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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SADI'W. BODINE, a citi-’

zén of the United States, residing at New

~York, in the county and State of New York,
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have invented certain new and useful Im-
provements in Attachments for Skirts, of
which the following is a spécification.

My invention relates to a device for attach-
ing the skirt of a bicycle-rider to some other
portion of the apparel, such as the top of the
shoe or some portion of the stocking or leg-
ging, so that the said skirt can be kept in its
proper position at all times.

Various devices have been employed for

maintaining the drapery in its normal posi- .

tion, in some instances the skirt being
weighted to effect this purpose, but no en-
tirely satisfactory means have yet been de-
vised for accomplishing the end at which
I aim. -

In an attachment of this nature it is desir-
able to have a securing device on each end
which when once affixed will retain its grip
or hold, but which can when desired be easily
disconnected. It is also desirable to have a
conneetion between the two fastening devices
which will respond to the requirements of the
situation; that is to say, as the skirt rises and
falls with the movement of the pedals the

‘connecting device as I employ it will be eon-

tinually changing its position, and in order
to secure the desired result it must beadapted
to yield in various ways, as I shall explain.
Referring to the accompanying drawings,
which form a part of this specification, Figure

‘Irepresentsmyinvention,showingits method

of application. Fig. 2 is a view of myinven-
tion separated from the apparel. Tig. 3 rep-
resents a modification of my invention. Fig.
4 shows my invention in another form, and
Fig. 5 is a detail view.

In thedrawings, A represents the fixed arm
or shank of one of my attaching devices, and
B the hinged or movable arm, secured by
means of a spring-hinge (not shown) to the
end C. This end, which is the base end, is

provided with an opening or eye D, through'

which the elastic, hereinafter referred to, is
strung or threaded. The free end E of the
arm B is retained in place after the manner
of a safety-pin by the catch T, a shoulder

G being provided, which, together with the
catch ¥, forms an opening H, through which
a complementary member of the elastic cord
extends. This fastening device, as can be
readily seen, is easily attachable and detach-
able to the hem or other part of the skirt,
preferably from the inside, as shown in Fig.
1,and ator near theloweredge thereof. From
the two extremities of the skirt-attaching de-
vice, as described, and through the openings
D and H aforesaid I extend elastic braids or
cords J K. These are arranged tc move
freely through the openings D H aforesaid,
so that when the skirt shifts and moves from
side to side and raises and lowers the attach-
ment, will readily adapt itself to the change
of position. The elastic braids or cords J K
terminate in and are attached to the other
fastening device, which I will proceed to de-
scribe. This fastening device consists of two
members L and M, hinged together at N and
provided with intermeshing teeth O, which
teeth are kept normally closed by the spring
P, the latter extending around the hinge N.
The member L extends outwardly and is pro-
vided with fold-over edges R, which meet at
the point 8, said fold-over portion being so
arranged as to afford sufficient opening for
the elastic connections J K, the latter being
fixedly secured therein by means of rivets T.

It will be seen that the flexible cords J K
form, in combination with the two fastening
devices, a V-shaped connection between the
two fastening devices, giving the upper fas-
tening device a certain leverage at its two ex-
tremities, and that also the upper fastening
device can tilt vertically and swing horizon-
tally or both together with perfect freedom,
and that the take-ups on both connections
will adjust themselves automatically to the
sitnation. The advantage of such a construc-
tion is apparent, as I am enabled to secure
the full strength requisite with the minimum
use of material.

A modification and in some respects a pre-
ferred form of this device is shown in Fig. 8.
The skirt-attaching device is the same, but
the elastic band is continuous, and one loop
of this band is brought down and over a pin
U, the other loop being arranged over a simi-
lar pin located farther in. The pins U form

35

6o

65

70

75

8o

85

90

95

I10C




10

15

20

25

30

35

2 5v8,312

a means of strengthening the attachment of
the elastic band to the fastening device and
also ameans of attachment, as when the elas-
tic band wearsslightly it can be taken up and
the loop can be lengthened, thus decreasing
the size of the elastic band between the two
fastening devices. In this form also the fold-
over edges R can be made, if preferred, of
soft metal, so that when the elastic wears out
a new orie can be inserted without trouble.
This member of the fastening device can, as
shown in Fig. 1 of the drawings, be readily
attached to the edge or to any other part of
the wearer’s shoe or boot or can be attached
to a stocking or legging in any convenient
manner.

Another form of my invention is shown in
Fig. 4. In thiscase the elastic cord or braid
is attached to a wedge-shaped block V, which
slides between and is secured in position witl-
inthetwo members of the locking device. In
this ease the member M. is bent downwardly
andinwardly from the hinge P,and both mem-
bers are provided with longitudinal slots W,
the ears R being turned straight up in this
case to afford means for securing the sliding
wedge or block in its proper position. The
pins Y are provided, which slide in the slots
W aforesaid, and thumb-pieces Z enable the
usertoreadily manipulate the block or wedge.
The effect of this structure is that when the
device is in use and there is any considerable
strain upon the elastic braid or cord it will
pull upon the wedge or block V, which, slid-
ing as aforesaid between the jaws or mem-
bers of the gripping device, will cause the
teeth O to bite with additional force.

Having thus described my invention, what

I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. A skirt-attaching device consisting of a
fastening member provided with one fixed
andone movable arm,openingsoreyesin both
ends of said member, a second fastening de-
vice constructed substantially as shown and
described, and a flexible connection between
the two openings or eyes of the fastener A
and the second fastening device, all arranged
as described and adapted to operate substan-
tially as set forth.

2. In an attachment for a skirt, a fastening
device consisting of the fixed arm A, the mov-
able spring-arm B, the frame C provided with

‘opening D, the catch-frame F provided with

opening I, a retaining-shoulder G, a second
fastening device constructed substantially as
shown and deseribed, and flexible conneec-
tions J, K fixedly secured to one member of
the attachment and movably secured to the
other.

3. In an attachment for skirts, the combi-
nation of a fastening device provided with
one fixed and one movable arm having means
at the extreme ends of the device for securing
a connection thereto, a second and lower fas-
tening device constructed and arranged sub-
stantially as shown and described, and a V-
shaped flexible connection extending between

“the upper portion of the lower fastening de-

vice and the extreme ends of the upper fas-
tening device, as and for the purpose set
forth.
SADI W. BODINE.
Witnesses: ,
HerBERT KNIGHT,
J. GREEN.
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