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Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: -

Present claims 1-3 relate to a photochromic article defined by reference
to a desirable characteristic or property, namely a photochromic article
as claimed in claims 1-3 “being adapted to exhibit an activated optical
density response loss” of a certain value as claimed in claims 1-3.

The claims cover all a photochromic articles having this characteristic
or property, whereas the application provides support within the meaning
of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for
only a very limited number of such articles. In the present case, the
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible.

Present claim 9 relates to a photochromic article defined by reference
to a desirable characteristic or property, namely a photochromic article
as claimed in claims 1 and "being adapted to exhibit an activated
optical density response loss" of a certain value as claimed in claim 1
and “being adapted to exhibit a neutral activated colour" as claimed in

claim 9.

The claim covers all a photochromic articles having this characteristic
or property, whereas the application provides support within the meaning
of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Articie 5 PCT for
only a very limited number of such articles. In the present case, the
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible.

Present claims 43 and 44 relate to a photochromic article defined by
reference to a desirable characteristic or property, namely a
photochromic article as claimed in claim 43 "being adapted to exhibit an
activated state luminous transmittances" of a certain value as claimed
in claims 43 and 44.

The claims cover all a photochromic articles having this characteristic
or property, whereas the application provides support within the meaning
of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 PCT for
only a very limited number of such articles. In the present case, the
claims so lack support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible.

Independent of the above reasoning, the claims 1-3, 9, 43, 44 also Tack
clarity (Article 6 PCT). An attempt is made to define the photochromic
articles by reference to a result to be achieved. Again, this lack of
clarity in the present case is such as to render a meaningful search
over the whole of the claimed scope impossible. Consequently, the search
has been carried out for those parts of the claims which appear to be
clear, supported and disclosed, namely those parts relating to the
photochromic articles as described by means of their technical features
as disclosed in claims 4-7, namely photochromic articles, which are
defined by their structural formulae as they are mentioned in claims
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4-7.

Present claim 77 relates to a method for producing a photochromic
article defined by reference to a desirable characteristic or property,
namely by obtaining a photochromic article "being adapted to change from
an unactivated form to an activated form upon exposure to actinic
radiation" as claimed in claim 77.

The claim covers all methods for producing photochromic articles having
this characteristic or property, whereas the application provides
support within the meaning of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the
meaning of Article 5 PCT for only a very limited number of such
articles. In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the
application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the whole
of the claimed scope is impossible.

Independent of the above reasoning, the claim also lacks clarity
(Article 6 PCT). An attempt is made to define the method for producing
photochromic articles by reference to a result to be achieved. Again,
this lack of clarity in the present case is such as to render a
meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope impossible.
Consequently, the search has been carried out for those parts of the
claim which appear to be clear, supported and disclosed, namely those
parts relating to the method for producing photochromic articles as
described by means of their technical features as disclosed in claims
4-7, namely photochromic articles, which are defined by their structural
formulae as they are mentioned in claims 4-7.

As a result, all claims depending on claims 1-3, 9, 43, 44 or 77 have
been searched incompletely as well with a restriction to the structural
formulae as they are mentioned in claims 4-7.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter 11 procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found muitiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (a)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (a) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

2. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula 1 as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (b)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (b) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

3. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (c)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (c) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

4. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (d)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (d) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

- -

5. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (e)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (e) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

6. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (f)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (f) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.
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7. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (g)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (g) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

8. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (h)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (h) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

9. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (i)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (i) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

10. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (k)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (p) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

-

11. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (1)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (n) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

- ——

12. claims: 1 (part) - 6(part), 8 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (m)
as disclosed in claim 6 and method of its production.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

claims: 1 (part) - 6(part), 8 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula 1 as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (n)
as disclosed in claim 6 and method of its production.

claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (o)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (k) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (p)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (r) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula 1 as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (q)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (t) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formuia (1) (r)
as disclosed in claim 6 and method of its production.

claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material

(b) of the graphic formula I as disclosed in claim 4 wherein
the photochromic material is represented by formula (1) (s)
as disclosed in claim 6 or formula (u) as disclosed in claim
7 and method of its production.

claims: 1 (part) - 6(part), 8 (part) - 78 (part)
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A photochromic artic]e comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula II as disclosed in claim 4 and
method of its production.

-

20. claims: 1 (part) - 6(part), 8 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula 111 as disclosed in claim 4 and
method of its production.

- -

21. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula IV as disclosed in claim 4 and
method of its production.

22. claims: 1 (part) - 6(part), 8 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula V as disclosed in claim 4 and
method of its production.

23. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic artic]e comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula VI as disclosed in claim 4 and
method of its production.

24. claims: 1 (part) - 6(part), 8 {part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic article comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula VII as disclosed in claim 4 and
method of its production.

25. claims: 1 (part) - 78 (part)

A photochromic articie comprising a photochromic material
(b) of the graphic formula VIII as disclosed in claim 4 and
method of its production.
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