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2 Claims. (C. 45-80) 
The subject of this invention, hereafter called “the 

stand," is a device for the advantageous display of a book, 
manuscript, chart, or analogous article. More specifi 
cally, the subject of this invention is a collapsible device 
of Said kind. Still more specifically, the subject of this 
invention is a device which may be used as a stand of 
said kind and as a loose-leaf binder. 
The ubiquitous use of books and said analogous articles 

has made obvious the need for a means of displaying 
them in an attitude convenient for reading and reference. 
Consequently, the art abounds with pertinent designs. 
None, however, has attained universal acceptance. It 
Seems that among the reasons for this non-acceptance are 
functional deficiency and, especially, difficulty in han 
dling, transporting, and storing. 

It is accordingly one object of this invention to provide 
a stand which will display a book or said analogous article 
as aforesaid. Another object of this invention is to pro 
vide a stand of said kind which will be collapsible for 
transport and storage. A further object of this invention 
is to provide a device which may be used as a stand of 
said kind and also as a loose-leaf binder. A still further 
object of this invention is to provide, by combination of 
two functions as aforesaid, a device which will be low in 
cost. It is further contemplated to provide a device 
which, by its incorporation into the already widely used 
loose-leaf binder, will provide convenience without exact 
ing special attention. 
These and incidental objects are accomplished by the 

unique combination of certain novel features of construc 
tion in Such a way that a new and useful device is pro 
duced which will satisfy the need cited above. 

In order that the invention may be practiced by others, 
it will now be described in terms of an express embodi 
ment, given by way of example only, and with reference 
to the accompanying drawings in which: 

Fig. 1 shows the principle of the invention. 
Fig. 2 shows the application of the principle to the 

combination with a loose-leaf binder. 
Fig. 3 shows operational details of the combination in 

Fig. 2. 
Fig. 4 shows details which illustrate collapsibility. 
Fig. 5 shows the clamps. 
Fig. 6 shows the clamps attached and certain cut-outs. 
Fig. 7 shows further operational details. 
The stand (Fig. 1 and Fig. 2) comprises certain func 

tional elements, namely, a front support 10, a dorsum 11, 
a rear Support 12, a yoke 13, a clamp holder 14, and 
clamps 15 and 16. In combination with a loose-leaf 
binder (Fig. 2), the front support 10, the dorsum 11, and 
the rear Support 12 serve in two capacities. The elements 
10 to 14 are made of stiff material and, forming rectangles 
of equal length but unequal width, are flexibly joined 
(Fig. 1 and Fig. 2) at points 17, 18, 19, and 20. The 
ratio of their dimensions is roughly indicated by the 
dimensions of a loose-leaf binder (Fig. 2). 
The clamps 15 and 16 (Fig. 5) are made of strips of 

resilient material. Their construction is characterized by 
resistance to separation of sections 21 and 26. Sections 
22 and 23 are brought back with respect to section 2 
and, by entering cut-outs 28 and 29 (Fig. 6), aid in con 
Serving space, as shown in Fig. 4. The bent section 27 
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aids in operation. The clamps, conveniently attached to 
clamp holder 14, and the cut-outs are located near the 
ends of the clamp holder 14 and yoke 13, respectively. 
The operation of the stand is as follows: Beginning 

with the collapsed stand (Fig. 4), the user seizes the front 
support 10 with one hand and tilts it so that the rear 
Support hinges outward. Next he seizes the clamp 
holder 4 with the other hand and inserts the free edge 
30 of the front support 10 between the clamps 15 and 16 
and the clamp holder 14 (Fig. 7). Placing the stand, 
which now forms a trigonally stabilized structure as 
Schematized in Fig. 1, upon a supporting surface, the user 
then inserts the covers 25 of a book between the clamps 
15 and 6 and the front support 10, leaving the pages 
free (Fig. 2). 
These manipulations have installed the book or said 

analogous article firmly in substantial contact with the 
front support 10 so that the stand may now be moved, 
by pushing or pulling, about said supporting surface. It 
may also be lifted without danger of collapse. More 
over, as evident from Fig. 2, when the device is used as 
a stand of said kind in the manner aforesaid, the sheets 
of paper 31, 32, 33, 34, etc. are not impinged upon. Also, 
as suggested by Fig. 4, the collapsed device may be opened 
to serve as a loose-leaf binder without impairment of that 
function. The two functions are therefore compatible. 
As will at once occur to the artisan, various arrange 

ments are possible within the scope of the invention. For 
example, means to fix the front support 10 and the rear 
support 12 in the shown relation may be incorporated in 
the dorsum, thereby dispensing with the yoke 13 and the 
clamp holder 14. Also, means to receive and hold a flat 
object may be disposed on both sides. This particularly 
in conjunction with a swivel base which may be raised, 
as on a pintle, above the supporting surface, whereby the 
space under the stand is made available. It is contem 
plated that such an arrangement would be particularly 
convenient in schools where limited desk space often pre 
sents a problem. 

Having now described and illustrated the general form 
of my invention and one specific embodiment, I wish it 
to be understood that my invention is not necessarily lim 
ited to the specific form or arrangement described or 
shown or expressly covered in my claims. 

I claim: 
1. In a loose-leaf binder including at least a front 

cover, a dorsum, and a rear cover, that improvement 
which comprises: a first panel hingeably attached to said 
rear cover; a second panel hingeably attached to said first 
panel; means attached to said second panel whereby said 
second panel may be engaged with said front cover; and 
means to receive a flat object and hold it in substantial 
tangency with said front cover. 

2. An improved loose-leaf binder according to claim 1, 
distinguished in that said means to engage said second 
panel with said front panel serve simultaneously to re 
ceive flat objects and hold them in substantial tangency 
with said front cover. 
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