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To all whom it may concern: - 
Beit known that I, HUGH. W. COLLENDER, 

of New York city, in the State of New York, 
have invented an fmproved Billiard-Table Ball 
Holder; and I do hereby declare that the foll 
lowing is a full and exact description thereof, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings and to the letters of reference marked 
thereOn. 
In billiard-saloons it is customary to place 

on the tables the four balls (two red and two 
white) which are required for playing the Amer 
ican four-ball carrom game, though the players 
frequently select the three-ballor French carrom 
game; or, during the time of playing, alternate 
between the two games. It is, therefore, quite 
a desideratum to have some provision for the 
fourth ball when taken from the table to play 
French. Any receptacle provided for the re 
tention of the fourth ball, when off the table, 
should be so located that, While perfectly ac 
cessible when wanted, there shall be no danger 
of this ball getting in the Way of the player, 
or getting knocked out of its receptacle, While 
at the same time it must be so held by the re 
ceptacle that it can be most readily extricated 
therefrom by the player with one hand. 
My invention has for its objects to provide 

the table with a receptacle for the off ball, so 
made and so located that, While it Will perfectly 
retain the said ball beyond all liability of a C 
cidental dislodgment, and entirely out of the 
player's way, it will be convenient of access, 
will not be obnoxious to the sight, Or in any 
manner impair in beauty of design. Or appear 
ance the table to which it is attached, and Will 
permit the ready removal, with One hand, of 
the ball; and to these ends my invention con 
sists in the use, in combination. With the table, 
of a ball-holder, composed of a suitably-shaped 
annulus or ring of such a diameter as to form 
a seat in which the ball can be placed, and 
from which it may be easily removed, as Will 
be hereinafter more fully explained. 
To enable those skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to more 
fully describe it, referring by letters to the ac 
companying drawings, in Which 

Figure 1 shows, in perspective, a portion of 

therein. Fig. 2 is a view of the ball-holderde. 
tached. . . . . 

I have shown only a portion of the table, 
viz., that end at which the players stand to 
start the game, and at which the ball-recepta 
cle is located. 
A represents the table, and B the ball-holder, 

which, as illustrated, is composed of a ring or 
annulus of a little less diameter than that 
of the billiard-ball, and is formed with a 
shank, which is screwed into or otherwise se 
cured to the body of the table. I place or lo 
cate the ball-holder at the head of the table, 
or as near as practicable to the locality natu 
rally occupied by the players in starting the 
game, because it is just before beginning the 
game that the fourth ball will be Wanted from, 
or will have to be put into, the ball-holder; and 
I arrange the ball-holder by preference at 
about the elevation orpoint on the table shown 
at Fig. 1, which seems to be most convenient 
of access, while at the same time out of the 
way of the player's legs and body when play 
ing, and beyond the liability of accidental 
contact with his arm or hand in reaching for 
chalk, or making any other natural movement. 
I have shown the ball-holder, made of metal 

and with an ornamental stem, at the extrem 
ity of which is formed a screw-thread which 
penetrates the table A, and have successfully 
applied my invention in this form; but the an 
nular holder may, of course, be made of any 
suitable material, and may be formed or sup 
plied with such a stem or Sustaining-arm as 
shown, or with some other sustaining device. 

It will be seen that a ball-holder made annu 
lar or ring-like, as shown, of the right diam 
eter to permit the ball to be properly seated 
therein, while it securely retains the ball will 
permit its most ready removal, and With one 
hand of the player, whose other hand is gen 
erally engaged in holding the cue. 
When the ball is in the annular holder B, as 

seen at Fig.1, the player has simply to hold 
his hand under the ball, and, slightly lifting 
the latter with one finger, tumble it into his 
hand. 

It will be understood that the inconvenience 
which would often be met With in extricating 

abiliard-table with my invention embraced a smooth spherical body like a billiard-ball, 
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with one hand, from any ordinarily-shaped re 
ceptacle,into which it would fit, is entirely over 
come by the annular form of ball-holder shown; 
and that, while the holder B is so shaped as to 
securely hold the ball against accidental dis 
placement, it is of the best possible form to 
permit the convenient extrication of the ball 
with one hand, and without danger of letting 
the ball fall, which not only greatly endangers 
the ball, but is a great annoyance, as the ball 
will roll about the room before being arrested 
or picked up. 
Having so fully explained my invention that 

those skilled can practice it in the various forms 

in which it may be applied, what I claim as 
new, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
IS 

The combination, with a billiard-table, of an 
annular ball-holder, arranged and adapted to 
operate substantially in the manner and for the 
purposes described. 
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 

my hand and seal this 26th day of June, 1873. 
HUGH. W. COLLENDER. L. s. 

Witnesses: 
J. N. MCINTIRE, 
W. H. MYER. 


