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1

This invention is an improvement in game de-
vices; bparticularly boards intended for use in
the playing of games and the like amusements
that require the handling of cards and other ob-
jects of light weight.

An important object of the invention is to pre-
vent such cards and the like from being blown
off the board by the wind when the board is
set up in the open. To this end it is constructed
so as to be capable of presenting a flat top, for
indoor use, or outdoor use in places where there
is no breeze; and is equipped with movable parts
that can be swung into position to screen the
top adjacent the edges. The cards or other light
objects are thus shieided and protected from cur-
rents of air when laid down on the board and
cannot be whisked out of reach of the players,
even when a fresh, strong breeze is stirring.

Other objects and advantages are set forth in
the ensuing specification and the distinguishing
features are pointed out in the claims. But this
disclosure is by way of example only; and varia-
tions in details of structure may be adopted with-
out deviation from the main design in which the
invention is incorporated.

On the drawings,

Figure 1 is a top plan of a device according to
this invention with the members for protecting
the cards, etec., in folded or inoperative position.

Figure 2 is a similar view showing said mem-
bers in position to serve the intended purpose.

Figure 2 is a section on line 3—3 of Figure 1.

Figure 4 is g section on line 4—4 of Figure 2;
and

Figure 5 is a full cross section on line $—5 of
Pigure 2; and

Figure 6 shows one of the members for shield-
ing the cards, detached.

The device comprises a fop ! supported on
legs 2, and around the outer edges of the top are
reinforcing strips 3. Adjacent said strips 3 the
top has recesses or openings in the form of slots
4, which can be closed or uncovered by strips or
panels 5. ‘The panels are connected to the top
by hinges 8§ along the sides which are nearer to
the middle of the top {. When disposed in the
slots &, the panels 5 are flush with the top, and
the latter presents an unbroken upper surface.

The ends of both the slots & and panels § are
inclined to the length thereof in opposite direc-
tions. The shorter of the longitudinal edges of
the slots and panels is nearer to the strips 3, along
the edges of the top; and the slots and panels
meet at their inner corners to delineate a closed
figure; which can be square or hexagonal or oth-
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erwise shaped. When the panels § are turned up
about their longer or inner edges till their in-
clined or bevel ends come into contact, they make
a continuous closed rim or barrier which sereens
the surface of the top surrounded by said rim
against drafts of air that could sweep the top
clear of cards and the like laid thereon.

The inclined ends 1 of the panels 5 are fitted
to engage neatly when the rim or barrier is set
up, and hooks or fasteners to hold the panels to-
gether may be attached to them if desired, on
their under faces.

Below the slots & are trough-shaped receptacles
8, the tops of which are about flush with the
lower surface of the top I. These receptacles
are for storing cards, pencils and the like; and
the edges of the panels rest thereon when turned
down into the slots 4. The top { thus has a con-
tinuous unbroken smooth surface when the panels.
5 are down, and when raised, they expose the re-
ceptacles 8 and present the appearance shown
in Figures 2 and 5, making a closed rim or barrier,
for screening and shielding the part of the top
{ surrounded by it.

To prevent eddy currents, the panels 5 have re-
cesses in their hinged edges. These recesses 9
may have various forms or outlines, hut are shown
as semi-circular. They are matched by similarly
shaped vrojections 10 in the adjacent edges of
the slots 4. When the panels § are down the
projections {0 fill the recesses 9; and when the
panels 5 are in the positions shown in Figures
2 and 5, the recesses 9 are unobstructed, allowing
enough air to pass through the rim to prevent
eddy currents from wind across the top edges of
the rim; and thus no disturbance or displacement
of any light objects within the barrier can occur.

In addition to recesses 9 in the lower edges of
the panels 5, the ends of the panels where they
engage one another may have notches similar
to those shown st 8; and openings might be
formed through the panels between the top and
hottom edges. Such recesses, openings - and
noteches or any of them may be omitted if desired.

Likewise the legs 2 may be dispensed with if
one desires merely to use the device on a beach
or lawn by laying it on the ground or putting it
upon an ordinary table. With the legs omitted,
the device could, of course, rest on the bottoms
of the receptacles 8, or directly on the underside
of the top 1 itself, if receptacles 8 and reenforc-
ing strins 3 are omitted.

When the panels are in position as in Figures
2, 4 and 5. any breeze or draft of air blowing over'
the table is deflected upward and does not dis-
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turb the space enclosed by the panels, or throw
off the cards or the like which may be on the
top member I, as the game is played. Enough
air would pass through the recesses, notches and
openings through the panels to prevent eddy cur-
rents within the area enclosed by the rim, when
such recesses, notches and openings are provided.

The degrees of inclination of the panels 5 can
be varied and they can even be so arranged that
they can be set up in vertical position if pre-
ferred.

These panels should be flat on the faces which
are exposed when the panels are down in the
recesses 4. The opposite faces which are pre-
sented to the players when the panels are set up
need not be flat if receptacles 8 are provided, but
may even have figures, designs or- projections
thereon.

The panels are shown hinged to the top i, and
the method of attaching may be cloth or fabric;
or the panels may be removable and positioned
by adjusting info slois provided underneath in
the recesses or receptacles.

Having described my invention, what I believe
to be new is:

1. An article of the kind deseribed having a top
with elongated openings therein along the edges
of the top, the adjacent ends of said openings
being in proximity, receptacles below said open-
ings and substantially coextensive therewith,
panels connected to the inner edges of said open-
ings, the panels therein extending completely
around said top with their adjacent ends in close
proximity, the panels being shaped to fill said
openings-and be supported upon the sides of said
receptacles to be flush with the upper surface of
the top, said panels being movable about their
connections to said top into position to engage
onte ancther at the ends and make g closed rim
on said top; the ends of said openings and said
panels being bevelled so that said rim is inclined
towards the center of the top.
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2. The article according to claim 1 with the
panels having notches in their edges which are
exposed at the lower edges of the panels when
the panels are fully lifted to make said rim, and
matching projections on the adjacent edges of
said openings filling said notches when the panels
are in said openings and flush with the top.

3. An article of the kind described having a
top with elongated openings therein along the
edges of the top, the adjacent ends of said open-
ings being in proximity, panels connected to the
inner edges of said openings, the panels therein
extending eompletely around said top with their
adjacent ends in close proximity, the panels be-

5.ing shaped to fill said openings and be supported
“therein flush with the upper surface of the top,

said panels being movable about their connec-
tions to said top into position to engage one an-
other at the ends and make a closed rim on said
top, the ends of said openings and said panels
being bevelled so that said rim is inclined towards
the center of the top.

. SAMUEL N. POLIS.
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