
April 2, 1940. G. E. FOX 2,195,985 
BULLETIN BOARD 

Filed arch 13, 1939 

g: 

saSNSSNS a'a? Yala' .222av.2e2%22%22%22a4.2%aladaeawa 

- 9 - /a/2 Z/ 6 

Z% Maya 

7, 7, d5 7" Azzez267: 
Caoz76/76-2, 

-/ Z%/éé. 

a 

N 
2 

2222222222 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



0. 

15 

20 

25 

Patented Apr. 2, 1940 2,195,985 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,195,985 . . . 

BULLETN BOARD 

George E. Fox, Chicago, III. 
Application March 13, 1939, serial No. 261,433 

3 Claims. (C1. 40-125) 
The present invention relates generally to 

boards for use in posting bulletins. More par 
ticularly the invention relates to that type of 
board which is provided with means whereby it 
may be Supported or hung against a Wall and is 
adapted to have bulletins secured removably 
against its front face by Way of thumb tacks. 

It has heretofore been customary - or the ac 
cepted practice in the fabrication of a bulletin 
board of this type to employ a panel of cork 
for receiving the points of the thumb tacks. 
Such a panel although it has manifest advan 
tages over a panel of felt or soft wood or a com 
bination of panels of such materials, is subject 
to the objection that repeated penetration or 
lodgment of the points of the thumb tacks in 
it cause holes which in addition to being un 
sightly make it difficult or impossible to place 
the thumb tacks in the same place and hence 
materially restrict the life of the board as a 
whole. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

bulletin board which is an improvement upon 
and has greater durability than previously de 
signed boards with cork front panels by reason 
of the fact that its front panel, that is, the panel 
for receiving the points of the thumbtacks, is 
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formed of a comparatively soft spongy material 
such as sponge rubber which, in addition to per 
mitting the points of the tacks to be readily'em 
bedded or lodged in it, grips the points Securely 
and permits them to be removed without leaving 
holes in the front panel. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a bulletin board of the last mentioned character 
in which the front panel of sponge rubber is less 
in thickness than the length of the points of 
thumb tacks of standard size and is backed and 
supported against buckling by a cardboard back 
panel which is adapted to receive and grip fric 
tionally and securely the sharp needle like ex 
tremities of the thumb tack points and thus co 
acts with the sponge rubber front panel to hold 
the thumb tacks in place without likelihood of 
accidental displacement. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a bulletin board which is generally of new and 
improved design and in addition to having a 
pleasing appearance may be manufactured at an 
extremely low cost. 
Other objects of the invention and the various 

advantages and characteristics of the present 
bulletin board will be apparent from a consid 
eration of the following detailed description. 
The invention consists in the several novel 

features which are hereinafter set forth, and are 
more particularly defined by claims at the con 
clusion hereof. * 
In the drawing which accompanies and forms 

a part. of this specification or disclosure candira 
which like numerals of reference denote: corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing a bulle 
tin board embodying the invention in itS Opera. 
ative position, and with bulletins affixed thereto 
by way of thumbtacks: of conventional, or stand 
ard-size; . . . . . 

Figure 2 is a horizontal section; 
Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary section 

taken on the line 3-3 of Figure 1. and illustrat 
ing in detail the design and arrangement of: one. 
of the eyelets which constitute the meansSwhere 
by the board may be supported against a Wall; 
and . . . . . . . 

Figure 4 is an enlarged section taken on the 
line 4-4 of Figure 1: ; and showing: the manner 
in which the front panel of sponge rubber and 
the rear panel of cardboard coact to hold in place 
a bulletin-supporting thumbtack. . 
The bulletin board:whichi is shown in the draw 

ing constitutes.the preferred embodiment of the. 
invention. It is adapted to be.hung or Supported 
against a wall and to have bulletins or notices 
secured: to it by way of thumbtacks T of Stand 
ard size and comprises a front panel 5, a back 
panel 6, a frame 7, and a pair of eyelets it. The 
tacks consist of enlarged headst, and points it, 
as shown in Figure 4, and are adapted when 
used to attach the bulletins to the board to be 
forced inwards by the thumb in Such manner as 
to bring the points thereof into embedded rela 
tion with the front'...and rear panels. The tips 
or outer, extremities of the points of the tacks 
are sharply pointed or needle-like so that the 
points are capable of being forced: readily into 
the panels. 
The front panel 5 is rectangular and fits 

against the back panel 6. It is formed of sponge 
rubber and preferably has non-porous; outer and 
inner faces. The thickness of the front panel is 
less than the length of the points it of the tacks 
In practice it has been found that effective an 
choring of the points of the tacks is obtained 
When the thickness of the front panel is slightly 
greater than half of the length of the tack. points. 
The back panel 6 is the same in shape and size 
as the front panel 5. It is formed of cardboard 
and is secured to the front panel by way of a 
layer 9 of any suitable adhesive material. As 
shown in Figure 2, the adhesive is coextensive 
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2 
with the adjoining inner faces of the two panels. 
The back panel is the same in thickness as the 
front panel and serves to stiffen, and thus pre 
vent Sagging of, the front panel 5. In addition, 
it is adapted to receive the needle-like tips or 
Outer extremities of the points t' of the tacks T 
and coacts With the sponge rubber panel 5 to 
hold the tacks Securely in place. Because of the 
Substantial permanent elasticity of sponge rubber 
the points of the tacks when withdrawn from 
the board leave in the front panel no holes which 
are unsightly and would tend to limit or restrict 
the durability of the board as a whole. By rea 
Son of the fact that the front panel is less in 
Earl than the points of the tacks are long 
and is backed by the cardboard back panel 6 
the points of the tacks when inserted into the 
board pass readily through the front panel and 
into the back panel. When the thumb tacks T 
are in place in the board the front panel because 
of its elastic nature grips frictionally and se 
curely the inner portions of the points of the 
tack and the back panel 6 grips and forms a firm 
anchorage for the needle-like tips or Outer ex 
tremities of the points. As shown in Figure 4, 
the combined thickness of the front and back 
panels is greater than the length of the points 
of the tacks with the result that when the tacks 
are in place the needle-like tips do not project 
beyond the rear face of the back panel. 
The frame 7 is of the channel variety and ex 

tends around the top, side and bottom portions 
of the two panels 5 and 6, as shown in Figure 1. 
It is preferably formed of metal and embodies 
inturned laterally spaced side flanges O which 
fit against and secure in abutting relation the 
marginal portions of the front and back panels 
5 and 6. 
The eyelets 8 are located at and extend through 

the upper corners of the board. They extend 
through aligned holes in the front and back pan 
els 5 and 6 and are adapted in connection with 
hooks or other attaching devices to hold the 
board in place. The ends of the eyeletS have 
outwardly extending flanges f which lap the 
outer faces of the front and back panels and 
serve to hold the eyelets against axial displace 
ment with respect to the panels. 
When the board is in its operative position 

and it is desired to post bulletins on the board, 
it is only necessary to place the bulletins against 
the front face of the front panel 5 of Sponge 
rubber and then force the points of the thumb 
tacks through the two panels, as hereinbefore 
described. When the thumb tacks are in place 
the heads t prevent dislodgment of the bulletins 
from the points of the tacks and the points are 
gripped and held not only by the sponge rubber 
front panel but also by the cardboard back panel 
6. When the thumb tacks T are withdrawn from 
the board in connection with removal Of the 
bulletihs no unsightly holes are left in the front 
panel 5, as heretofore pointed out. 
The herein described bulletin board possesses 

extremely long life and effectively and efficiently 
fulfills its intended purpose. By reason of the 

2,195,985 
fact that the sponge rubber front panel is less 
in thickness than the pins of the tacks are long 
but a small amount of Sponge rubber is needed 
in Connection. With fabrication of the board and 
the board as a whole may thus be produced at a 
loW and reasonable cost. 
The invention is not to be understood as re 

stricted to the details set forth, since these may 
be modified within the scope of the appended 
claims, without departing from the spirit and 
Scope of the invention. 

Having thus described the invention, what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letter's Pat 
ent is: 

1. As a new article of manufacture, a board 
adapted to have bulletins posted thereagainst by 
Way of thumb tacks of predetermined or standard 
size and comprising a bulletin receiving front 
panel adapted to receive and have embedded 
therein the head adjoining portions of the tack 
points and formed of a sheet of sponge rubber 
With substantially nonporous front and back 
faces, in Order that said portions of the tack 
points are gripped frictionally and elastically 
When embedded therein and the points leave no 
holes when withdrawn therefrom, and a com 
paratively stiff coextensive back panel fitting 
against, and having the entire front face thereof 
adhesively Secured to, the back face of the front 
panel and adapted to receive and grip frictionally 
but releasably the tips of the tack points. 

2. As a new article of manufacture, a board 
adapted to have bulletins posted thereagainst by 
Way of thumbtacks of predetermined or standard 
length and comprising a bulletin receiving front 
panel adapted to receive and have embedded 
therein the head adjoining portions of the tack 
points and formed of a sheet of sponge rubber 
With Substantially nonporous front and back 
faces in order that the tack points are gripped 
frictionally and elastically when embedded there 
in and the points leave no holes when withdrawn 
therefronn, and a coextensive cardboard back 
panel fitting against, and adhesively secured 
throughout the entire area of the front face 
thereof to, the back face of the front panel and 
adapted to receive and grip frictionally but re 
leasably the tips of said tack points. 

3. As a new article of manufacture, a board 
adapted to have bulletins posted thereagainst by 
way of thumb tacks of predetermined or stand 
ard size and comprising a bulletin receiving front 
panel adapted to receive and have embedded 
therein the head adjoining or inner portions of 
the tack points and formed of a sheet of sponge 
rubber with a substantially nonporous front face, 
in order that such portions of the tacks are 
gripped frictionally and elastically When embed 
ded therein and the points leave no holes when 
withdrawn therefrom, and a coextensive com 
paratively stiff cardboard back panel of Substan 
tially the same thickness as the front panel fit 
ting against and Secured to the back face of the 
front panel and adapted to receive and grip flic 
tionally but releasably the tips of the tack points. 
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