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using self-probing amplicon fluorescent primers. The method comprises: (IA) contacting the sample with a self-probing amplicon
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3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).
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Claims Nos.: 35 and 53-55

The present remarks apply to the first invention, however, should
further search fees be paid, similar remarks could apply to the other
inventions for which the search would have to be done.

The sequence of GP5+ reverse primer is absent from the entire
application therefore rendering the subject-matter of present claim 35
unclear (Article 6 PCT) to such an extend that no meaningful search for
said claim could be performed.

Claim 53 lacks clarity because it relates to an oligonucleotide only
defined in terms of functional features which, in the present context,
are not sufficient for the skilled person to understand the actual scope
of the claim. The "self-probing amplicon"” is defined in claim 1 and in
the description (cf p. 19 Tine 13-p. 27 1ine 1) as a VIRUS self-probing
amplicon and comprises a virus-specific primer portion, a virus specific
probe portion and a member of a virus signalling pathway. However, claim
53 provides neither a reference to any previous claims nor a definition
of the self-probing amplicon. Moreover, the only features to which claim
53 relates are those of a tailed primer, which is consistently defined
in the description as a separate entity from the virus self probing
amplicon (cf p. 19 line 13-p. 27 line 1). It is thus not clear which
are the features of the self probing amplicon to which this claim
relates.

Moreover, in the present context, the term "degenerate" is devoid of
clear technical meaning.

Therefore claim 53 lacks clarity to such an extent that no meaningful
search could be performed (Article 6 PCT).

The references in claims 54 and 55 to previous claims 42 and 42 or 43
respectively are erroneous since claims 54 and 55 are product claims
whereas claims 42 and 43 are method claims. Therefore said references
lead to a lack of clarity of claims 54 and 55 (Article 6 PCT).
Furthermore and according to the additional features set out in claims
54 and 55 read in connection to the description (cf p. 19 line 13-p. 27
1line 1), it appears that the subject-matters of said claims relate to
tailed primers, however none of the preceding claims are relating to
tailed primers. Therefore claims 54 and 55 Tack clarity to such an
extent that no meaningful search with respect to their respective
subject-matters could be performed.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
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inventions in respect of which no international search report has been
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. claims: 1-14,17-22, 27-42, 44-55 (all in part)

Invention 1:

The first invention relates to i) the detection, typing,
determining viral Toad per cell and/or determining the
integration state of specific papilloma virus type 6 in a
sample suspected of comprising one or more target HPV
nucleic acid sequence(s); ii) a screening method for
screening an individual suspected of HPV infection with HPV
type 6 by using said method; ii1i) a diagnostic kit for use
in said method; iv) and self probing amplicon or degenerated
self probing amplicon specific for HPV type 6.

Inventions 2-7:

As for invention 1 relating respectively to HPV type 11, 31,
33, 39, 51 and 56.

2. claims: 1-14, 17-22, 23-42, 44-55 (all in part)

Invention 8:

The second invention relates to i) the detection, typing,
determining viral Toad per cell and/or determining the
integration state of specific papilloma virus type 16 in a
sample suspected of comprising one or more target HPV
nucleic acid sequence(s); ii) a screening method for
screening an individual suspected of HPV infection with HPV
type 16 by using said method; iii) a diagnostic kit for use
in said method; iv) and self probing amplicon or degenerated
self probing amplicon specific for HPV type 16.

Inventions 9:

As for invention 8 relating to HPV type 18.

3. claims: 1-11, 17-22, 27-42, 44-55 (all in part)
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Invention 10:

The tenth invention relates to i) the detection, typing,
determining viral load per cell and/or determining the
integration state of specific papilloma virus type 40 in a
sample suspected of comprising one or more target HPV
nucleic acid sequence(s); ii) a screening method for
screening an individual suspected of HPV infection with HPV
type 40 by using said method; ii1i) a diagnostic kit for use
in said method; iv) and self probing amplicon or degenerated
self probing amplicon specific for HPV type 40.

Inventions 11-19:

As for invention 10 relating respectively to HPV types 42,
43, 44, 45, 52, 58, 59, 66 and 68.

4. claims: 1-11, 15-16, 29, 33-34, 36-41, 43-49, 52-53 (all in
part)

Invention 20:

The twentieth invention relates to i) the detection, typing,
determining viral load per cell and/or determining the
integration.state of SV-40 in a sample suspected of
comprising one or more target SV-40 nucleic acid
sequence(s); ii) a screening method for screening an
individual suspected of virus infection with SV-40 by using
said method; iii) a diagnostic kit for use in said method;
jv) and self probing amplicon or degenerated self probing
amplicon specific for SV-40.

Inventions 21 and 22:

As for invention 20, relating respectively to JC and BK viruses.




INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Information on patent family members

Internatic

pplication No

PCT/GB 02/02847

Patent document

Publication

Patent family

Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

US 5639871 A 17-06-1997 US 5447839 A 05-09-1995
us 5182377 A 26-01-1993
us 5527898 A 18-06-1996
us 5705627 A 06-01-1998
AT 138108 T 15-06-1996
Al 645483 B2 20-01-1994
AU 4401189 A 02-04-1990
CA 1339262 C 12-08-1997
DE 68926507 D1 20-06-1996
DE 68926507 T2 16-01-1997
EP 0433396 Al 26-06-1991
JP 2651483 B2 10-09-1997
JP 4500910 T 20-02-1992
Wo 9002821 Al 22-03-1990
us 5283171 A 01-02-1994

WO 9323566 A 25-11-1993 WO 9323566 Al 25-11-1993

W0 9302215 A 04-02-1993 WO 9302215 Al 04-02-1993

WO 9522626 A 24-08-1995 AT 222295 T 15-08-2002
AU 686233 B2 15-01-1998
AU 1672295 A 04-09-1995
CA 2183758 Al 24-08-1995
DE 69527776 D1 19-09-2002
DE 69527776 T2 30-04-2003
DK 746627 T3 16-12-2002
EP 0746627 Al 11-12-1996
ES 2181765 T3 01-03-2003
JP 9509062 T 16-09-1997
WO 9522626 Al 24-08-1995
us 6352825 Bl 05-03-2002

Form POT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) {July 1992)




	Abstract
	Bibliographic
	Search_Report

