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The present invention relates to cadence setting and
rhythm beating cymbals which, in ordinary usage are cor-
rectly mated for use by orchestra and band drummers.

Persons conversant with the importance and significance
of the constantly recurring rhythmical beat of cymbals
for whatever the occasion will recognize and endorse any
innovation in cymbal-made sound effects and what is im-
portant, the cymbal or cymbals which are best suited to
achieve such effects.

Cymbals are used alone where, for example, a single
cymbal is mounted on a bass drum and which is respon-
sive to the action of a foot pedal controlled beater. Cym-
bals are bracketed on the rim of a bass drum to be struck
with a drum stick or, alternatively, a companion handle-
equipped cymbal. Cymbals are also used on and in con-
junction with a sock-cymbal stand where pedal-operated
means provides the currently used sock cymbal effect.
They are also used in pairs, crash cymbals, for instance,

when marching, and in various other ways too numerous &

to dwell upon here.

While there is no definite pitch to cymbals which are
brushed together there is nevertheless a distinct quality
of tone. With this background information in mind it is
to be pointed out that the instant concept pertains pri-
marily, but not altogether, to paired cymbals one of which
will be referred to as a main or primary cymbal and the
other one as an auxiliary or companion cymbal.

Stated otherwise the invention pertains to a pair of
companion cymbals one of which (the primary cymbal)
is conventional and the other one a substitute or replace-
ment cymbal, ~This novel combination is highly adaptable
to a high hat or sock cymbal construction.

The commonly used or standard cymbal is circular or
disk-like in form and has a central depressed portion con-
stituting a conical cup. In the instant advance in the art
two properly mated or matched cymbals are used. The
main or primary cymbal will remain unchanged in this
improved combination and will preferably be a high grade
Turkish or an equivalent bronze cymbal, The auxiliary
“dummy” cymbal is specially made and constitutes a sub-
stitute for and replaces what would ordinarily be a con-
ventionally made second cymbal.

The invention lends itself to practical use where two
cymbals are used to strike or rub against each other.
More particularly, the invention pertains to a pair of suit-
ably mated cymbals for use on a stand having pedal-oper-
ating means and commonly referred to as a sock cymbal.
The improved cymbal, that is, the auxiliary one (which
can be either upper or lower) is preferably, but not neces-
sarily, substituted for the lower cymbal of a regular pair.

The improved paired cymbals combination herein re-
vealed is advantageous in that the substitute or replace-
ment cymbal is easier and faster to manufacture and is
more economical to produce than the regular Turkish or
equivalent standard type which it replaces.

Experience has shown that the use of cymbals paired
in the manner herein disclosed prevents an undesirable
cupped sound which one usually gets in a two cymbal
arrangement where the cymbals do not strike in intended
oriented relationship. With the herein disclosed im-
proved cymbal combination, the result here achieved is a
clear crisp sound and an accompanying ringing sound
effect which is significantly unique.

Tt will be further noted that the improved combination
of cymbals here offered for use is original in that the aux-
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iliary cymbal is light in weight, making it easier to use
and less tiring to the musician using it. Inasmuch as the
general shape and in plan contour is likened to the stand-
ard or main cymbal it may be stored and handled with
customary ease.

Briefly the invention resides in a pair of similarly di-
ametered cymbals. One of the cymbals, the primary one,
is of standardized form comparable, as it were, to a high
grade Turkish or Chinese cymbal. The companion cym-
bal, the one (either upper or lower) which constitutes an
essential improvement here, provides what is in effect a
relatively stationary anvil against which the primary mov-
able cymbal is clapped, pounded, brushed, or otherwise
struck in keeping with the requirements of the drummer.

By attaching a handle (not shown) to the center of the
substitute cymbal it can then be used to replace the
hand operated cymbal in a situation where the stationary
cymbal is firmly attached to the rim of a bass drum and
the drummer has to use both hands, one hand to play
the base drum and the other to play the cymbal at the
same time. Because it is light in weight, its use—even
for reasonably long periods—will be noticeably less tiring
for the drummer.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details of
construction and operation as more fully hereinafter de-
scribed and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawing forming a part hereof, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIGURE 1 is a view in perspective of the novel cymbal
combination wherein the two cymbals are installed for
use atop a so-called high hat or sock cymbal stand;

FIGURE 2 is a view In perspective of the auxiliary or
substitute cymbal, that is one embodiment thereof;

FIGURE 3 is a view showing the upper end portion
of the stand on a slightly enlarged scale with the sub-
stitute anvil-type cymbal attached thereto and broken
away and appearing in section and elevation;

FIGURE 4 is a fragmentary view in section and eleva-
tion of a portion of the improved cymbal illustrating
a slight modification in cross-sectional form and a spring-
biased support for the slidable hub;

FIGURE 5 is a view in perspective of a third modified
form of substitute or auxiliary cymbal; and

FIGURE 6 is a final modification showing how the
marginal rim may be supported by spring-type yieldable
spokes instead of rigid spokes.

Reference will be made first to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3. With
particular reference to FIG. 1 the stand, which is a com-
mon support structure, is denoted by the numeral 8, the
same having a bottom cylinder 1¢ and a tripodal base
12 having pivoted folding legs 14 and brace means 16.
The upper vertically extensible or adjustable part of the
upright of the stand is denoted at 18 and as is usually the
case said upper end is smoocth and flanged at 28 to pro-
vide a stop shoulder as stressed in FIG. 3. The customary
foot pedal is denoted by the numeral 22 and it functions
to operate -the vertically movable cymbal rod 24. The
upper portion 26 of the rod has one of the two cymbals
suitably mounted (not detailed) thereon, This cymbal is
the upper or main cymbal and it is denoted by the numeral
27 and has a peripheral or rim portion 28 and a conical
cupped hub portion 3@ apertured to permit passage there-
through of the operating rod as at 32 and having a collar
34 for association with assembling nut means 36 for re-
movably mounting the cymbal in place. Thus and so far
the description refers to the aforementioned sock cymbal
stand with the regular cymbal 27 removably mounted
atop the operating rod 26 thereof.

The substitute, the anvil-type cymbal here, is dencted
generally by the numeral 38. Manifestly this novel cym-
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bal may vary in construction and in several of the embodi-
ments iliustrated it is of an openwork or skeleton form
and is made of component members, such as rod, bar or
equivalent stock (FIGS. 1 to 4 and 6) and embodies an
annular ring or rim 49 joined by circumferentially spaced
equidistant radial spokes 42 to a collar 44 provided with
a central smooth-bored hole 46 (screw-threaded if and
when desired) and resting removably atop the felt washer
21, in the manner illustrated in FIG. 3.

Thus the spokes (either bowed or straight) are con-
nected at their outer ends as at 48 to the rim 49 and then
slope downwardly and inwardly and, connected with the
collar 44, serve to provide the desired dished but never-
theless openwork construction. Then, too, the rigid rim
or ring 49, either endless or made up of circumferentially
spaced segments is the anvil or surface against which the
marginal portion 28 of the movable cymbal 27 is inter-
mittently struck. The cymbal 38 may be made of metal
(brass, steel or, for that matter, moldable commercial
plastics). It is circular in construction and has the radial,
usually three, spoke-like braces. The diameter of the outer
perimeter of the rim 4¢ will depend upon the diameter
of the cymbal 27 with which it is to be used. The di-
ameter can be equal to, smaller than or larger than the
diameter of the primary cymbal 27.

The outer rim portion 4¢ may be a rod which is circu-
lar in cross-section as shown in FIG. 3. Alternatively
(see the modification in FIG. 4) this ring or rim 40A may
be non-circular (rectangular or the equivalent) in cross-
section. In this modification the cymbal is denoted at
38A and the spokes at 42A and the collar at 44A. In this
adaptation the free sliding collar rests and is yieldingly
supported atop a coiled cushioning spring 21A, the latter
surrounding the end portion 46A and being supported by
the stop flange 20A. The spring yields to obtain the de-
sired spring-biased effect.

If one ascertains after experimental use that the skele-
ton-type or frame-like cymbal 38 fails to give the desired
responsiveness and sock cymbal effect it might then be
advisable to switch over to and use the modified form
depicted in FIG. 5. Here the auxiliary cymbal shown
is denoted by the numeral 50. This embodiment com-
prises a bronze or sheet metal cymbal having a conical
or cupped body portion 52 with a central opening equipped
with an integral collar 54 provided with a smooth bore
(or screw-threaded hole) 56 and providing what is in
effect an attaching nut for the upper end 47 (FIG. 3) if
and when it is threaded. Here the outer marginal edge
portion is denoted at 58 and the openwork effect is had
by providing a plurality of circumferentially spaced holes
or openings. These holes are denoted at 60, 62 and &4
and may be of varying geometrical shapes or form.

The marginal rim or ring can be constructed from ma-
terial made in the shape of a coil spring (flat, undulated,
core type or circular in cross-section) flanged ring, rod or
rod encased in a coil spring, or in any flat or rectangular
form in a complete circle (broken circle) or segment
thereof. Rivets, chains, washers, small cymbal-like discs,
tambourine jingles (not detailed) could also be attached
to the rim or attached to the spokes for special jingle-bell
and festive effects.

It will be clear therefore that the rim will vary in con-
struction and form. This is also true of the spokes
which support the rim in a generally elevated position in
a plane above the hub-like mounting collar. Take for
example, the modification seen in FIG. 6 wherein it will
be noted that the ring or rim 66 (which may be endless
in form or not) is perched atop the outer upper ends of
the radial support members or spokes. Here these spokes
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are denoted at 68 and instead of being rigid they are longi- 70

tudinally bowed or otherwise curved and each spoke is
in the form of a suitably constructed coil spring 70 the
inner end of which is attached to the attaching and mount-
ing hub or collar 72.
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This invention is susceptible of acceptable use in any
situation where two cymbals—one a dummy—are used
to strike against each other. One merely has to sub-
stitute the improved cymbal for one of the regular cym-
bals.

It is believed that a careful consideration of the speci-
fication in conjunction with the views of the drawing will
enable the reader to obtain a clear and comprehensive un-
derstanding of the subject matter of the invention, the
features and advantages, mode of use and improved result
which is assured the user., Therefore, a more extended
description is regarded as unnecessary.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous mod-
ifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the
exact construction and operation shown and described,
and accordingly all suitable modifications and equivalents
may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the inven-
tion as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. For use by a percussionist, a trap drummer, for ex-
ample, cadence setting and rhythm beating means com-
prising upper and lower paired cymbals similarly diam-
etered and structurally matched, related and structurally
connected for companion use, one of said cymbals, either
upper or lower, constituting a primary cymbal and having
a hub portion and the other a companion cymbal, either
upper or lower, constituting a secondary cymbal and pro-
viding an anvil against which the marginal edge of the
primary cymbal is adapted to be clapped, pounded, or
otherwise impacted, said primary cymbal being made of
highly sensitive vibratory sheet material, said secondary
cymbal comstituting a dummy cymbal, being adapted to
be substituted, when it is being used, for a standard cym-
bal, being made of material without particular regard to
inherent vibratory characteristics, whereby said primary
cymbal, if as wusual, of Turkish quality, will produce
cymbal sound effects comparably equal to a matched pair
of cymbals which are both made of corresponding vibra-
tory material and properties.

2. The combination of cymbals according to claim 1,
and wherein the body of said primary cymbal is imperfo-
rate and said secondary cymbal has a body of openwork
form, whereby to prevent an undesirable muffled or cuppy
sound effect such as attends the use of two standard
conical-cup sheet material cymbals.

3. The combination of claim 1, and wherein said sec-
ondary cymbal embodies an apertured and dished body
portion and a rigid marginal edge portion, the dished por-
tion having apertures sufficienily large to diminish the
likelihood of an undesirable cupped sound effect.

4. The structure defined in claim 3 and wherein said
secondary cymbal is of openwork skeleton-like form and
embodies rim means, an axial collar-like attaching and
retaining member and circumferentially spaced radial
spokes rigidly connected at inner ends to said member
and at outer ends to said rim means.
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