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tainer, so that it may again be used. 
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To all thom it may concern: 
Be it known that I. WALENTINE KUKULKA, 

a citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Muskegon Heights, in the county 
of Muskegon and State of Michigan, have 
invented new and useful Improvements in 
Vainish-Catchers, of which the following is a specification. 
In wood working factories where it is the 

custon to varnish the finished product by 
means of a spray, the floor of the booth in 
which the varnishing is done is usually cos 
ered with varnish which represents a total 
loss where there is any great amount of this 
work done. The object of the invention, 
therefore, is to provide means for trapping 
the excess varnish and returning it to a con 

w To this 
end there is provided a funnel disposed 
within the varnishing booth and so shaped 
that it will direct the excess varnish to : 
discharge mouth from which it is trans 
ferred to an appropriate container. A sup 
port is provided for the funnel and the latter 
is designed to support a turn-table on which 
the work is placed, the funnel support being 
vertically adjustable to raise and lower the 
same for different varieties of work. A fan 
is usually provided to carry away the fumes 
of the warnish and there is a great accumula 
tion of the latter upon the base of the fan. 
A further object of the invention contem 

plates the employment of a bib in connection 
with the fan for the return of this warnish 
to the funnel from which, of course, it passes 
to the container. 
The invention is illustrated and described 

in a specific embodiment to which, however, 
it is not to be restricted. The right is re 
served to make such changes or alterations 
as the actual reduction to practice may sug 
gest, in so far as such changes or alterations 
are compatible in spirit with the annexed 
claims. 
In the accompanying drawings:-- 
Figure 1 is a vertical sectional view show 

ing the usual form of varnishing booth 
equipped with the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the turn 

table standard. 
The invention is employed in connection 

with the usual form of varnishing booth 
such as that shown at 1 which is closed on 
three sides but open on the fourth side 
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through which the operation of varnishing 
by the spraying process is carried on. In 
the back of the booth there is provided an 
exhaust fan 2, usually employed for the dis 
posal of dust when the stock is dusted in the 
booth before varnishing. The fan als) 
serves as a ventilating medium and as means 
for disposing of the fumes of the warnish. 
Were no means provided for trapping the 
varnish and returning it to a container, the 
varnish which leaves the machine in the 
form of a fine spray would be spread all 
over the floor and sides of the booth and 
would represent a constant loss reckoned on 
the value of the varnish being used. The 
present invention contemplates a means for 
trapping this excess varnish and to this end 
there is provided a funnel, generally desig 
nated 3, which is of the shape of a square 
pyramid but of course disposed in inverted 
position, the apex of the pyramid terminat 
ing in a discharge mouth 4, to which there 
is telescopically connected the tubular exten 
sion 5 which may be raised to permit the po 
sitioning below the discharge mouth of a 
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catch can 6, the tubular extension, once the 
catch can is placed, entering an appropriate 
opening in the top of the can. The side and 
rear walls 7 of the funnel are extended to a 
greater height than the front wall 8 which 
terminates approximately at the level of the 
turn-table 9 in the center of which there is 
provided a socket 10 for pivotal engagement 
with the upper end of a standard 11, the lat 
ter being formed preferably of rod iron bert 
to provide four legs of the shape shown, the 
legs being united at their upper ends to form 
a stud or head for engagement with the 
socket 10. The curved feet 12 of the stand 
ard rest on the inclined side walls of the 
funnel. The stock to be varnished is placed 
on the turn-table and the spray directed upon 
it, the table being rotated as desired. All 
excess warnish strikes the side and back walls 
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and is directed into the lower end of the 
funnel from which it passes through the 
discharge mouth 4 and the tubular extension 
5 into the catch can 6. All the excess war 
nish is thus saved and may again be used, 
since it is the practice in the employment of 
the present invention to effect the dusting of 
the stock prior to its being placed in the 
booth, so that there may be no mixture of 
dust with the reclaimed varnish. It is a 
common practice to both dust and varnish 
the stock after it is placed in the booth. 
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ments 15 and 16 are 
means of a screw 19 reversely threaded as 

2 

To accommodate the invention to different 
sizes of stock, it is essential to make the funnel vertically adjustable to lower for 
large stock and raise for small stock. To 
this end there are provided the extensible 
standards generally designated 14, each of 
which consists of two adjustably connected 
elements 15 and 16, the latter of which are 
connected at their upper ends with a band 
17 surrounding and secured to the funnel 
as shown and the former of which are pro 
vided with feet whereby they are secured to 
the floor of the booth by appropriate fas 
teners such as lag screws 18. The two ele 

interconnected by 

regards its opposite ends and carrying an 
appropriate operating disk 20 at its longi 
tudinal center. Obviously the rotation of 
the disks 20 of the several standards will 
serve to elevate or lower the funnel depend 
ing on the direction in which the disks are 

, returned. 

25 
The apron 21 used in conjunction with 

the fan is rolled as indicated at 22 for dis 
position in the fan housing 23 and is provid 
ed with a depending chute 24 overhanging 

is the upper end of the funnel. This chute 
30 
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serving to direct the excess varnish accumu 
lating around the fan into the funnel. 
Having described the invention, what is 

claimed as new and useful is:- . 
1. The combination with a varnishing 

booth, of a funnel disposed within the latter 
and provided with a discharge mouth, and 
a turn-table for stock to be varnished, the 
turn-table being disposed within the funnel, 

is whereby excess varnish is directed to the 
40 

discharge mouth for gathering at the latter. 
2. The combination with a varnishing 

for the purpose specified. 
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booth, of a funnel disposed within the booth 
and provided with a discharge mouth, a tele 
scoping tubular extension connected with 
the discharge mouth, and a support for stock 
to be varnished, the support being disposed 
above the funnel, whereby excess varnish 
may be gathered and directed to the dis 
charge mouth to be collected therefrom. 

3. The combination with a varnishing 
booth, of a funnel disposed within the latter 
and provided at its lower end with a dis 
charge mouth toward which the walls of 
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the funnel converge, a turn-table disposed 
within the funnel, the front wall of the fun 
nel terminating approximately flush with 
the top of the turn-table, the side and rear 
walls of the funnel extending a substantial 
distance above the plane of the turn-table for the purpose specified. 

4. The combination with a varnishing 
booth, of a funnel disposed within the lat 
ter and provided with a discharge mouth, 
a turn-table for the stock to be varnished, 
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the turn-table being disposed within the 
funnel, and means for elevating and lower 
ing the funnel. - - 

5. The combination with a varnishing 
booth, of a funnel disposed within the latter 
and provided at its lower end with a dis 
charge mouth toward which the walls of 
the funnel converge, a turn-table, disposed 
within and carried by the funnel, a band 
in surrounding relation to the funnel, and 
extensible standards secured to the floor of 
the booth and having their upper ends con 
nected with said band in the manner and 

he affixes his signa 
VALENTINE KUKULKA. 

In testimony whereof 
ture. 
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