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In cases Where milk cans, crates, boxes, bags 
or other containers of valuable merchandise are 
to be Sealed before shipment, and the ultimate 
Consuliner, user or dispenser is not known to the 

5 Shipper, it is not practical to use an ordinary 
padlock because of the fact that a key is required 
to open it, and a wide distribution of keys to all 
who may have a right to open the lock results 
in keys being made by or getting into the posses 

9 Sion of many persons who have no right to open 
the container, and who may open it, extract a 
portion of the contents, and relock the container. 
Detection of the identity of the thief is thus 
difficult. 

5 One object of the present invention is to pro 
Wide a locking device which can be manufactured 
at low cost, and which can be easily applied to 
a Stapie, and locked by the simple manipulation 
of one hand, and which cannot be removed with 

20 out breaking it, So that it cannot be again used. 
Another object is to provide a locking device 

Which can be applied and locked by a single 
Simple nanipulation of one hand, by merely 
Squeezing together a pair of opposed parts pre 

25 positioned for direct reception of a staple there 
between. 
A further object is to provide a cheap and 

easily applied Sea formed of 2. Single piece of 
sheet metal, So that no assembly of partS is re 

30 quired either in the manufacture or use. 
A further object is to provide a seal in the 

general form of a padlock and which may be 
applied by a single and slight bending operation 
to telescope interlocking parts. 

35. Other objects and advantages will be later 
pointed out or Will be apparent from a considera 
tion of the forms hereinafter described. 

in the accompanying drawing, there is shown 
for purposes of illustration, two forms which the 

40 present invention may assume. In the drawing 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a locking device 

of the present invention in locked position and 
applied to the staple of a container or similar 
object. 

45. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the locking de 
vice shown in open position. 

Fig. 3 is a section taken on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 1, but on a larger Scale. 

Fig. 4 is a section taken on line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
50 Fig. 5 is a front view of a portion of another 

form of locking device, and 
Fig. 6 is an edge view of the parts shown in 

Fig. 5. 
The locking device of the present invention. 

55 is shown applicable for sealing a container or 

similar object having an ordinary hasp 10 slotted 
to receive a staple 11. The locking device is 
constructed from a single metal bank cut to 
form a pair of rigid transversely spaced arms 12. 
These arms 12 are preferably substantially 
parallel, and the spacing is such as to permit the 
device, when in open position as shown in Fig. 2, 
to be gripped in one hand, 
Means are provided for connecting said arms 

in Spaced relationship while permitting them to 
be moved towards each other when Subjected to 
the pressure action of the operator's hand. This 
inneans, in the Specific foin shown, includes a 
pair of links 13 extending from the lower ends 
of the arms 12, and converging upwardly and 
inWardly to Wards the upper ends of Said arms. 
These links are connected together at their 
upper ends by a plate member 15 upon which 
the name of the shipper, the date of shipment, 
or Such other data, may be printed, stamped or 
otherwise applied. The links 13 are constructed 
to permit the two arms 12 to be pressed together 
by simple hand manipulation. For that pur 
pose, the links are weakened at Spaced points 
therealong so that they will be bent at these 
points when the arms are pressed together. The 
links 13 comprise strips having stiffening fianges 
1 along one edge intermediate the ends of said 
links. These flanges terminate just short of 
the lower ends of the aims 12 at points 18 to 
Weaken the links along a line passing through 
said points. Similarly, the upper ends of the 
flanges 17 terminate just short of the plate men 
ber 15 at points 19 to Weaken the links at these 
points. Thus, in Squeezing the side arms 
towards each other, the links may easily bend 
at the Weakened points, but not at other points 
intermediate of their ends. 
Means are provided whereby upon the move 

ment of the arms 12 together, Said arms Will 
be automatically interlocked at their upper ends. 
For this purpose, one of the arms i2, in the form 
shown in FigS. 1 to 4, is provided at the upper 
end thereof With an extension 20 bent to form 
a housing 21 extending substantially at right 
angles from the arm and towards the other arm. 
In bending the blank, there is formed a reen 
forcing rib. 22 along one side of Said housing, 
and a seam 23 along the opposite edge. The 
housing 21 is provided With a pair of tongues 
24 and 25 stuck out from the opposed parallel 
Walls thereof, and extending in Wardly in oppo 
site directions as shown in FigS. 3 and 4. 
The other of the interlocking parts comprises 

an extension 26 projecting transversely from the 
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upper end of the other arm 12, and in alline 
ment with the housing 21. This member 26 is 
provided with a pair of Spaced tongues 27 and 
28 struck therefron, and extending from oppo 
site surfaces, for Slipping past and engaging 
the tongues 24 and 25 respectively. It is Seen, 
therefore, that when the two arms 12 are 
brought together, the member 26, will be inserted 
into the housing 21, the Spring action of the 
tongues 27 and 28 as they engage the tongues 
24 and 25, permitting the movement of the inen 
ber 26 into said housing. AS Soon as the tongues 
27 and 28 pass the ends of the tongues 24 and 25, 
they will spring outwardly to prevent retraction 
Of the member 26 from the housing 21. During 
the movement of the two arms 12 towards each 
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other, the links 13 will be bent at points 18 and 
19 as ShOWn in Fig. 1. 

In order to prevent the fingers from coming 
in contact With any Sharp edges of the arms 12 
during locking operation, and to stiffer, and re 
enforce them, these arms. have a pair of flanges 
32 and 33 extending transversely from the gen 
eral plane of the device, So that the airns then 
selves will not easily bend, and SO. that the 
fingers, in operating the device, engage Widened 
Surfaces. Also, the flange 32 is extended up 
Wardly to close the outer... end of the housing 21 
to thereby prevent unauthorized tampering With 
the interior of Said housing. 

in Figs. 5 and 6 is shown a simplified clasp. 
In this construction, one of the arms 12 has a 
transverse extension 35, the outser end of Which 
is bent to form a hook. 36. The other element, 
of the clasp constitutes a housing 21 similar to 
that shown in Fig. 2, except that only. One tongue 
37 is necessary. The hook 36, due to itS Spring 
action, will pass the tongue 37 When inserted 
in the housing 21, but Wii then engage. Said 
tongue to prevent withdrawal of the extension 
35 from the housing 21. 
The portion between the extension 35 and the 

arm 12 to which it is connected is rounded to 
permit its insertion through a Staple. Where lit 
tie room is available. In order to strengthen 
this rounded portion, it is advantageous that a 
reenforcing rib 38 be struck out therefrom. 
The seal may be opened only by destroying it. 

If desired, the device, may be provided With 
weakened lines at any desired points to facilitate 
the destruction thereof, or the metal may be 
easily cut into at any desired point. 

1,930,559 
Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is:- 

1. A seal formed from a single sheet metal 
blank, including a pair of rigid, laterally Spaced, 
substantially parallel arms lying in the Same 
plane, a pair of inwardly converging links having 
their converging ends connected together and 
disposed between said arms, and each having 
its diverging end connected to one end of . One of 
said arms, said links being easily bendable at 
points adjacent to opposite ends thereof, Where 
by said arms may be moved in parallelism to 
Ward each other, and means integral With said 
arms for interlocking the opposite ends of Said 
arms upon said movement in parallelism. 

2. A locking device formed firon a single sheet 
metal blank, including a pair of laterally Spaced, 
Substantially rigid arms, members connected to 
said arms and disposed therebetween, Said ninem 
bers being easily bendable in respect; to; each 
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cther and in respect, to said arms to permit said 
arms to nove toward each other in parallelism, 
a plate disposed between Said members and in 
tegral therewith and between said. arms,...and 
means for interlocking Said airns. Upon innove 
ment of said amstoward: eachi other. 

3. A locking device formed from a single sheet 
metal blank, including a pair of laterally Spaced, 
substantially parallel arms, links connected to 
said arms at one end and disposed therebetween, 
and permitting Said arms to move toward; each 
other in parallelism, Said arms. and Said links 
each having means for stiffening the same to 
prevent bending except at predetermined points, 
and means for interlocking the Opposite ends of 
said arms upcn their movement toward, each 
other. 
4. A locking device, formed from a Single: sheet 

metal blank, including a pair of trainSyersely 
spaced arms having fanges lengthWise...thereof 
along their, outer edges, and presenting contact 
Surfaces adapted to be pressed to , move: Said 
arms toward each other, means connecting Said 
arms. at One end and having Spaced bendable 
points permitting said arms to be moved in 
parallelism, and means for interlocking! said 
arms upon movement of Said arms toward each 
other. 

FRANK. KEDEL. 
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