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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WirLram FrERMAN, a
citizen of the United States of America, re-
siding at Grand Rapids, in the county of
Kent and State of Michigan, have invented
certain new and useful Tmprovements in Dis-
play-Racks; and I do hereby declare the fol-
ﬁ)wing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the invention, such as will enable
others skilled in the art to which it apper-
tains to make and use the same.

My invention relates to display racks for
holding varjous articles of merchandise, and
its object is to provide an improved expan-
sible rack adapted to be increased or de-
creased in width to conform to the goods to
be placed therein, and also adapted to be
folded in compact form for storage or trans-
portation as occasion may require, and to

rovide the same with various new and use-
ful features hereinafter more fully described
and particularly pointed out in the claims.

My device consists essentially ‘of a pair of
telescopic side bars each supporting upright
retainers, said bars being connected by arms
separately pivoted at one end to a center
plate and having heads provided with inter-
meshing teeth at the periphery, whereby all
of the arms move simultaneously about {heir
pivots, said arms being pivoted at their ends
to the respective outer ends of the side bars,
and auxiliary strips pivoted to each other at
one end and to the arms at the other end,
and projecting between the outer ends of the
side bars, as will more fully appear by refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

Figure 1. is a perspective of the device ad-
justed for use; Fig. 2. an inverted plan view
of the same; and Fig. 3. an inverted plan
view of the device closed in compact form.

Like numbers refer to like parts in all of
the figures.

A pair of side bars 1 are arranged parallel
with each other and adapted to approach and
recede, each bar being divided and overlap-
ping at the middle and each portion provided
at the overlapping end with a clip 2 attached
thereto and slidably embracing the other
portion, whereby the bar is adapted to elon-
gate and contact longitudinally. In the
outer end of each bar is mounted upright re-
tainers preferably formed of inverted U-
shaped wire loops riveted at their ends in
openings in the bars.

3 1s a center plate to support the middle
of the goods and to which is pivotally at-
tached four radiating arms 4 each having a
head concentric with its pivot and provided

with gear teeth which intermesh with those g
of the two adjacent heads whereby all four:

of the arms are caused to move simultane-
ously about their pivots. The outer ends of
these arms extend to near the respective
outer ends of the side bars and are pivoted
thereto, whereby the said bars are supported
in the same horizontal plane and carried
toward and from each other as the arms
simultaneously turn on their pivots. These

arms also serve in part to support the ma-

terial, and to provide further support for
the same, strips 6 of equal length and of.
substantially one-half of the length of the
arms 4 are pivoted at one end to the respec-
tive arms midway thereof and each pair of
sald strips extend outward from these pivots
and are pivoted to each other at their outer

ends, which ends are substantially midway

between the ends of the side bars. These
strips thus serve to support the outer ends of
the goods placed in the device.

"The operation of my device is obvious from
the drawings and foregoing description.

What I claim is: ‘

1. A display rack comprising telescopic
side bars, a center plate, arms separately
pivoted to the center plate at their adjacent
ends and pivoted to the side bars at their
other ends, and upright retainers on the re-
spective ends of the side bars.

2. A display rack comprising side bars di-
vided and overlapping at the middle, means
for slidably connecting said overlapping por-
tions, a center plate, arms separately pivoted
at their adjacent ends to said plate and piv-
oted to the side bars at their other ends, and
upright retainers on the respective ends of
the side bars.

3. A display rack comprising telescopic
side bars, a center plate, arms separately piv-
oted to said platesand having heads provided
with intermeshing gear teeth whereby the
arms are connected to turn simultaneously,
said arms also supporting the side bars and
pivoted thereto.

4. A display rack comprising telescopic
side bars arranged parallel and in the same
plane, upright retainers fixed on the respec-
tive ends of said bars, a center plate, arms
separately pivoted to the center plate at one
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end and to the side bars at the other end,
strips pivoted at one end to the respective
arms near the middle thereof and extended
outward and between the side bars and also
pi\(rioted to each other in pairs at their outer
endas. ‘

5. In a display rack, the combination of
side bars having overlapping parts, clips at-
tached to each of said parts and slidably en-
gaging the other part, upright retainers on
each part, a center plate, arms separately
pivoted to said plates at one end, heads on
said arms each having teeth intermeshing
with the teeth on two adjacent heads, said
arms also pivoted at their outer ends to the
side bars, strips pivoted at one end to the re-
spective arms near the middle thereof and
extending outward to between the ends of
the side bars and pivoted to each other in
pairs at their outer ends.

6. A display rack comprising telescopic
side bars, upright retainers on the respective
ends of the side bars, radially projecting
arms pivoted near the middle of the device
and also pivoted to the respective ends of the
side bars to support and adjust the.same.

7. A display rack combining side bars, up-
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' right retainers on the respective ends of the
side bars, radial arms pivoted near the mid-
dle of the device, means for simultaneously
moving.the arms, said arms being pivoted to
the side bars near the respective ends of the
same, and strips pivoted at one end to the
arms near the middle thereof and extending
outward between the ends of the side bars,
and also pivotally connected at their outer
ends. '

8. A display rack comprising side bars
having divided and overlapping portions
slidably connected, upright U-shaped retain-
ers on the respective ends of the side bars,
radially projecting arms pivoted near the
middle of the device and having their ends
pivoted to the side bars, and strips pivoted
at one end to the arms and extending out-
ward therefrom to between the ends of the
arms and also pivoted to each othier in pairs
at their outer ends.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

WILLIAM FREEMAN.
Witnesses:
PaLMER A. JONES,
L. V. MouLTON.
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