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a cil whom, it may concern; 
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Application 6.283.3 eicuary 2, 

Be it know a that I, FREE. F. REA-1, 5 citi 
2e of the United States, residing in the city 
of Lincoln, in the county of Lancaster and 
State of Nebraska, have invented a new and useful improvement in Metal Bridging for 
Ficor-Joist, of which the following is a 
specification. ... r 

hly invention relates to netal-bridging for 
figor-joists, by which wood floor-joists in the 
floors of bridges and building structures are 
secureiy held spaced apart in proper position 
regardless of compression or other strains. 

The objects of Iny invetition are:--First, 
to provide a cheap, substantial and durable 
bridging meinier for floor-joist. S Secoid, to 
provide a bridging-member that will effect 
considerable saving in expense for tile, 
labor and materia when stayigg & fibi'ac 
ing floor-joist, and third, to provide a 

if it 
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ing-member its pervious to insistiiie and 
adapted for carrying compression and ten 
sion strains without in pairing the is tegrity 
of the fastenings. I attain these objects by 
the means and devices illustrated in the ac 
comparaying drawing, in which 

Figure is a perspective view of . 
plete invention: Fig.2 a side elevat. 
iny invention. illustrating the actiiod of ap 
plying same: Fig. 3 a plan view of Iny in 
vention, and Fig. 4 a sectional view of a floor supported by iioor-joist provided with my 
invention. 

Similar numerals refer to similar parts 
throughout the drawing. 
The taileral indicates a body-member 

consisting of a strip of sheet metai. Such as C 

galvanized-iroi, steel, and the like fiat 
metals, preferably of steel. The said strip 
is narroty in width and provided with a 
length adapted for extending dewi Yardly 
from the upper-edge of one fict):-joist, be 

- neath the adjoining fioor-joist, and up 

5. 

wardly to the upper-edge of gile inext ad 
joining iioor-joist, as shown in Figs, 2 and 
4. Adjacent the niddie of said strip, and 
substaitially equi-distant frin its exact 
center, on both sides thereof, he strip is 
bent upwardly a distance for the purpose of 
providing the limbs 2 and 3. The terminal 
part of each of said limbs 2 and 3 is bent 
outwa'iliy to provide ilg's 
igs are each provided with a piirality of 
holes 3 aperttired the rein through which the 
fastening devices are forced ii) i? tie fig33 
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4 and 5, which 

39 scii:stic. of . 

, joist. Theirni)s are 

irgings 15, 15 ip 

is ..., te : its gate f.g. i. 
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each indeited longiti 
dirialiy to provide a rib 8 adapted for added 
strength and rigidity. The intermediate 
polition of said strip located between the 3 
Wardly-being liaibs 2 and 3 provides a seat 9 80 
tipo) which a retaining-ijerinbei () is in 
mov: by secured by the headed rivets 11 in 
Seited in the holes 2 apertured in the seat 
9 and in the retaining-member 10. The said 
retaining-meinber 10 comprises an oblong is 
plate of piani, incial similar to the metai 
body - in ember provided integrally witi, 
proings -, -}...projecting fro1 oriesiiie of 
the plate 3, outwardly of and parallei Yith 
tie (pposite sides of the inocy-member . 
- ject froin the opposite side 
of the piate 13, orityardy of and paralict 

; : 

with the opposite sides of the iody 
'y', 'Gings it, is, inci the i' is - 

led and pert wards 
ic: position and 

": 'dly airp 
ides of tie fi}o'-'s 

t portiory of 
ti adjustment, 

is kiwia that yoge 
s he same, have varia 

3. C. purpose of os 
adjastient of the retain 

: floor-joist regardless of 
Siach variations siots 17 are apel'tired trans 
versely in the plate i3 in line with the iii 
de-edge of each of the prolings 5, 15. The 
{) is 17 provide hears for bending the 

prongs 15, 5 tip wardly io engage the fiocr 
'egardless of any variation in the thici - 

the foor-joisi 
To apply ny Janetal bridging the plate 13 

of the retaining-nenber 20 is placed in on 
gagement, with the lower eige of the floor 
joist, and the r()ings 14 and i5 are ireni in)- 
wardly and the points 6 forced into the a 
jcsite sities of the iioo'-joist. The lings 4 
and 5 ai'e positione gild secured than the 
upper-edge of the fioo-joist next adjoining 
of opposite sides of the floor-joist engaged 
by the retailing-member 10, The metal 
bridging is similarly applied to each floor 
joist this effecting a ing of tie indi 
vidal fio?or-joist, as show in Fig. 4, adapt 
ed to carry coin pression strains and provide 
laterai racing secured by fastening devices 
is it affected by tension stai 
While show my invention as courisii) g 

tyc aernisers 'igidly assembled the Saine 
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may be made integral and stamped from 
sheet metal without departing from my in 
vention or the scope of the appended claim. 
Having described my invention claim: 
In a joist bridging, a metal bridge mem 

ber consisting of a body-member having a 
flat-portion located intermediate its length 
and having an upwardly-extending limb 
outwardly from the opposite sides of said 
flat-portion, the terminal part of each of 
said limbs provided with an outwardly-ex 
tending lug having a plurality of holes aper 

for the entry of fas tured therein adapte 
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tening devices, and a metal retaining-mem 
ber secured on the flat portion of the body 
member, said retaining-member consisting of 
an oblong plate formed with prongs extend 
ing upwardly from its opposite side edges 
and having their terminal points bent in 
wardly, adapted for clutching wood floor 
joist to retain the body-member in place. 

FRED H. REAM. 
Witnesses: 

JAMEs NICHOLs, 
HERBERT E. DoRRs. 
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