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To all, whom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM. H. SYTHES, 

of Boston, in the county of Suffolk and State 
of Massachusetts, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Garment-Sup 
9ters, of which the following is a specifica 
10. 
This invention has relation to garment 

holders and supporters generally, and is par 
ticularly adapted for use in supporting stock 
ings, leggins, &c. 

It is the object of the invention to provide 
a garment holder and supporter which may 
be readily and quickly attached to and re 
leased from the garment, hold the garment 
securely when attached, and have no liability 
of tearing or otherwise injuring the goods by 
reason of its connection there with or hold 
thereon. 
To these ends the invention consists of a 

garment clasp or holder and support consist 
ing of a base plate provided with a button 
having an oval or elongated head horizontally 
arranged, and a locking plate provided with 
an Oval or elongated eye or slot vertically ar 
ranged each plate having independent straps 
connected therewith, so that a portion of the 
garment may be placed over the head of the 
button, and the locking plate turned at a 
right angle to its normal position and pressed 
down thereon with the result of passing the 
head of the button with the cloth of the gar 
ment thereover through the eye of the locking 
plate, in such manner that when the latter as 
Sumes its normal position or a position paral 
lel with the base plate the two plates will be 
buttoned or locked together and the garment 
held securely between the same and over the 
head and around the neck of the button, all 
as I Will now proceed to describe and claim. 

Reference is to be had to the annexed draw 
ings and to the letters marked thereon, form 
ing a part of this specification, the same let 
ters designating the same parts or features, as 
the case may be, wherever they occur. Of the drawings-Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a garment holder and supporter 
complete, constructed in accordance with my 
invention, one strap equipped with my im 

A. 

provements being shown as attached to a gar 
ment which may be supposed to be a stocking 
and the other strap being shown with the 

So 

plates separated. Fig. 2 is a sectional detail 
view taken on the line 22 of Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is 
a sectional detail view taken on the line 33 
of Fig. 1 at a right angle to the line on which 
Fig. 2 is taken. In the drawings a designates the strap of 
the supporter, the upper ends of which may 
be provided with a buckle b or means for at 
taching it to a nether or other garment. The 
lower ends of the said straps are shown as 
provided with my improved clasp or holder 
which consists of a base plate or part c which 
may be connected with the main strap of the 
pair of straps a, the said base plate or part 
being provided on its outerface with a button 
having an elongated or oval-shaped head d, 
and a necke which is preferably, though not 
necessarily, made of a diameter equal to the 
width of the head, as shown. f designates a locking plate or part which 
may be attached to the lower end of a supple 
mental slack or quite elastic strap g connected 
at its other end with the main strap C, and 
provided with an elongated or oval eye g’ver 
tically arranged, so that by placing a portion 
of a garment h over the head of the button, turning the locking platefto aposition atright 
angles to the base plate, as shown at the left 
in Fig. 1, and passing the head of the button 
through the said eyeg' and then allowing the 
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two plates to assume normal position as shown 
at the right in Fig. 1, the button with the 
fabric thereover will become securely locked 
and held over the head and around the neck 
of the button, so that the fabric of the gar 
ment cannot be detached from the holder by 
strain or tension thereon, and yet so as not to 
tear or otherwise damage the fabric. 

It will be observed that, when the supporter 
is in use, and the main strap a is taut, the 
supplemental strap g, by reason of its elas 
ticity, will tend to hold the locking-plate f 
lengthwise with respect to the base-plate c, 
and thereby maintain the transverse relation 
of the button-head and slot. \ 

If desired, one of the plates, as the base 
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plate, may be provided with a lug or projec 
tion i and the other with a corresponding de 
pression i on their opposing faces so that 
when brought into normal position they may 
become locked together, but this provision for 
most cases, is unnecessary. 

It is obvious that the straps may be at 
tached to the plates or parts c and f at any 
point and in any way that may be considered 
most advantageous and as will best subserve 
the purpose of the invention. It is also to be 
observed that the head of the button may be 
elongated vertically and the slot or eyeg' may 
extend laterally; and furthermore that the po 
sition in which the device is used does not 
effect the invention, the terms “vertically,” 
“laterally,' &c., being herein employed sim 
ply for the purpose of clearness of description. 
With this invention it will be seen that the 

clasp or holder may be readily and easily at 
tached to and detached from a garment, and 
when the latter is engaged by the invention 
it will be most securely held. 

Having thus explained the nature of the in 
vention and described a way of constructing 
and using the Salme, though without attempt 
ing to set forth all of the forms in which it 
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may be made or all of the modes of its use, it 
is declared that what is claimed is - 

1. A garment clasp or holder and support 3o 
comprising in- its construction a flat base 
plate or holder provided with a button having 
an oval or elongated head, horizontally ar 
ranged and a reduced shank, and a flat lock 
ing plate provided with an oval or elongated 
eye, vertically arranged, each plate having an 
independent strap connected with its upper 
end, as set forth. 

2. A garment clasp or holder comprising in 
its construction a separate flat base plate pro 
vided with an elongated button having a re 
duced shank and a separate flatlocking plate 
provided with an elongated eye said button 
and eye being when in use at a right angle to 
each other, and means for securing the plates 
to the supporting straps, as set forth. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification, in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses, this 2d day of Jan 
uary, A. D. 1893. 

WILLIAM. H. SYTHES. 
Witnesses: 

ARTHUR W. CROSSLEY, 
F. PARKER DAVIS. 
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