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3. |:| Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

see additional sheet
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As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.
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3. As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
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payment of a protest fee.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-10

A staple cartridge according to claim 4 comprising a
cartridge body, staple cavities, staples, a proximal end
portion of the cartridge body, a layer with a proximal end
portion and attachment means for attaching the first layer
to the cartridge. The staple cartridge further comprising a
second layer and the attachment means comprising a meltable

region, solving the problem of how to attach a layer to the
cartridge.

2. claims: 11-19(partially)

A staple cartridge according to claim 11 or 16 respectively
comprising a cartridge body, staple cavities, staples, a
proximal end portion of the cartridge body, a layer with a
proximal end portion or attachment portion. The layer
further comprising a second portion movable relative to the
first portion/ attachment portion, solving the problem of
how to provide an alternative way to attach a buttress on
both sides of the tissue.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 11-19(partially)

An incomplete search has been carried out. The search of the second group
of inventions covers only those embodiments of the claims that were found
in the passages and figures that were indicated by the applicant in reply
to the invitation to provide informal clarification pursuant to Rule 9.34
PCT.

It is noted that the applicant has indicated these passages and
figures as being "particularly relevant" to the claims and expects the
search to be carried out with "particular consideration" of them.
However, such a formal, non-limiting statement is not suitable to
overcome the deficiency explained to the applicant in invitation to
provide informal clarification pursuant to Rule 9.34 PCT.

As stipulated
under Rule 9.34 PCT, the European Patent Office has therefore drawn up a
partial search report that is exclusively directed to the subject matter
found in the passages that were indicated as being "particularly relevant
to the claims".

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guidelines C-1V, 7.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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