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ABSTRACT

A device and method for displaying a flag at night under a light, wherein the flag is
attached to a vertical rope, and a weight is attached to the bottom of the rope. The rope
and flag can be easily raised or lowered, and the flag will fly in any wind direction

without becoming wrapped around a supporting pole.
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FLAG DISPLAY DEVICE
BACKGROUND - FIELD OF INVENTION
The field of invention 1s a group of devices and methods for displaying a ﬂag flying in the

air, especially at night.

BACKGROUND - DESCRIPTION OF PRIOR ART
Over the years many, many devices have been invented for flying a flag. Representative of
prior art are the following patents, none of which is very similar to the present invention.
U.S. Patent 957,606 to Hendricks and Burnap, May 10, 1910, discloses a device for flying a
tflag in which the halyards can rotate with the flag around the pole when the wind direction
changes to avoid the flag's being wrapped around the pole. U.S. Patent 1,171,917 to Axford,
February 15, 1916, discloses a device for flying a flag involving light bulbs in a half cylinder
which can rotate with the flag. U.S. Patent 1,878,447, Feb. 20, 1931, to Sutphen discloses an
1lluminated flag pole with a transparent upper portion and light source in it to shine on the
tflag 1n any wind direction. These patents and many similar ones involve complex mechanical
parts and specially made lighting fixtures. They are obviously more complex and expensive

to make and use than the present invention.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The invention is a device and method for displaying a flag at night when it would be
1lluminated by light. In essence, the invention is a device for displaying a flag under a light
In a manner so that the flag will properly fly in a wind of any direction and will not be
wrapped around a traditional flagpole by a change of wind direction. Essentially the edge of

the flag 1s attached to a vertical rope threaded through and suspended from C-
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shaped bracket. A weight 1s attached to the rope near the bottom edge of the flag. The weight
causes the rope to which the edge of the flag is attached to remain substantially vertical no
matter which direction the wind is coming from or how strong the wind may be, within
reasonable limits. Swivel clips on the rope, above and below the flag edge attachment area,
allow the portion of the rope to which the flag edge is attached to freely rotate in the wind.
The rope with the flag attached can easily be lowered by a person on the ground for
attachment of the flag to the rope, or removal of the flag from the rope. A person on the
ground can easily elevate the flag by pulling on the rope, so that the flag is positioned near

the top of the support pole and under a light.

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention there is provided a device for
displaying and flying a flag above a surface where an operator person is located. The device
comprises: (a) a substantially C-shaped pipe means comprising a horizontal pipe means area,
a shorter vertical pipe means area, and a longer vertical pipe means area, (b) a support
member means attached adjacent to and parallel to the horizontal pipe means area, and
adjacent to and parallel to a vertical pipe means area, of part (a) above, and adapted to secure
part (a) to, and extending outward from, a flag support means above a surface where an
operator person 1s located, (¢) a flexible flag suspension means which passes from near the
surface upwards through one vertical pipe means area, through the horizontal pipe means
area, down through the other vertical pipe means area, (d) a separate flag attachment means,
the axis of which 1s in-line with the flexible flag suspension means of (¢) above, having a top
and bottom, for attachment to a flag, (e) a separate swivel means in-line between the flexible

flag suspension means and the top of the flag attachment means and connecting the flag

suspension means to, and in-line with, the top of the flag attachment means (f) a separate

second swivel means attached, in-line with the bottom of the flag attachment means, at or
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near the bottom of the flag attachment means, and (g) a weight attached at or near the second
swivel means, wherein the separate second swivel means connects, and is attached in-line
between, the bottom of the flag attachment means and the weight, whereby a flag can fly in a
wind of any direction without wrapping itself around any flag support means, and without

being impeded by any object.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention there is provided a device for
displaying and flying a flag above a surface. The device comprises: (a) a substantially C-
shaped pipe comprising a horizontal pipe area, a shorter vertical pipe area, and a longer
vertical pipe area, (b) an L-shaped support member attached to the horizontal pipe area of
part (a) above, and adapted to secure part (a) to, and extending outward from, a support pole
above a surface where an operator person is located, (¢) a rope which passes from near the
operator person surface upwards through one vertical pipe area, through the horizontal pipe
area, down through the other vertical pipe area, (d) a section of rope, having a top and
bottom, for attachment of an edge of a flag thereto, (e) a separate swivel clip in-line between,
and connecting, the rope and the top of the section of rope in (d), (f) a second separate swivel
clip attached, in-line, at the bottom of the section of rope in (d), and (g) a weight attached at
or near the second swivel clip, wherein the second swivel clip connects the bottom of the

section of the rope in (d) to the weight, whereby a flag can fly in a wind of any direction

without wrapping itself around any support pole, and without being impeded by any object.

Advantageously, some embodiments disclosed herein:
1. provide a device for displaying a flag at night under a light.

2. provide a device for easily raising and lowering a flag, and positioning it under a

light so that it will be illuminated at night.

3. provide a device which will allow a flag to properly fly in a wind of any direction

3a
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without wrapping itself around a flagpole, or other support.

4. provide a device for displaying one or more flags as discussed above, wherein the

flags are positioned in a vertical configuration and where the edge of one flag is attached to

the rope under the flag above.

5. provide a device for displaying a flag at night under a light which 1s simple to

construct.

3b
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6. To provide a device as in 5 above which is cheap to manufacture.
7. To provide a device for displaying a flag at night which can be easily attached to many
kinds of poles or vertical supports.

8. To provide a method for easily displaying a flag at night, and raising and lowering it.

DRAWING FIGURES
Figure 1 shows the basic device by which a flag may be attached to a tall supporting pole,
not shown. The device coﬁlprises essentially an L-shaped support member 2, to which a
substantially C-shaped hollow pipe (parts 4, 5, and 7) 1s attached.
Figure 2 shows a flag, the edge of which 1s attached to a rope, which rope goes through
the hollow C-shaped pipe. A weight 10 at the bottom end of the rope creates enough
tension in the rope for the flag to fly properly in a horizontal direction iﬁ a wind of any
direction.
Figure 3 shows a perspective view of the top bolt hole bracket and related pipes.
Figure 4 shows how the top bolt hole bracket and L-shaped support member are attached

to the support pole 12.

REFERENCE NUMERALS IN DRAWINGS
1. top bolt hole bracket -
2. L-shaped support member
3. light mounting area
4. horizontal pipe area

- 5. shorter vertical pipe area
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6. lower mounting bracket
7. longer vertical pipe area

8. swivel clip

9. rope or chain or cable
10. weight

11. rope cleat

12. support pole

13. light

14. 90 degree bend

15. flag

16. bolt

17. bolt hole

18. nut

DETAILED DESCIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 shows the basic structure of the invention including the L-shaped support
member 2 and the C-shaped pipe means (which could also include an open U-shaped
channel instead of a completely closed tube) comprising horizontal pipe area 4, shorter
vertical pipe area 5 and longer vertical pipe area 7. The L-shaped support member 2
could comprise a hollow pipe typically 12 inches 1n diameter, or it could be made of a
piece of metal of substantially square or rectangular cross-section. At one end of the L-

shaped support member 2 is attached a top bolt hole bracket 1 for attachment to a support

pole not shown, and at the other end 1s the light mounting area 3 where a hght fixture
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may be mounted. Attached underneath the I.-shaped support member 2 is a substantially C-
shaped pipe comprising horizontal pipe area 4, shorter vertical pipe area 5 and longer
vertical pipe area 7. The C-shaped pipe could be attached to the L-shaped support member
by welding or other attachment means. The C-shaped pipe involves two 90 degree bends 14.
The C-shaped pipe comprising parts 7, 4, and 35, 1s a hollow tube. Lower mounting bracket 6
1s also shown attached to part 2 and 7. It contains a small hole through which a bolt could

pass to secure it to the support pole not shown.

Figure 2 shows the L-shaped support member 2 attached to support pole 12 by means of top
bolt hole bracket 1 and lower mounting bracket 6. Rope or chain or cable 9 1s shown
attached to the rope cleat 11 (or other means for securing the flexible flag suspension means
to the support pole), passing upward and entering the longer vertical pipe area 7, passing
through horizontal pipe area 4 and passing downward through vertical pipe area 5. The
edge of flag 15 is attached to rope 9 (or other flag attachment means such as an elongated
rod or strip of substantially inflexible material) by clips or other attachment means well
known to those skilled in the art. Between the shorter vertical pipe area 5 and the top edge
of the flag is a swivel clip 8 (or other swivel means), well known to those skilled 1n the art,
which allows the portion of rope 9 to which the flag 15 1s attached to swivel with respect to
the rest of the rope 9. Likewise beneath the flag 15 1s another swivel clip 8 between the rope
9 and the weight 10. A light 13 1s shown attached to the night end (light mounting area 3)

of L-shaped support member 2. This provides light by shining down on flag 15. The

lower mounting bracket 6 1s shown attached to support pole 12 by means of a bolt or

screw (not shown) passing though 1ts hole and into support pole 12. The top bolt

0
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hole bracket 1 is attached to the support pole 12 by bolt 16. The ground or other operator

person surface (not shown) is at the bottom of support pole 12.

Figure 3 shows the top bolt hole bracket 1 welded to L-shaped support member 2 which
is welded to longer vertical pipe area 7. Also show attached is lower mounting bracket 6.
Bolt hole 17 receives a bolt 16 not shown which attaches the assembly to the support pole

12 not shown.

Figure 4 shows how the L-shaped support member 2 is attached to support pole 12 by
means of bolt 16 which passes through bolt hole 17 in Figure 4. The lower mounting
bracket 6 is also attached to the support pole 12 by a bolt or screw (not shown) passing
through a hole in lower mounting Brackef 6. The end of bolt 16 1s secured to the support

pole 12 by a nut 18.

DESCRIPTION—PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
The preferred embodiment of the invention is as describéd above. The L-shaped support
member 2 is typically 1 7z inch pipe of any suitable metal which can be bent 90 degrees,
yet retain its strength in the bent configuration. waever, the L-shaped bracket could also
be made of solid metal capable of being formed in an L-shape. Thexpipe comprising
parts 4, 5, and 7 would typically be of a suitable metal adapted for welding to the L-
shaped bracket. These matters are well known to those skilled 1n the art. This pipe would

typically be % or 1 inch in diameter, depending on the thickness of rope 9 desired. The

dimensions of other parts are variable depending on the size and weight of the flag,
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desired height for the ﬂag, etc. The weight of weight 10 would typically be 5 to 10
pounds or more, but that could vary depending on the size, weight and wind resistance of
the flag, the number of flags, the expectgd wind velocity, etc. A heavier weight would be
used for a larger flag, more flags, or higher wind velocity. The L-shaped brackét (or other
support member means such as brackets of other shapes) could also be attached to
support pole 12 (or other flag support means such as the corner of other portion of a
building) by other means known to thosé skilled in the art inclixding screws, bands,
clamps, etc. The light 13 could be a normal incandescent bulb or mercury vapor or
sodium vapor bulb. It could be controlled by a switch near the ground or by a photocell

which would turn it on at night.

OPERATION OF THE INVENTION

" Before the L-shaped support member 2, together with C-shaped pipe comprising paﬁs 4,
5, and 7 are attached fo support pole 12, a rope 9 (or other flexible flag suspension means
such as a chain or cable) is threaded through the C-shaped pipe. The weight 10 is
 attached to the end olf rope 9 as shown in Figure 3. When the L-shaped support member -
2 1s attached to support pole 12, the weight 10 can hold down the rope 9 within the reach
of a person on the ground. The person then attaches ﬂag 15 to the portion of rope 9
between the two swivel clips 8. The person can then go over to the portion of the rope 9
next to support pole 12, pull down the rope and raise the flag 15 to a position underneath
the \light 13.* The rope 9 is then secured to rope cleat 11. Because the weight 10 can
create -substantial tension in the rope 9 and cause the portion of rOpé 9to whiéh the edge

of the flag is attached to remain substantially vertical, the flag 15 can fly in any
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horizontal direction depending on the wihd direction, without wrapping itself around the
support pole 12 or the rope 9, since the portion of the rope 9 to which the flag is attached
can rotate between the two swiizel clips 8. Potentially, one or more flags couid be
attached to the rope 9 under the top flag. The weight 10 is selected to be heavy enough to
produce enough tension on the rope 9 to keep the rope 9 substantially vertical, and non-
swinging in the wind. The exact welight of weight is selected to be large enough to
provide a stable arrangement depending on the weight and surface area of the flags
attached to rope 9. If it is desired to lower the flag, a person can loosen rope 9 from rope
cleat 11 and allow the flag 15 to descend, under the influence of weight 10, within reach

of the person so that the flag can be detached from the rope 9.

TESTS
The Inventor has tested the flag to verify that it would fly properly in a wind of any
direction without wrapping itself around the tall support pole or the rope. The Inventor
also verified that the flag coﬁld be easily attached to the pipe and raised to a position

under a light.

ADDITIONAL EMBODIMENTS
The flag, weight and rope could also be suspended from any supporting object up in the
air above the ground and substantially away ﬁom any surface or object which could limit
the free flying of the flag. A method for displaying and flying a flagina wind of any
direction without the flag beihg wrapped around a support means or being irhpeded by

any object, would be clear to a person skilled in the art and would comprise assémbling
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the parts described in the Figures and described in the Preferred Embodiment and

Operation of the Invention sections of this Application.

CONCLUSIONS, RAMIFICATIONS AND SCOPE
A number of changes are possible to the parts described above while still remaining
within the scope and spirit of the invention. The specifics about the form of the invention
described in this application are not intended to be limiting in scope. The scope of the

invention is to be determined by the claims and their legal equivalents, not the examples

given above.

10
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I claim:
1. A device for displaying and flying a flag above a surface where an operator person is
located, comprising:

(a) a substantially C-shaped pipe means comprising a horizontal pipe means area, a
shorter vertical pipe means area, and a longer vertical pipe means area,

(b) a support member means attached adjacent to and parallel to the horizontal pipe
means area, and adjacent to and parallel to a vertical pipe means area, of part (a) above, and
adapted to secure part (a) to, and extending outward from, a flag support means above a
surface where an operator person is located,

(¢) a flexible flag suspension means which passes from near the surface upwards
through one vertical pipe means area, through the horizontal pipe means area, down through
the other vertical pipe means area,

(d) a separate flag attachment means, the axis of which is in-line with the flexible
flag suspension means of (c¢) above, having a top and bottom, for attachment of an edge of a
flag thereto,

(e) a separate swivel means in-line between the flexible flag suspension means and
the top of the flag attachment means and connecting the flag suspension means to, and in-
line with, the top of the flag attachment means

(f) a separate second swivel means attached, in-line with the bottom of the flag
attachment means, at or near the bottom of the flag attachment means, and

(g) a weight attached at or near the second swivel means, wherein the separate
second swivel means connects, and is attached in-line between, the bottom of the flag

attachment means and the weight, whereby a flag can fly in a wind of any direction without

wrapping itself around any flag support means, and without being impeded by any object.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the said support member means comprises an L-shaped

support member.

3. The device of claim 2, wherein the flexible flag suspension means includes at least one of

a cable and a chain.

4. The device of claim 3 wherein the flag attachment means is at least one of a section of

rope; a rod; and a strip of substantially inflexible material.

11
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. The device of claim 4, further comprising a light attached substantially near the end of

the support member means at a position substantially over the flag.

6. The device of claim 5 further comprising means for securing the flexible flag suspension

means to the flag support means.

7. The device of claim 2, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag suspension

means to the flag support means.

8. The device of claim 2, further comprising a light attached substantially near the end of

the support member means at a position substantially over the flag.

9. The device of claim 8, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag suspension

means to the flag support means.

10.The device of claim 3, further comprising a light attached substantially near the end of

the support member means at a position substantially over the flag.

11. The device of claim 10, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

12. The device of claim 3, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

13. The device of claim 4, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

14. The device of claim 1, wherein the flexible flag suspension means of part (¢) includes at

least one of a cable and chain.

15. The device of claim 14, further comprising a light attached substantially near the end of

the support member means at a position substantially over the flag.

12
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16. The device of claim 15, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

17. The device of claim 14, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

18. The device of claim 1, wherein the flag attachment means of part (d) is at least one of a

section of rope; a rod; and a strip of substantially inflexible material.

19. The device of claim 18, further comprising a light attached substantially near the end of

the support member means at a position substantially over the flag.

20. The device of claim 19, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

21. The device of claim 18, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.
22. The device of claim 1, wherein the swivel means of part (e) is a swivel clip.

23. The device of claim 22, further comprising a light attached substantially near the end of

the support member means at a position substantially over the flag.

24. The device of claim 23, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

25. The device of claim 22, further comprising a means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

26. The device of claim 1, further comprising a light attached substantially near the end of

the support member means at a position substantially over the flag.

13
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27. The device of claim 26, further comprising a means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

28. The device of claim 1, further comprising means for securing the flexible flag

suspension means to the flag support means.

29. A device for displaying and flying a flag above a surface, comprising:

(a) a substantially C-shaped pipe comprising a horizontal pipe area, a shorter vertical
pipe area, and a longer vertical pipe area,

(b) an L-shaped support member attached to the horizontal pipe area of part (a)
above, and adapted to secure part (a) to, and extending outward from, a support pole above
a surface where an operator person is located,

(c) a rope which passes from near the operator person surface upwards through one
vertical pipe area, through the horizontal pipe area, down through the other vertical pipe
area,

(d) a section of rope, having a top and bottom, for attachment of an edge of a flag

thereto,

(e) a separate swivel clip in-line between, and connecting, the rope and the top of the
section of rope 1n (d),

(f) a second separate swivel clip attached, in-line, at the bottom of the section of
rope 1in (d), and

(g) a weight attached at or near the second swivel clip, wherein the second swivel

clip connects the bottom of the section of the rope in (d) to the weight, whereby a flag can
fly in a wind of any direction without wrapping itself around any support pole, and without

being impeded by any object.

30. The device of any one of claims 1 to 28, wherein said flexible flag suspension means

COmprises a rope.

31. The device of any one of claims 1 to 28, wherein said flag support means comprises a

support pole.

32. The device of any one of claims 1 to 29, wherein said surface comprises the ground.

14
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33. The device of any one of claims 6, 7,9, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 20, 21, 24, 25, 27, 28

wherein said means for securing comprises a rope cleat.

15
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