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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER
IPC(8) - AB1F 2/44 (2009.01)
USPC - 623/17.16

According to International Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC
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Electronic data base consulted during the intemational search (name of
PubWEST (DB=PGPB,USPT,USOC,EPAB,JPAB); Google Scholar
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data base and, where practicable, search terms used)
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“X” document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered novel or cannot be considered to involve an inventive
step when the document is taken alone

“Y™ document of particular relevance; the claimed invention cannot be
considered to involve an inventive step when the document is
combined with one or more other such documents, such combination
being obvious to a person skilled in the art

“&” document member of the same patent family
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2, D Claims Nos.:

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. Il Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows:

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general inventive
concept under PCT Rule 13.1.

Group |: claims 1-8 directed to a spinal prosthesis

Group I} claims 9-14, 20-22, 25, 26 directed to a spinal prosthesis
Group 1li: claims 15-19 directed to a spinal prosthesis

Group IV: claims 23, 24, 27-32 directed to a spinal prosthesis

----Continued in Supplemental Box---

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims.

2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this intemational search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. m No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this intenational search report is

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:
Claims 1-8

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

@ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (April 2007)
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----Continued from Box Ill----

The groups of inventions above do not related to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons:

The special technical feature of the Group | claims is an implant strip coil having two different axial heights, which is not present in the
claims of Groups II-1V.

The special technical feature of the Group Il claims is an implant strip having two coils separated by a spacer portion, which is not
present in the claims of Groups | or HI-{V.

The special technical feature of the Group !l claims is an implant strip having an edge comprising a plurality of teeth, which is not
present in the claims of Groups |-l or V.

The special technical feature of the Group IV claims is an implant strip transforms from a first shape to a second coil shape during
implantation, which is not present in the claims of Groups I-l1.

Groups |, I, II1, IV share the technical feature of a spinal implant strip that is coiled into place in the joint between two vertebrae. This
generic feature does not avoid the prior art, as evinced by US 5,716,416 A to Lin which teaches an example of an implant strip that is
injected into the vertebral joint in a coiled fashion (col 2, In 27 to co! 3, In 67).

Therefore, the listed inventions lack unity of invention under PCT Rule 13 because they do not share a same or corresponding special
technical feature.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (April 2007)
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