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ABSTRACT: The ends of an arcuate spring member are held
apart by a detecting member which is adapted to collapse and
actuate a signalling bell when struck by a golf ball putted into
the receiving area defined by the arcuate spring member. The
collapsible detecting member includes two parts which are
pivotally connected to the arcuate spring member and to each
other.
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1
GOLF PUTTING PRACTICE DEVICE

This invention relates to a golf putting practice device
which is portable and which may be readily used indoors or
outdoors. A

According to the present invention there is provided a golf
putting practice device comprising an arcuate spring member
mounted so as to define a golf ball receiving arca, a detecting
member adapted to hold the ends of the spring member apart
so as to allow entry of the golf ball into said receiving area,
said detecting member being adapted to collapse when struck
by the golf ball entering said receiving area, and signalling
means adapted to be actuated by the collapse of the detecting
member.

The invention may be better understood by reference to the
following description of a preferred embodiment thereof as il-
lustrated in the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1is a plan view;

FIG. 2 is a sectional elevation on the line 2-2 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a plan view on a smaller scale showing the position
of the device after it has been actuated by a golf ball.

In the embodiment shown in the drawings the golf putting
practice device is provided with an arcuate spring member 11
formed preferably from a length of spring steel, the spring
member 11 being mounted on a pillar 12 adjacent one side of
a base plate 13, with the concave face of the spring member
11 facing away from the base plate 13 so as to form a golf ball
receiving area. The base plate 13 preferably holds the spring
member 11 clear of the ground, and it also serves to hold the
spring member against movement when struck by a golf ball.

The ends of the spring member 11 are held apart by detect-
ing means 14 at a distance greater than the diameter of a golf
ball so that the ball may pass into the receiving area formed by
the spring member 11. The detecting means 14 of this embodi-
ment preferably comprises a metal plate extending from one
side of the spring member to the other, across, and preferably
at right angles, to the path of a golf ball entering the receiving
area. The ends of the metal plate are pivotally connected to
the spring member 11. The metal plate is formed in two parts
15 and 16 which are preferably of equal length, the parts 15
and 16 being connected together by a hinge 17, the length of
the parts 15 and 16 being chosen so that the parts are held
normally in the one vertical plane against the force applied by
the spring member 11, but are also capable of assuming a sub-
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2

stantially horizontal V-shaped form as scen in FIG. 3 when
struck by a golf ball B entering the receiving area, the force
applied by the striking ball together with the force exerted by
the arcuate spring member 11 being sufficient to cause the
metal plate to snap into its V-shaped configuration.

In this embodiment the signalling device comprises a bell 18
mounted on the pillar 12 above the spring member 11 the bell
being positioned so as to be struck by an upwardly directed
striker arm 19 projecting from the hinge 17 connecting the
two parts 15 and 16 of the metal plate, when the plate snaps
into its V-shaped configuration when struck by a golf ball. The
striker arm 19 striking the bell 18 thus gives an audible indica-
tion of a golf ball having entered the golf ball receiving area.

In use the practice device is set in a suitable position with
the metal plate forming the detecting means 14 having both
parts 15 and 16 thereof lying in the same vertical plane. When
the golfer putts the golf ball directly into the golf ball receiving
area, the ball B strikes the metal plate causing it to snap into
its V-shaped configuration, thus atlowing the striker arm 19 to
hit the bell 18 to generate an audible signal indicative of the
ball entering the receiving area.

I claim:

1. A golf putting practice device comprising an arcuate
spring member mounted so as to define a golf ball receiving
area, a detecting member adapted to hold the ends of the
spring member apart so as to allow entry of the golf ball into
said receiving area, said detecting member being adapted to
collapse when struck by the golf ball entering said receiving
area, and signalling means adapted to be actuated by the col-

lapse of the detecting member. . .
2. A golf putting practice device as claimed in claim 1

wherein said detecting member comprises a metal plate
formed of two portions of substantially equal length hingedly
connected to each other, each end of the metal plate being
pivotally connected to said arcuate spring member so as to
normally lie across the path of the golf ball entering the receiv-
ing area, the hinged portions of the metal plate being adapted
to collapse to a substantially V-shaped configuration when
struck by the golf ball entering the receiving area.

3. A golf putting practice device as claimed in claim 2
wherein said signalling means comprises a bell positioned so as
to be struck by a striker arm mounted on said metal plate
when the metal plate collapses to its V-shaped configuration.



