
No. 835,639, PATENTED NOW, 13, 1906. . . 
J, T, RTTER, 
EGG TESTER, 

APPLICATION FILED FEB. 28, 1906. 
28EEETS-SEBET 1. 

--------- 
| W 

2.5 a41e, 36 
ié6 goag. 18 30 3A4 

3. t|E|35 a3 26 ao 8 
7 72 / 7.1 35 

Z 7a. /f a S6 i 3 
Z S32 a 'z, A?a 

2 
A. | 2 3. 5 

LE 9 

A. a. 2. a. 

28Evlossos 

Aa27-2 elttozieg 

  



No. 835,639, PATENTED NOW, 18, 1906, 
J. L. RITTER, 
EGG TESTER, 

APPLICATION FILED FEB 28, 1908, 

2. SHEETS-SHEET 2. 

127, 5. 

Vo/e7 7.//es.wowte, 

&lthots 1 a t 

  

  

  



5 

O 

15 

25 

35 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
JOHN L. RITTER, OF SHENANDOAH, VIRGINIA, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF 

TO M. D. JONES, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK. 
EGG-TESTER. 

No. 835,639. Specification of Letters Patent. Patented Nov. 18, 1906. 
Application filed February 28, 1906, Serial No. 303,504. 

To att, whom it may conce7n 
Beit known that I, JoHNL. RITTER, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Shenan 
doah, in the county of Page and State of Vir 
ginia, have invented a new and useful Egg 
Tester, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 
The invention relates to improvements in egg-testers. 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction and increase the 
efficiency of egg-testers and to provide a sim 
ple and comparatively inexpensive egg-tester 
designed for use in stores and other places 
where eggs are sold for exhibiting a tray of 
eggs, and thereby advertising the same. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an egg-tester which will be capable of 
accurately showing the condition of a tray of 
eggs and which will enable the same to be 
conveniently stamped or marked to indicate 
their character. 
With these and other objects in view the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination and arrangement of parts 
hereinafter fully described, illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, and pointed out in 
the claims hereto appended, it being under 
stood that various changes in the form, pro 
portion, size, and details of construction 
within the scope of the claims may be re 
Sorted to without departing from the spirit 
or Sacrificing any of the advantages of the in 
vention. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is an elevation of 
an egg-tester constructed in accordance with 
this invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional 
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a vertical-sec 
tional view of the same, taken at right angles 
to Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view 
of the removable egg-holding tray. Fig. 5 is 
a similar view of the removable egg-holder. 
Fig. 6 is a detail perspective view of the 
marker. Fig. 7 is a perspective view of the 
reflector. 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the 
drawings. 

1 designates a cabinet, which may be vari 
ously constructed to present an ornamental 
appearance and which is provided with ex 
teriorly-arranged means for holding adver 
tisements. The cabinet, which is provided 

stantially rectangular compartment 3, in 
which is arranged an inclined reflector 4 and 
which has a top and bottom and side and end 
walls. The inclined reflector, which is 
curved in cross-section, is supported by in 
clined cleats 5, secured to the front and rear 
walls of the intermediate compartment 3 of 
the cabinet. The reflector, which is trans 
versely curved, presents a concave upper face 
and has straight side edges or portions 6 to 
rest upon the cleats 5. The lower end 7 of 
the reflector is cut away to form a recess to 
receive a lamp 8, which is supported upon a 
bracket 9. The bracket 9 is mounted on a 
hinged door 10, which affords access to the 
compartment 3 and which is adapted to be 
opened and closed. When the door is opened 
and closed, the lamp is swung into and out 
of the recess 7 of the lower end of the reflector. 
The lamp is provided for use in stores not 

equipped with either electric lights or gas; 
but the said cabinet is also adapted to be 
lighted either by gas or electricity, and for 
this purpose a suitable gas-fixture 11 and an 
electric light 12 are provided. This will en 
able the desired light to be thrown upon the 
reflector. 
The means for lighting the cabinet by gas 

or electricity may be variously arranged, as 
will be readily understood. 
The cabinet is provided at the upper part 

of the compartment 3 above the reflector with opposite guides 13, consisting of in 
wardly-projecting supporting-cleats 14 and 
receiving a removable egg-holding tray 15. 
The egg-holding tray 15, which is of rectan 
gular form, is provided with diametrically 
arranged supporting-bars 16, on which is 
placed an egg-holder 17, consisting of a plate 
or piece having egg-receiving apertures 18. 
These egg-receiving apertures 18 correspond 
to the position of the egg-compartments of a 
filler 19, which is E. within the tray, as 
clearly illustrated in Figs 2 and 3 of the 
drawings. The tray, which is removable at 
the front, is placed over the filler in an in 
verted position, and the tray, the filler, and 
the contents of the latter are then inverted 
to arrange the said tray in an upright posi 
tion, with the eggs supported upon the holder 
17. The tray is then replaced in the cabinet 
to expose the eggs to the action of the light. 
After the eggs have been inspected and with Supporting-legs 2, has a central Sub- marked, as hereinafter explained, the tray is 
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removed and is again inverted to empty it 
of the eggs and filler, a suitable bottom being 
previously placed upon the eggs to prevent 
the same from falling from the filler. 

In order to obviate the inconvenience of 
replacing the egg-holder within the tray each 
time the eggs are removed from the latter, 
the said egg-holder is detachably interlocked 
with the tray by means of a centrally-ar 
ranged button. 20, having a shank which 
R the supporting -bars 16. The egg 
older 17 is provided with a keyhole-slot 21 

and is interlocked with the button by mov 
ing it horizontally to carry the shank portion 
of the button into the narrow part of the slot 
after the head of the button has been passed 
through the enlarged portion of the slot. A substantially quadrant-shaped dome or 
hood 22 is hingedly mounted upon the top 23 
of the compartment, and it has a sight-piece 
or eye-shade 24 at its top. The sight-piece 
or eye-shade extends upward from the open 
ing through which the eggs are viewed, and 
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the character of the eggs may be readily as 
certained by examining them through the 
sight-piece 24. The hood or dome is pro 
vided with quadrant-shaped end pieces, and 
it has a sheet-metal front provided at oppo 
site sides with grooves 25 or other suitable 
means for holding an advertising-card. The 
front wall of the hood or dome is provided 
with a horizontal slot 26, through which ex 
tends a handle 27 of a horizontal marker 28, 
which is supported adjacent to the back and 
One end of the dome or hood by an elastic 
connection 29. The elastic connection 29 is 
adapted when the marker is released to lift 
the same clear of the eggs, and it is returned 
to the left-hand end of the hood by means of 
an elastic connection 30. 
The marker consists of an elastic band 31 

and a holder which is constructed of a single 
piece of wire. The wire or other material of 
which the holder or frame of the marker is 
constructed is doubled between its ends to 
form the loop-shaped handle 27, and each. 
side of the wire is then bent transversely to 
provide a pair of curved loop-shaped arms 
33, having transverse connecting portions 
34, on which is arranged the band 31. The 
terminals of the wire are connected together, 
and one of them is extended to form an eye 
to which the elastic connections 29 and 30 
are secured. 
The elastic connections greatly facilitate 

the operation of the marker, and the curved 
arms 33 are spaced apart to straddle an egg, 
the elastic band being adapted to conform to 
the configuration of the egg to be marked 
and being designed to be provided with any 
Suitable raised characters for designating the 
condition or quality of the egg thus marked. 
A suitable ink-pad 34 is provided and is 
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preferably arranged on a bracket within the 
hood, as shown. The top of the compart 
ment 3 also supports a perforated tube or 
flue 35, located above the chimney of the 
lamp and closed at the top. A wire guard 
36, which is in the form of a dome-shaped 
cage, is arranged over the tube or flue to pre 
vent the hands of the operator accidentally 
coming in contact with the same when the 
latter becomes heated through the use of the 
lamp. 

Eiving thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. An egg-tester comprising a cabinet hav 
ing a compartment provided with a hinged 
door, a bracket extending from the inner face 
of the door for supporting a lamp, inclined 
supporting-cleats located within the com 
partment, an inclined reflector transversely 
curved between its edges and provided at 
the latter with straight portions to rest upon 
the said cleats, the lower end of the reflector 
being provided with a recess to receive a 
lamp, and means located above the reflector 
for holding the eggs to be tested. 

2. An egg-tester comprising a cabinet hav 
ing a compartment, an inclined reflector lo 
cated within the compartment and provided 
at its lower end with a recess, a lamp-bracket 
located beneath the recess, an exterior tube 
or flue arranged at the top of the compart 
ment above the said recess, a wire guard cov 
ering and spaced from the tube or flue, and 
means for holding the eggs to be tested. 

3. An egg-tester comprising a cabinet, a 
reflector, an egg-holding tray having Sup 
porting-cleats and provided with a project 
ing button, and an egg-holder arranged on 
the cleats and having egg-receiving openings, 
Said egg-holder being also provided with a 
keyhole-slot, whereby it is detachably inter 
locked with the said button. 

4. An egg-tester comprising a cabinet, a 
reflector, means for supporting eggs above 
the reflector, a hood mounted above the said 
means, and a marker yieldably supported 
within the hood and consisting of an elastic 
band adapted to conform to the configura 
tion of an egg, and a holder constructed of a 
single piece of wire doubled to form a handle 
and bent laterally to form opposite loop 
shaped arms, said arms being curved to 
straddle an egg and having connecting end 
portions to receive the elastic band. 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my own I have hereto affixed my signature in 
the presence of two witnesses. 

JNO. L. RITTER. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN H. SIGGERs, 
BLANCHE. J. KALDEN BACK. 
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