in Figure 5, that when the flap is snapped 
open the portion of the back which was partially 
Severed by the slits and to which the gummed 
strip was in adherence when the flap was sealed, 
has been torn away from the back and remains 
adhered to the gunmed strip, thereby enlarging. 
the opening and aiding in the extracting or dis 
charging of the contents of the envelope. 
What we claim is: . . . . . . . . 
Duplex envelope comprising a body having 

front and back faces closed at the sides and bot 
tom and having an opening at the top, the front 

face having a flap foldable over said opening, 
Said front and back faces being pasted together 
along a transverse strip forming side-by-side 
pockets, Said flap and the body of the envelope 
having a transverse line of weakness extending 
intermediately along the said pasted strip, the 
back face of said envelope having longitudinal 
slits at a distance from the edge of said open 
ing, and discontinuous over said pasted strip, said 
flap having a longitudinally extending gummed 
area at a distance from its free edge adapted to 
contact the back of said envelope between said 
slits and the edge of the opening, the free part 
of said flap between said gummed area, and the 
free edge overlying said slits when said envelope 
is sealed. 

JOSEPH. W. BEAR. 
REYBORN R. SUBLETTE. 
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