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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

MARK W. HAMMOND, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

WIRE-LATH FASTENER AND STIFFENER.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 389,885, dated September 25, 1888,

Application filed April 24, 1888. Serial No. 271,747,

To all whom it may concerv:

Be it known that I, MarRK W. HAMMOND, a
citizen of the United States, residing in the
city of Chicago, in the county of Cook and
State of 1llinois, have invented a Wire-Lath
Fastener and Stiffener, (which has not been
patented in any country,) of which the follow-

. ing is a specification.
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My invention relates to an improvement in
the art of putting wire lath on joists or walls
by preparing a surface independent of the
lath, to which the wire lath is to be attached
by staples; and it consists of a strip of iron in
the shape of three sides of a quadrilateral,
which metallic bearing-stripis placed with the
open ends on the joists or walls, and of a stiff-

“ening wire bar passing over the said metallic

bearing-strip and fastened by staples; and the
objects are as follows: first, to avoid the use
of wooden or inflammable furring-strips here-
tofore used between walls and wire lath; sec-
ond, to hold the wire lath off free and clear
from the joists, allowing space for the plaster
put upon the wire lath to clinch back of the
meshes of the lath, and for a free space be-
tween the plastered lath and the wallsor joists;
third, to afford support for the lath between
the joists, so as to resist the pressure of the
trowel putting on the plaster; fourth, to pre-
sent a surface upon which lath can be stretehed
without the meshes of the lath catching on
any obstruction and preventing thestretching.

Figures 1 and 2 of the accompanying draw-
ings represent my invention. Fig. 1shows the
metallic bearing-strip with stiffening-bar held
by a staple, D', which staple also holds the
bearing-strip in place, and represents my in-
vention as put on the joists and ready for the
lath to be stretched over it. Fig.2 represents
a parb of a wall, showing two joisis and three
metallic bearing-strips, and also the lapping
of theselvage or edges of the breadths of wire
lath upon the stiffening-bar, just as a wall ap-
pears after the lath has been put over the me-
tallie bearing-strips and stiffening-bars.

Fig. 1 represents the metallic bearing-strip
A, having sides ¢ a, with the slot B in the face
of the metallic bearing-strip running trans-
verse to face of the bearing-strip, which slot is
somadethat staples maybedriven over it,thus

(No model.}

holding the strip to the joists or walls. The
face of the bearing-strip contains the depres-
sion O, running longitudinal of the strip, and
affords a resting-place to fix and hold firm the
stiffening-bar ¢, which is placed in the depres-
sion on the face of the metallic bearing-strip,
and is fastened by means of a staple, D, passing
over the wire or stiffening bar into the joists
or wall.

In Fig. 2, F represents joists upon which the
three metallic bearing-strips A A A are placed,
and fastened by staples D D D. In pufting
the metallic bearing-strips A onto the joists If
the stiffening wire bar ¢, which, it must be
distinetly understood, runs the entire length
of the wall or building, and is to be eut into
such lengths accordingly, is then placed in the
depression O in the bearing-sirip A and the
gtaple D driven over it through the slot B,
thus holding both stiffening-bar and bearing-
strip in place. If greater strength is desired,
another staple, IV, can be fastened over either
end of the metallic bearing strip, one flange
of the staple passing outside the bearing-strip
and another flange through the end of the slot
B. Other metallic bearing-strips are then
placed upon the joists, according to conven-
ience, care being taken that one metallie bear-
ing-strip shall be thirty-six inches (the width
of the wire) from the first bearing-strip. The
wall or joists are thus all studded with metallic
bearing-strips six inches apart, or thereabout,
according to convenience or strength desired,
and stiffening wire bars running over the same,
and the surface is thns prepared for the lath.

The wire lath (which is always thirty-six
inches wide) is to be placed upon the surfaceso
prepared and drawn transverse to the direction
of the joists, butin the same directionin which
the stiffening-bar runs, and as the stiffening-
bars run over these metallic bearing-strips,
which can be placed on the joists where de-
sired, there will be a stiffening-bar running
under the edge or selvage of each breadth of
wire lath, and the next breadth of wire lath
Iapping over the one already placed isstapled
over the same stiffening-bar, thus affording a
support to the joining edges of breadths of
wire lath. The said stiffening-bar also serves
the purpose of keeping the meshes of wire
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Jath from catehing in the mietallic bearing-
strips or other obstacles while being drawn
over the surface, prepared as aforesaid.

The wire Jath can be onin the same direction
as the joists where joists come every thirty-six
inches, (the width of the wire;) but, as thissel-
dom occurs,thestiffening-bar provides ameans
for putting on the wire lath transverse to the
joists, and in all cases, however irregularly the

10 joists are laid, affords a strong foundation for

the wire lath.
‘What I elaim as my invention is—
In a wire-lath fastener and stiffener, the com-

bination of a metallic bearing-strip having 4
transverse slot with a longitudinal depression
in the face thereof, and a stiffening-bar run-
ning transverse to the joists and fitting into the
depression in the bearing-strip, and a staple
adapted to pass through the slot for securing

15

the bearing-strip and stiffening-barto the joists 20

or wall, sabstantially as described.
MARIK W. HAMMOND.

Witnesses:
Epwin F. ScuMIDT,
J. W, DRESSER.




