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COVER FOR & COMPUTING DEVICE
BACKGROUND

{86811 The emergence and popudarity of mobile computing has made portable
cornputing devices, due to thelr compact design and light weight, a staple in taday's
marketplace, Smariphones, lablets, and notebooks are examiples of poriable
somputing devices that are widely used. Such devices may employ 3 touchscreen
on a display surface of the device that may be used for both viewing and input,
{sers of such devices may interact with the touchscresn via finger or shylus

gesiures.
BERIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

16042} FiGs, 1A-B dlustrate 3 cover for a computing device, aocording 1o an example;
and

{86031 FIGs. 2A-B Hlustrate a system including a profective cover and a computing

device, gocording to an example.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

{80041 While using a portable compuiing device such as a smaniphone, {ablet, or
notebook, it may be desirable to protect the computing device via a protective cover,
As an example, the protective cover may prevent damage to the computing device
fronm accidental drops. The protective cover may be used o cover various portions
of the computing device, such as the display surface andior the back surface
anposite the display swrface. As an exgmple, the protective cover may protect at
least the display surface when the computing device s not in use. When designing
such protective covers, factors that may be considerad include al least aesthetics

and sase of uga.

{80051 Examples disclosed hereiny provide a proteciive cover for a porfable
computing device, such as a simariphonea, tablet, or notebook. As will be further
described, the protective cover generally includes a first set of segments having a
first durometer, and a second sat of segments having a second durometer jower
than the first durometer. Segments from the second set may be disposed between
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segments from the first set, and be fush with the first sl Az an example, the
protective cover is foldable along the segments from the second sel. The witlth of
the segments from the second set may contribute o the ussbility of the computing
device, as will be further described. Iy addition, with the first and second setfs being
flush with respect 1o sach other, the chances of a surface of the cover inadvertently
getting caught on another surface is reduced.

{8666} With referencs (o the figures, FiGs. 1A-B Hlustrate g cover 100 fora
computing devics, according o an exampls. FIG. 1A Hlustrates an exploded view of
the cover 100 and s components, and FIG. 1B dluslrates an assembled view of the
cover 100, As mentioned above, the cover 140 may be used 10 cover varous
portions of the computing device, such as the display surface or the badk surface
opposite the display swiface. As an example, the cover 100 may prevent damage o
the computing device from accidental drops.

{06671 As Hlustrated, the cover 100 includes a first set of segments 102 having & first
durometer, and a gecond set of segments 104 having 8 second durometer ower
than the first dwrometer. As an example, the first set of segments 102 may
correspond 10 rigid materials, and the second set of segments 104 may correspond
o flexible matenials {e.g., having a bwer duromster than the rigid materials), allowing
for the cover 100 to bendabie along the flexible materials. As an exampls, the cover
100 may include three segments 102 from the first set and two segments 104 from
thesecond sef, as dlustrated. However, the number of ssgmants 102, 104 from
aach set may vary. For example, the cover 100 may include only two segments 102
from the first sel, and a single segment 104 from the sscond set disposead betwesn
the two segments 102 from the first s&t, alfowing for the two segments 102 from the

first set o be folded with respect to each other.

{208 Az mentionsed above, segments 102 fram the frst setmay be composed of a
rigid or semivrigid material in order (o provide a level of sturdiness and dgidity while
using the cover 100 with a computing device. In addition, the rigid materials may
provide an extra laver of protection for the computing device, Examples of matedals
that may be used for the segments 102 from the first set include, but are not limited
o, plastics, fiber glass, carbon fiber composites, and metals.
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{8091 Each segment 108 from the first set may be separated from other ssgmaents
107 from the first set by segments 104 from the second set, which s composad of
foldalde or pliable material. As an example, the segments 104 fram the second set
gre composed of elastomeric materials that have a lower durometer than the rigid or
sami-rigid materials of the segments 102 from ihe first sel. The thickness of the
segments 104 from the second set may maleh or be similar 1o the thickness of the
segments 102 from the first sef, thereby aliowing for the cover 100 {0 have a flush
appearance. As an example, the second set of segments 104 are flush with the first
set of segments 102, as lustrated in FIG 1B,

B8] By having segments 104 from the second set as thick as the segments 102
from the first sef, the segments 104 of the cover 100 may provide a grester amount
of shock absorption, for sxample, from accidental drops, compared (o thinner or no
materials bebween the segments 102 from the first set. Ancther advantage of having
the second set of segments 104 flush with the first set of segments 102 is the
reduced chance of the cover 100 inadvertently geting caught on another surface.
For example, when the compuling device couplad with the cover 100 is baing slid
into a book bag or purse, it is teas Bkely for the cover 104 to calch on other objects,
particutarty due fo the flush surface of the cover 100, In, the flush appesarance of the

cover 100 provides a cleaner assthelic for a more appealing product

{8611} Referring fo FIGs, 1A-8, the cover 100 may include & first covering 106 andior
a second covering 108, For example, the first covering 106 may cover a8 top fiush
surface of the first and second sets of segments 102, 104, Similarly, the second
oovering 108 may cover a boltiom flush surface of the first and sscond setls of
segments 102, 104 opposiie the top flush swrface. Howsver, the use of the first or
second coverings 108, 108 may not be required, parficularly as flush swiaces are
alraady provided via the combination of the first and second sets of segments 102,
104,

[6012] FiGs. 2A-R dlustrate 3 system including & protective cover 200 and 3
computing device 210, according {o an example. Smiar 1 cover 100 from FiGs.
1AB, cover 200 may be used o cover various pordions of the computing device 210,
such as the display surface or the back swiface opposite the display surface. As
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flustrated, the cover 200 includes a first set of segments 202 having s firs
durameter, and a second set of segments 204 having a second durameter lower
than the first durometer. As will be further described, the first sof of segments 202
mgy correspond to rigid matenals, and the second set of segments 204 may
corraspond to flexible materials (8.9, having 3 lowsr durometer than the nigid
materials), allowing for the cover 200 {0 bendable along the Hexible malerials. As
Hustrated i FiG. 28, the cover 200 is bendable along the second set of segments
204,

{137 As air example, segments 202 from the first set may be composgead of & fgid
of semi-igid material i order {0 provide a tevel of sturdiness and rigidity while using
the cover 200 with the computing device 210, in addition, the righd materials may
provide an extra laver of protection for the computing device 210, Examples of

materials thatl may be used for {he segments 202 from the first sel include, but are
not imited o, plastics, 8ber glass, carbon fiber composites, and metals,

{68141 Each segment 202 from the firs! set may be saparated from other segments
202 from the first sef by segmenis 204 from the second sel, which is composed of
foldahle or pliable material. As an example, the segments 204 from the second set
are compased of elastomernc materials that have 3 lower durameter than the rigid or
semi-rigid materials of the segments 202 from the first el The thickness of the
segments 204 from the sscond sef may malch or be similar 1o the thickness of the
segments 202 rom the first set, thereby aliowing for the cover 200 10 have a fush
appearance. As an example, the second set of segmeants 204 are flush with the first
set of segments 202, as fHustrated in FIG. 2B,

{80151 As an example, the width of sach segment 204 from second set varies with
respect {0 each other, For example, referring to FIG. 2B, the width of the upper
segment 204, near the midsection of the computing device 210, may be wider than
the width of the lower segment 204, for closing the computing device 210 within the
cover 200 {(8.g., a folio cover). As a result, by being able o increase the width of
cartin segments 204, softer cwrvatlires may be provided. Referring to the upper
sagment 204, which has a wider width, for example, to the lower segment 204, the
bounce factor, while using touch on the display surface of the computing devics 218,
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may be improved. In addition 1 having various widths, each segment 204 from the
second sat may have varying durometers, alf lower than the durometer of the rigid or
gembrigid segments 202, This is particularly useful when the bendability of gach

segment 204 may have o vary,

[8016] 1Lis appraciated that axamples dascrbed may nolude vanous componsnts
and features. It is also appreciated that numaerous specific details are set forth to
provide g thorough understanding of the examples. Howesver, | is appreciated that
the examples may be practiced without limitations o these specific details. in other
stances, well known methods and structures may not be deseribed in delatt to
avoid unnecessarily obscuring the descriplion of the sxamples. Also, the examples

may be used in combination with each other.

{8817} Reference in the specification 1o “an example” or similar langusge means that
3 particular featurs, structre, or characteristic described i connsction with the
exampia i includad in at least one sxample, but not necessanly in other examples,
The various instances of the phrase “in one sxample” or similar phrages in various

places in the specification are nol necessarily all referring 1o the same example.

{181 It is appreciated that the previous desaription of the disclosed examples is
provided {0 enable any person skified in the art fo make or yse the present
disclosure. Various modifications {0 these examples will be readily apparent {o thoss
gkilled in the arl, and the generic principles defined herein may be applied to other
examples without departing from the spirit or scope of the disclosure. Thus, the
present disclosure is not intendead 1o be imiled ¢ the examples shown herein but is
1o be accorded the widest spope congistent with the principles and novel fealures

disciosed herain.
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CLAIMSE
1. A cover for & computing device, the cover comprising:

a first set of segments having a first durometer; and

a second sat of segments having a second durometer lower than the first
adurometer, wherein ssgments from the second set are disposad between segments
from the first set, and wherein the second set of segments are flush with the first set

of segments.

2 The cover of claim 1, wherein each segment from the second set have

varving durometers, all lower than the first durometer

3 The cover of claim 1, comprising:
g first covering o cover 8 top flush surface of the first and second sets of

segments.

4. The cover of claim 3, comprising:
a second covering to cover a bottom flush surface of the first and secand sels

of segments opposite the top flush surface.

&, The cover of claim 1, wherein a width of each segment from the second sst

varias with respect {0 each other.

8. The cover of claim 1, whersin by the second sef of segments having a
thickness sirnilar o the first set of segmenis, the second set of segmenis is o
provide shock absorption o protect the computing device.
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7. A cover for a computing device, the cover compnsing:

rigid segments having a first duromester; and

elastomeric segments disposed hetweean the rigid segments, wherein the
slastomeric segmenis have a sscond durometer lower than the first duromeler and

have a thickness similar 1 the rigid segments.

8. The cover of olaim 7, wherein sach slastomeric segment have varving

durometers, all lower than the first duromster,

8. The cover of claim 7, comprising:
& first covering o cover a top flush surfacs of the rigid and elastomerio

sagments.

18, The cover of caim 8, comprising:
& sacond covering fo cover g botton flush surface of the rigid and siastomeric

segments opnosite the top flush surfacs.

11, The cover of claim 7, wherein a width of sach segment from the slastomeric

segments vanes with respeact {0 each other.

12, The cover of olaim 7, wherein by the alastomeric segments having a thickness
similar o the ngid segments, the slasiomsric segments ares {o provide shock
absorption o protect the computing device.

130 Asystem comprising:
& computing device including a display surface and a back surface opposite
the display swface; and
a cover for the computing devics, the cover comprising:
a first st of ssgments having a first durometer; and
8 second set of segments having a second durometer lower than the
first durometer, whereain segments from the second set are disposed betwaen
segments from the first set, and wherein the second set of segments have a
thicknass similar to the first set of segmenis.

ek
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14,  The system of claim 13, wherein esch segment rom the second set have

varying durometers, all lower than the first durometer,

15, The system of caim 13, wherein & widih of sach segment from the second set

varies with respect & sach other.
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