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To all whom it may concern : ,

Be it known that I, Jomx J. Howy, a citi-
zen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhat-
tan, in the county and State of New York,
have invented a new and Improved Pen
Cleaner and Holder, of which the following
is a full, clear, and exact description.

This invention relates to pen cleaner of
that type in which bristles are employed for
cleaning the pen by the latter being worked
up and down in the bristles several times.

The invention has for its general objects
to provide an extremely simple, inexpensive
and durable pen cleaner of the character re-
ferred to and which Ppossesses the additional
advantages that it may be used as a pen
holder or rack as well as a paper weight.

A more specific object of the invention is
the provision of g pen cleaner in the form
of oppositely-disposed brushes having their
bristles meshing in such wise that a pen can
be easily and conveniently inserted in the
brushes to remove the ink from the pen, or
to hold the pen when the same is not to be
used.

A further object is to provide novel and
effective supporting means for the brushes
and capable of adjustment so as to vary the
degree of meshing of the bristles, whereby
the grip of the bristles on the pen to be
cleaned can be regulated to suit the desire
of the user.

With these objects in view, and others as
will appear as the description proceeds, the
Imvention comprises various novel features
of construction and arrangement of parts
which will be more fully deseribed herein-
after and set forth with particularity in the
claims appended hereto.

.In the accompanying drawings, which
illustrate one embodiment of the invention,
and wherein similar reference characters are
employed to designate corresponding parts
throughout the several views, Figure 1 is a
perspective view of the combined pen cleaner
and holder; Fig. 2 is g plan view thereof;
and Fig. 8 is a side view.

Referring to the drawing, 1 designates the
base of the device which may be of any de-
sired shape and size. In the Present instance
the base 1 is circular and made of metal or
other suitable material so ag to serve as a
paper weight as well as g support for the
pen cleaner and holder. Rising from the
base 1 are vertical plates or jaw elements 2
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which are provided with base flanges 8 that
are fastened to the bage 1 by screws or simi-

lar fasteners 4, Each jaw member 2 has an

inwardly extending longitudinal flange ' 5
which codperates with the top surface of the

base 1.to form a chamber for receiving the.

pen cleaning brush 6. The brush 6 in one
Jaw element or holder 2 is disposed opposite
the other brush and the bristles 7 of the
brushes meet or intermesh according to the
desire of the user. The jaw members 2 can
be adjusted toward or from each other to
vary the, degree of intermeshing of the
bristles and this adjustment is effected by
any suitable means such ag right and leff-
hand screws 8 threaded in lugs 9 at the ends
of the brush-holding members 2. By turn-
ing these screws the Jaw members 2 which
may be made of spring metal can be moved
toward or from each other for the purpose
mentioned. The brushes 6 have wooden or
other backs 10 and are removable from their
respective holding members 2, so that the
bristles can be cleaned whenever desired,
but to remove the brushes one of the screws
8 must be taken out so that the brushes can
be slipped longitudinally or horizontally out
of the members 2. The flanges 5 slope down-
wardly so as to guide the pen into the
bristles if the pen should happen to strike
either flange in the act of Inserting the pen
into the cleaner. The bristles have a grip
of considerable pressure on g pen when it is
inserted in the cleaner and consequently the
device can be used as a holder for a pen and
its handle, the latter being held upright in
the pen cleaner as shown in TFig. 1.

The brushes may have some of the bristles
made of steel or other metal so as to be ef-
fective in removing ink that has eaked on g
pen. Thus in Fig. 2 it will be observed
that the brushes are provided at their right
ends with steel or other metallic bristles 11,
while the remaining bristles are of hair of
suitable stiffness. .

From the foregoing description taken in
connection. with the accompanying - draw-
ings, the advantages of the construction and
method of operation will be readily under-
stood by those skilled in the art to which the
invention appertains, and while T have de.
seribed the principle of operation, together
with the device which I now consider to be
the best embodiment, thereof, I desire to
have it understood that the device shown is
merely illustrative, and that such changes
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may be made when desired as are within the
scope of the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent:

1. A pen cleaner and holder comprising
oppositely disposed brushes, supports for
holding the brushes, and connecting devices
arranged at the ends of the supports and
extending across the ends of the brushes
and adjustably connecting them together,
whereby the brushes can be moved toward
and from each other. '

2. A pen cleaner and holder comprising a
pair of brushes each having a section of
relatively soft bristles, the brushes being so
arranged that -corresponding sections are
oppositely disposed to each other, supports
for the brushes and differentially movable
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at opposite ends and separately adjustable
means connected with the ends of the sup-
port for moving the corresponding ends of
the brushes toward each other to different
degrees. _

3. A pen cleaner and holder comprising
a supporting structure including spaced jaw
elements, means connected with both ele-
ments for simultaneously moving the ele-
ments toward or from each other,
brushes mounted in the jaw elements.

In testimony whereof 1 have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses. '

JOHN J. HOEY.
Witnesses:
CHATTIN BRADWAY,
Pomwir D. RonLEAUS.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” '
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