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Zo all'uo hom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN. W. CosGRovE, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Medford, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer 
tain Improvements in Sole-Holders, of 
which the following description, in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, is a 
specification, like reference characters on the 
drawings indicating like parts in the several 
figures. 
This invention relates to holders for piles 

of blanks and is herein illustrated in con 
nection with sole holders for use in the man 
ufacture of boots and shoes. 

In the manufacture of certain kinds of 
boots and shoes it is customary to cementa 
tap to the sole preparatory to sewing the 
two together. Commonly a pile of soles 
with the taps freshly cemented thereto is 
subjected to pressure for a time sufficient to 
permit the cement to dry or set. It is de 
sirable to provide for this operation a press 
and a plurality of Small holders each of 
which may be filled, placed in the pressand, 
after having been subjected to pressure, re 
moved therefrom and allowed to stand until 
the cement has set. The pressure imparted 
by the press should, of course, be main 
tained by the holder. 
Such a holder may comprise a U-shaped 

frame and a clamping member slidable on 
the arms of the frame, means being pro 
vided for permitting free sliding movement 
of the clamping member in one direction 
only. In the illustrative device the clamp 
ing member takes the form of a block or bar 
having slots to receive the arms of the frame 
and provided with sockets each having an 
inclined Wall between which and the corre 
sponding arm of the frame is located a 
roller. With this construction the block 
may be moved freely toward the base of the 
frame in order to apply pressure to the pile 
of blanks, and upward movement of the 
block is prevented by the action of the 
rollers So that the pressure imparted to the 
pile of blanks by the press is automatically 
maintained. In orderto permit this pres 
sure to be released when desired slidable 
members extend into the sockets and may be 
manipulated to move the rollers away from 
the base of the frame when desired. 
These and other features of the invention, 

including certain details of construction and 
combinations of parts, will be described in 
connection with an illustrative machine and 
ponted out in the appended claim. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings 
Figure I is a plan of a holder in which 

the present inventionisinvolved, one arm of 
the frame and one end of the clamping mem 
berbeing shown in cross section; 

Fig. 2 is an elevation, partly in cross 
Section, of the holder. 
The U-shaped frame 3 has upright arms 

Whichiare slidable in slots 5 formed in the camping bar7. Communicating with the 
slots 5 are sockets each provided with a wall 
11 inclined to the direction of the extent of 
the slots whereby there is formed between 
the One surface of each arm and the inclined 
Wall of the corresponding socket a chamber 
9 tapering toward the base of the frame. 
Mounted in each chamber is a roller 13 nor 
mally urged downward at al times by a 
Spring.15the upper end of which bears upon 
an adjusting screw 17 threaded into the 
clamping block. In the illustrative machine 
the tapering chambers referred to above are 
made by inserting in slots formed at each 
end of the block 7 properly shaped pieces 18 
provided on their inner sides with hardened 
plates 19 the surfaces 11 of which form the 
inclined Walls which have been referred to 
above. The pieces 18 are held in place by 
Screws 21. 
With this construction the block 7 can be 

moved freely in a downward direction but 
as Soon as force is applied upwardly to sep 
arate the clamping block from the frame, 
the rollers 13 force the arms of the frame 
against the immer walls of the slots 5 and 
thereby lock the block to the frame. In or 
der to permit the block to be released from 
the frame when desired, there extends into 
each chamber 9 a slidable member 23 which 
may be moved upwardly to force the corre 
sponding roller 13 upwardly in opposition 
to the action of the spring 15. Each mem 
ber 23 is provided at its upper end with a 
projection 25 to prevent it from dropping 
out of the chamber 9. 

In the operation of the machine the soles 
100 with taps 200 cemented thereto are ar 
ranged as shown in Fig. 2withboards 27 at 
the top and bottom as well as intermediate 
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the top and bottom if desired. The clamp 
ing block 7 is then pushed down against the 
top board, and the holder is placed in a 
press, the pressure there applied being re 
tained by the action of the locking members 
or rollers 13. VVhen the desired amount of 
pressure has been thus applied the holder is 
removed from the press and allowed to 
stand until the cement which holds the taps 
to the sole has dried sufficiently. The mem 
bers 23 arethen forced upwardly, by a suit 
able wrench if desired, thereby moving the 
rollers 13 to inoperative position and per 
mitting the block to be raised and the 
soles to be removed from the holder. 
Although the invention is set forth in con 

nection with an illustrative device, it should 
be understood that the invention is not 
limited to the scope of its application to the 
particular device which has been shown and 
described. 

1,363,314. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent of the United States: 
A holder fora pile of blanks, having, in 

combination, a U-shaped frame, a clamping 
block in the form of a substantially straight 
bar having slots to receive the arms of the 
frame and sockets communicating with said 
slots, said sockets each having a Wall in 
clined to the direction of extent of the arms, 
a roller in each socket, springs acting upon 
saidrollers, and movable members having 
portions located in the sockets beneath the 
rollers and other portions extending down 
wardly into positions accessible to the op 
erator whereby the members may be raised 
to move the rollers in opposition to the 
Springs. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification. 

JOHN VV. COSGROVE. 
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