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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

LEWIS A. WILLIAMS, OF KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN.

ATTACHMENT FOR PICKED STRINGED INSTRUMENTS.

No. 916,906.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Lewrs Avrrrep Wir-
L1AMS, a citizen of the United States, resid-
ing in the city and county of Kalamazoo,
State of Michigan, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Attach-
ments for Picked Stringed Instruments, of
which the following is a specification.

This invention relates to attachments for
picked stringed instruments.

In playing musical instruments of the
picked stringed type, some players use the
front of the body as a guide and support for
their hand when manipulating the. strings,
the hand contacting with the body as it
moves back and forth over the same. As a
result, when such players use an instrument
in which the front of the body is swelled,
their stroke is uneven, owing to the dip of
the hand in following the surface of the
body.

It is the main object of this invention to
provide an improved hand guide and finger
rest plate for stringed instruments, which
may be applied to picked stringed musical
instruments, and which does not in any man-
ner interfere with the musical qualities of
the instrument, and also one which properly
guides and supports the hand of the player.

A further object is to avoeid the necessity
of inlaying or securing a guard plate or fin-
ger rest or shield to the top of a picked
stringed musical instrument.

Further objects, and objects relating to
structural details, will definitely appear
from the detailed description to follow.

I accomplish the objects of my invention

by the devices and means described in the !

following specification.

The invention is clearly defined and point-
ed out in the claims.

A structure embodying the features of my
invention is clearly illustrated in the accom-
panying drawing, forming a part of this
specification, in which,

Figure 1 1s a plan view of an instrument |
. - . . 0] i
embodying my invention, a portion of the |

finger-board being broken away ; Fig. 2 is an
edge or side elevation thereof, looking from
the right of Fig. 1; Fig. 3 is an enlarged de-
tail section taken on a line corresponding to
the broken line 83—38 of Fig. 1; and Fig. 4 is
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an enlarged detail section taken on a line
corresponding to line 4—4 of Fig. 1.

In the drawing, similar numerals of ref-
erence refer to similar parts throughout the
several views.

Referring to the drawing, the body 1 of
the instrument shown is curved or irregular
in cross section, as clearly appears from the
drawing.

The finger-board 2 is of the usual or any
desired style, and the strings 6 are attached
to the usual tail-piece 3 and arranged over
the bridge 5.

1 arrange a plate-like hand guide 7, usu-
ally on the right-hand side of the top, the
outer edge of the hand guide and finger rest
plate being preferably conformed to the
form of the instrument, and its inner edge
preferably lying in a plane substantially
parallel with the edge of the finger-board.

Secured to the outer edge of the hand
guide and finger rest plate are blocks 7', the
blocks being arranged to rest on the body
front at the edge thereof above the edge
wall. ' :

To secure the hand guide and finger rest
plate rigidly in place, I preferably provide
turn-buckle clamps made up of members 8
and 9 with the turn-buckle 10, the members

'S of the clamps being threaded into the

blocks 7/, and the members 9 being adapt-
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ed to engage the under side of the body, as -

appears in Fig. 3. Suitable facings, as 11,
are provided for the blocks 7/, and the jaws
of the clamps, so that the body of the instru-
ment is not marred thereby. The hand guide
and finger rest plate is further supported by
means of the pin 12, at its inner edge, which
engages a suitable hole provided therefor in
the edge of the finger-board. The hand and
finger rest plate is thus supported in a plane
substantially parallel to the strings of the
instrument, so that the player’s hand is
properly guided and supported in its move-
ment and does not touch the top of the in-
strument. This guide and finger rest plate
also protects the body of the instrument
from being worn or scratched in use. It is
frequently the practice to inlay pieces of
celluloid or other material at this point to
receive the wear. The inlaying of materials
such as celluloid is objectionable as it has a
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tendency to draw and check the sounding
board and also interferes with the quality
of tone by rétdrding vibration.

My improved attachment may be readily
attached or detached, as desired, and it doés
not in any way injure the instrument as does
the inlaid guard and finger rest plate.

It is evident that my qtfachment 1s very
simple and economical in stirueture. My
hand guide and finger rest plate does not in
any way change the tone of the instrument
or interfere with its quality, as does the in-
1aid guard or finger rest plate.

In ordei that tl\e objécts and advantages
of my inventioi and improvenients may be
fully understood, T desire to state that most
mandolin players gage the dip of the pick
by bringing the fourth or little finger
slightly in contact with the surface of the
sounding board or top of the instrument.
If the soundmo board be arched, the tend-
eficy is to constantly change the dip of the
pick, which mikes certain 1'esults, such is a
smooth tremolo, difficult of attaining. Iur-
ther, from a structural standpoint, when the
guard plates are inlaid, as is now the com-
tion practice, and this is especially true When
iilaid in a swelled top or sounding board
the celluloid or tortoise shell usuaﬂy used
for the purpose has a tendency to roll or
draw on the sounding board. This drawing
effect is sometimes so strong that the sound-
ing board is checked at the edge of the
ouard plate and this sometimes occurs even
before the instruments are shipped, and of
colirse requires repairing or the replacing
of the sounding board. In some instances
the sounding board does not check for sev-
eral montlm and of course if the sounding
board be e\tmordln‘u’lly strong and tourrh
it perinanently resists the pu]hng or rolhno
tendency of the guard plate. I desire fur-
ther to call attention to the fact that where
the instruments are used by concert or like
performers the tops of the instruments; or
in case guard plates are used, are worn
out, or the wood around the guard plates is
worn out, so that it is necessary to repalr
the saige, and the sounding board is fre-
quently too thin to permit the replacing of
the guard plate, so that the sounding board
must be renewed. This is expensive, and
has the objectionable feature of changing
the quality of tone of the instrument, as it
is quite impossible to replace a sounding
hoard without affectinig its tone.

T have illustrated and described my im-
proved hand guide and finger rest plate in
detdil in the form prefcrred by me on ac-
count of its structural simplicity and
econoniy and the c¢onvenience with which it
niay be attached to ot detached from the in-
strument.” I am aware, however, that it is
capable of considerable variation in strue-
tural details without departing from my in-
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vention, and I desire to be understood as
¢laiming the same spécifically, as 1llustmted
as well ag broadly.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim as new- and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1: In a stringed instrument, the combina-
tion with the body having a swelled top, of
a finger board having a hole in the edge
Lhereo[, a hand oulde and finger rest phte
supporting blocks for sald plme ‘xrranoed
over the edge wall of the body; clamps con-
nected to said blocks and amanged to en-
gage the J‘ody under the edge wall thereof;
facings for said blocks and clamps; and 2
pin on the inner edge of said plate arranged
mn sald Lole in S’le finger board, wheleby

said plate is supported 1 a pla‘ne substan-
t»ially parallel with the strings of the in-
strumerit, for the purpose specified.

2. In a stringed iistrament, the coinbina-
tion with the body having a swelled top, of a
finger board hA\'mg a hole in the edge there-
0‘1“; a hand guide and finger rest plate' sup-
porting blocks for said pl‘ue arranged over
the edge wall of the body; chmpb connected
to said blocks and adapted to engage the
body under the edge wall thereof; and a pin
on {he inner side of said board arranged in
said hole in said finger board, Wheleby said
plate is sapported i a plzme sitbstantially
pfn allel with the strings of the instruinent,

01 the purpose spec1ﬁed

In a stringed instrument, the combina-
tlon with the body having a swelled top,
of a finger board; a hand giiide and
finger rest plate; supporting blocks for said
hand guide and finger rest plate arranged
over the edge wall of the body; clanps con-
nected to said blocks arranged to engage the
body under the edge wall thereof; hcmcrb
for said blocks and clamps; and means for
securing the inner edge of said plate to said
I*noex borud, ‘Vhelebv said plate is support-
ed In a plane %ubstcmmlly parallel with the
strings of the instrument, for the purpose
specified.

4. In a stringed instrument, the combina-
tion with the body, of a finger board, a hand

guide and finger rest plate; supporting
blocks for said plate arranged over the edge

wall of the body; clamps connected to saad
blocks arranged to engage the body under
the edge wall thereof; and means for secur-
ing the inner edge of said plate to said fin-
ger-board, Whereby said. plate is supported
i a plane substantially ])‘11“11161 with the
stlmr\s of the instrument, for the purpose
spemﬁed

In a stringed mgtrument the combina-
lmn with the body, of a ﬁnoel board having
a hole In the edge thereof; a hand guide and
finger fest plate; a clamp for securing said
plate to said body engiging said body at the
edge thereof; and a pin on the inner edge of
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10

15

20

916,906

<aid board inserted in said hole in the edge
said plate being sup-
ported thereby in a plane substantially par-
allel with the strings of the instrument, for
the purpose specified.

6. In a stringed instrument, the combina-
tion with the body, of a finger board ; a hand
guide and finger rest plate; a clamp for se-
curing said plate to said body engaging said
body at the edge thereof; and means for se-
curing the inner edge of said plate to said
finger hoard, said plate being in a plane sub-
stantially parallel with the strings of the in-
strument, for the purpose specified.

7. In a stringed instrument, the combina-
tion with the body, of a finger board ; a hand
guide and finger rest plate; and means for

securing one edge of said plate to said finger
hoard and the other edge to the outer edge
plate being supported

of the body, said
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thereby in a plane substantially parallel with
the strings of the instrument, for the pur-
pose specified.

S. In a stringed instrument, the combina-
tion with the body, of strings, a hand guide
and finger rest plate; means for securing the
outer edge of said plate to the outer edge of
said body; and a support for the inner edge
of said plate whereby said plate is supported

ot the side of said strings so that its upper :

face lies in a plane substantially parallel

with the plane of the strings, for the purpose

specified.”
Tn witness whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand and seal in the presence of two wit-

Nesses.
LEWIS A. WILLIAMS. |5 s.]
Witnesses:
Otis A. Eary,
Louru (. GREENFIELD.
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