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To add twf on, it inctly concern: 
Beit known that I, ELMERR.L.IONBERGER, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at Dal 
las City, in the county of Hancock and State of 
Illinois, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Egg-Case Fillers; and I 
do declare the following to be a full, clear, 
and exact description of the invention, such as 
will enable others skilled in the art to which 
it appertains to make and use the same. 
The invention has relation to egg-case fill 

ers; and the object of the invention is to pro 
vide a simple, durable, and inexpensive de 
vice of this character, the parts of which when 
once assembled cannot become accidentally 
disconnected. In devices of this kind the 
walls are very frail, being made from paper, 
and it is necessary that as little material as 
possible be removed in forming the interlock 
ing cuts and tongues to avoid weakening the 
Walls. It is also desirable that the tongues 
be as short and firm as possible to prevent 
their being bent or broken in the changes 
from the collapsed to the expanded positions, 
in which the tongues must enter the cut in the 
opposite wall to lock the walls together. 
With this object in view the invention con 

sists in certain features of construction and 
combination of parts, which will be hereinaf 
ter fully described and claimed. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of my improved egg-case filler. Fig. 2 
is a view of a portion of one of the longitudi 
nal strips forming the filler. Fig. 3 is a simi 
lar view of a portion of one of the transverse 
strips forming the filler. Fig. 4 is a perspec 
tive view illustrating one stage of the assem 
bling or connecting of the transverse strip 
with the longitudinal strip. Fig. 5 illustrates 
the second and final stage, and Fig. 6 illus 
trates the position of parts when the longi 
tudinal strip and the transverse strip are 
turned at right angles to each other. 
In the drawings, 1 denotes what I will term, 

for convenience of reference, the “longitudi 
nal’ strips of an egg-case filler, and 2 the 
“transverse’ strips of the egg-case filler. 
The longitudinal strip is provided at prede 
termined distances in its lower edge with ver 
tical slots 3, having flaring entrances 4, and 
provided with a locking projection 5, which 
projects across the slot. The transverse sec 
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tion is provided at predetermined distances 
in its upper edge with vertical slots 6, having 
a flaring entrance 7. Below the slot 6 is a 
cross-bar 8, below which is an aperture 9. 

In assembling the parts the strips are ar 
ranged practically parallel with each other, 
and the slot of one strip is slipped along the 
slot of the other strip, as shown in Fig. 4. 
The cross-bar 8 of the strip 2 is now forced 
past the projection 5 of the strip 1 by slightly 
bending the material to one side and finally 
is seated in the aperture 9, as shown in Fig. 
5. When the parts are thus connected, the 
strips are swung around or turned at right 
angles to each other, thus making it impos 
sible for them to become disconnected, as the 
projection 5 lies directly in the path of move 
ment of the cross-bar 8 and prevents said bar 
freeing itself from the slot 3. - 
By having the end of the tongue or lock 

ing projection cut off abruptly and abutting 
against the opposite wall of the slot the base of 
the tongue can have sufficient width to give it 
great strength without having to weaken the 
opposite wall by cutting it away to give room 
for the tip, as would be necessary if the tip 
were pointed, and at the same time there 
would not be the liability of the tip engaging 
with the cross-piece or other portion of the 
other strip of the filler. Noris there any need 
for bending the tongue to one side in assem 
bling the parts, as its blunt end will engage 
with one of the walls of the slot in the other 
strip of the filler, as shown in Fig. 4, and pre 
vent longitudinal movement of the strips. 
On account of the short length of the tongue 
the opening in the other strip need not be 
so wide as would be necessary for a longer 
tongue. Nor is there any need of flexible 
braces to permit the tongue to enter and then 
center it in the opening. As the wall oppo 
site the end of the tongue is continuous-that 
is, without any recess or cut-away portion.-it 
is impossible for the cross-piece to be forced to 
one side of the strip, and thus slip around the 
end of the tongue. 

It will of course be understood that various 
changes in the form, proportion, and the mi 
nor details of construction may be resorted 
to without departing from the principle or 
sacrificing any of the advantages of the in 
vention. 
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Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed, and desired to be secured by Let 
ters Patent, is 
An egg-case filler comprising two series of 

interlocked strips, each strip of one of the se 
ries being provided with transverse slots, and 
an opening beyond each slot and in a linement 
therewith, and each of the other strips being 
provided with transverse slots, the walls of 
which are straight and parallel with each other 
and one of the Walls continuous, and the 
other one is provided intermediate its ends 
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with a tongue of the same length as the width 
of the slot and having its end terminating ab 
ruptly and abutting against the opposite wall 
of the slot, substantially as and for the pur 
pose set forth. In testimony whereof I have hereunto set 
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit 
eSSeS. . 

ELMER. R. L.IONBERGER. 
Witnesses: 

WALTER I. LIONBERGER, 
REBECCA. L. LIONBERGER. 
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