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This invention relates in general to a hand grip for 
golf clubs, instruments, tools, and the like, but is here 
more particularly described as a hand grip for golf clubs 
in which the grip is separately formed and may be sup 
plied to golf club makers, users and repairers for appli 
cation to the ends of golf club shafts or handles. 

In the ordinary application of handle grips by golf pro 
fessionals, it is customary to apply a foundation or base 
of yielding material which is generally tapered and in 
creased at the extremity of the club and to wrap spirally 
thereon a strip of fabric leather or plastic material which 
forms a firm, but yielding surface entirely surrounding the 
golf handle and the grip to which the hands are applied 
in overlapping or interlocking manner common to golfing 
use and practice. A comfortable grip of this kind there 
fore required a wrapping, first of rubber or other resilient 
tape over which a spiral winding of leather or other mate 
rial was applied in the same or a reverse spiral direction. 
This winding and application to a golf club handle re 
quires much skill and practice and takes considerable time 
to make the proper wrappings which are not always suc 
cessful at the first attempt so that they must be repeated. 
The present invention provides an independent handle 

grip which is separately prepared, usually in quantities 
and supplied to golf club manufacturers or to separate 
golf professionals so that they may take the proper grip, 
suitably cover the inside bore thereof and the outside of 
the club handle with cooperating adhesive material, sim 
ply slipping the prepared handle in place and thereby 
securing or attaching it by means of the cement. No 
other operation is necessary; the complete grip is tightly 
secured in place with a properly wound spiral grip having 
a resilient and flexible foundation which is pleasing in 
appearance, and also adapted for proper engagement of 
the hands with the club. 
An important object of the present invention is there 

fore in the provision of a preformed handle grip having 
a spirally wound strip or cover which is attached to a 
tapered flexible and yielding foundation at both ends of 
the tape. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a grip 

with a spiral winding having an integral resilient foun 
dation which extends beyond the grip at one end to facili 
tate the insertion and application of the grip to a golf 
club shaft to which it is applied. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a resil 

ient foundation for a preformed handle grip in which the 
outer surface of the foundation is formed with a shoul 
dered portion at one end which is substantially flush with 
the continuation of the surface of a spiral wrapping 
applied and secured thereto. 

Still a further object of the invention is to provide a 
preformed handle grip having a foundation of resilient 
material closed at one end and with a thin tapered ex 
tremity at the other end and an intermediate space be 
tween the tip and the extremity, to seat a spirally wound 
cover for the grip flush with the edges of the tip and 
extremity. 

Other objects of the invention will appear in the speci 
fication and will be more apparent from the accompany 
ing drawings in which, 

FIG. 1 shows a golf club with a handle grip in accord 
ance with this invention applied thereto. 
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FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the grip apart from the 

handle, as taken on the line 2-2 of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 3 shows a modification of a flexible foundation for 

the grip in which an end cap is formed integral therewith; 
and 

FIG. 4 is a sectional view of the grip as taken on the 
line 4-4 of FIG. 1. 

Handle grips, in accordance with this invention are in 
tended to be supplied as original equipment with golf clubs 
as furnished by the manufacturers or makers of golf clubs, 
and also the individual grips are supplied to golf shops, 
golf professionals and others for separate and independent 
application to the golf clubs, to replace worn grips, and 
to renew and vary the grips in accordance with individual 
tastes and desires. 

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, this 
invention is described as applying to a golf club 10 with 
a metal shaft or shank with a wood head 12 although it 
may also be applied to a wooden shaft and iron head. 
The outer ends of golf handles are usually tapered to a 

slight degree increasing in size to the outer end of the club 
and a handle grip in accordance with this invention is 
likewise graduated in thickness from the inner to the outer 
end thereof and comprises a resilient foundation 14 of 
rubber or rubber-like material, or some other plastic mix 
ture which is cast or formed with a central bore 16 extend 
ing lengthwise through it, and preferably graduated slightly 
in the same direction as the graduation of the thickness 
of the foundation to conform with the normal or usual 
graduation of the golf shaft or shank to which it is applied. 
The foundation, as shown in FIG. 2, has a shoulder 18 

near the extremity of its smaller end which is of sufficient 
thickness to receive a cover preferably in the form of a 
flexible and yielding tape 20 wrapped spirally about the 
foundation from the outer end thereof up to the shoulder 
18, the tape cover being of a thickness substantially the 
same as that of the shoulder 18 so that the outer surface 
of the cover and of a tip 22 as formed by the shoulder 
being substantially smooth and continuous. The outer 
surface of the tip 22 is preferably left bare and uncovered 
and the adjacent end of the cover tape is additionally held 
in place at the shoulder by means of a close fitting ring 
24 of material which is adhesively applied over the end of 
the cover tape and the adjacent shoulder 18 of the tip 22. 
The tip has a thin and flexible extremity 26, preferably 
not a knife edge but of graduated and reduced thickness 
Such that it may be easily expanded or stretched over the 
end of a golf club shank or handle to which it is applied, 
thus facilitating the introduction and application of the 
grip to the shank. 
A complete sip-on handle grip is provided which may 

be made of foundations of different colors with tapes 20 
of different designs and different colors and with sealing 
rings 24 of contrasting color to accentuate the difference 
between the tape wrapping and the tip 22 which shows the 
necessary color of the foundation itself. Such grips of 
different designs may be kept in stock so that a prospec 
tive purchaser or user of the grip may select one of the 
different colors or designs which is pleasing to do and 
this grip may be applied to a golf club of his choice. 

In applying the cover tape 20 to the foundation, an ad 
hesive 28 is commonly applied to the foundation which is 
engaged by the under side of the tape as it is wrapped 
thereon and the adhesives now employed are so efficient 
that the materials of the tape usually fabric, leather or 
other plastics are secured very firmly to the outside of 
the foundation and the configuration of the wrapping itself 
as well as the edges of the tape provide a suitable surface 
for engaging the thumbs and fingers of a user so that they 
will adhere closely to the grip. 

Instead of making the foundation open at both ends, a 
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foundation 30 as shown in FIG. 3 may be cast, molded or 
otherwise formed with an end tip 32 at the larger end, 
rounded on the outside and closing the inner bore 34. The 
outer periphery of the tip forms a shoulder 36 which is 
similar to the shoulder 18 on the tip 22 at the other end 
and between which a cover tape 20 as shown in FIG. 2 
may be applied, flush with the edges of the shoulders. 

In applying these handle grips to a golf club, an adhesive 
is applied to the outside of the club end, and material 
which activates the adhesive is applied to the inner bore 
of the hand grip, the smaller tip. 22 is started over the end 
of the handle, and the grip is applied in place on the 
handle to seat it firmly thereon and to secure it firmly 
in place by means of the adhesive. A common type of 
adhesive is one with a rubber base which is applied to 
the golf club end, activated by a liquid such as gasoline, 
so that when placed together, they will form a tight and 
lasting adhesive for securing the grip firmly in place. 

After the grip is applied over the golf club handle, a 
ferrule 38 which may be in the form of a ring is slipped 
over the inner extremity 26 and it is firmly and preferably 
adhesively secured thereto. Both the ring 24 and the fer 
rule 38 may be a tape which is adhesively secured at the 
relatively opposite ends of the tip 22 forming a decorative 
finish for the grip, setting off the color tip 22 and afford 
ing an additional color variation for the entire grip itself. 

In both forms, as shown, a spiral wrapping is applied to 
the foundation, terminating in an open end or with an 
attached and integral cap, the covering portion of the grip 
being in the form of a spiral tape which is adhesively 
secured to the foundation flush within the shoulders (or 
the shoulder) at the ends thereof. 
While I have described preferred forms of the invention, 

in some detail, they should be regarded as illustrations or 
examples rather than as limitations or restrictions of the 
invention, since various changes in the construction, com 
bination and arrangement of the parts may be made with 
out departing from the spirit and scope of the invention. 

I claim: 
1. A preformed flexible slip-on handle grip for golf 

clubs comprising an outside shouldered tubular resilient 
foundation with a smooth inner bore, decreasing in thick 
neSS from the outer end inwardly, and having the internal 
bore to fit closely and adapted to be adhesively attached 
to the outer end of a golf club handle, shoulders lo 
cated near the ends of the grip to define a shallow 
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4. 
recess between them of substantially uniform thickness, 
a flexible flat adhesive tape spirally wound in edge to 
edge relation fitting in the recess to fill the space be 
tween the shoulders and to fit flush with the outer edges 
thereof, the inner extremity of the foundation being gradu 
ated in thickness from the adjacent shoulder and being 
thinner at the end and thus more flexible, adapting it to 
be stretched more easily in applying it over the outer end 
of a golf club handle to which the grip is attached. 

2. A preformed slip-on handle grip for golf clubs com 
prising a tubular resilient foundation having a closed, in 
tegral and preformed cap to extend over the end of a 
golf club handle to which it is attached, the outer edge 
of the cap being rounded and extending laterally to form 
an outer shoulder, a flat spiral tape applied to the foun 
dation in abutment with the shoulder and flush with the 
outer surface thereof and terminating adjacent the other 
end of the foundation, the inner extremity of the founda 
tion being graduated in thickness and being thinner at the 
end and more flexible, adapted to be stretched more easily 
in applying it over the outer end of the golf club handle 
to which the grip is attached, and the integral cap engaging 
the end of a golf club handle and thus limiting its inser 
tion. 
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