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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Josgrr H. DE NIKE, a

" citizen of the United States, residing at Al-

bany, in the county of Albany and State of
New York, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Moistening Devices, of which
the following is a specification.

This invention relates to improvements in

. moistening. devices.
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The object of the invention is to mount a
moistener on a stand in such manner that it
can be readily and conveniently turned to
operative position.

I have found it desirable to have a mois-
tener located so that it may be inverted for
lifting an envelop to contact with it or posi-
tioned at an angle, the moistener proper be-
ing upwardly or downwardly inclined tomeet
various requirements found desirable in using
a device of this character.

Other objects and advantages will be here-
inafter referred to and the structural details
specifically pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved device, the moistener
being turned face down. Fig. 2 is a similar
view showing the moistener turned face up.
Fig. 8 is an elevation showing in full lines the
moistener tilted upwardly and in dotted lines
downwardly. Fig. 4 is a vertical section
showing the cover applied.

The same numerals refer to like parts in all
the figures.

1indicates a base; 2, a standard extending
upwardly therefrom, the upper end of the
standard being bent to form an overhanging
support 3, which is provided with a set-screw
4. A cup 5; formed with an opening, is ad-
justably secured to the support 3, and it car-
ries a sponge 6. The width of the box is
greater than the width of the opening to form
a means for holding the sponge in position, as
will be readily understood. Other material
may be used as a means for supporting mois-
ture, and I desire to reserve this right. The
cup 5 may be formed with a cover 8, hinged
at 9 and having a latch 10. The cover will
retain the moisture and can readily be dis-
connected at the hinge-joint, if desired. The
set-screw 4 passes through an opening in the
side of the cup and receives a nut, orit may be
headed and the nut placed on the opposite
end.

In operation water is placed in the cup,
and the sponge absorbs it in the usual man-
ner. When folding an envelop, usually the

gummed flap is up, and to moisten it with
the herein-described improvement it is only
necessary to lift it up against the moistened
sponge, as shown in Fig. 1. The overhang-
ing support furnishes ample space for the
necessary handling of the envelop. When
moistening the flap in this manner, consider-
able time 1s saved, as it is not necessary to
turn it over and handle it to accomplish the
desired result, as now practiced. This facili-
tates speed as well as saves considerable ex-
pense 1n sealing a large number of envelops,
which is an important element.

There are other conditions where it is ad-
visable to have the moistening-surface up, as
shown in Fig. 2. To do this, the screw 1s re-
leased and the cup is turned and fastened.
Then, again, it may be desirable to incline
the moistener to adapt the device for mois-
tening a particular gummed surface. The
invention is designed to accommodate this
condition, as shown in Fig. 3.

By the deseribed construction I have pro-
vided a moistener which may be relatively po-
sitioned to accommodate the numerous vary-
ing conditions essential in a device of this
character, the cup being capable of ready and
convenient adjustment by manipulating the
set-screw.

What I claim as new is—

1. A moistener comprising a support, a
moistener - cup having a moistening-surface
on the support, and means for radially turn-
ing the cup to alter the operative position of
the moistening-surface.

2. A moistener comprising an overhanging
support mounted on a base, a moistener and
means for turning the moistener to alter the
operative position of the moistening-surface
independently of the base.

3. A moistener comprising a support, a
moistening-cup having a moistening-surface
at the outer end of the support, and a set-
screw securing the cup to the support, the
set-screw permitting of the cup being turned
’Eo change the position of the moistening-sur-

ace. ‘

4. A moistener - cup having a moistening-
surface extending downwardly from the cup,
means supporting the cup, and means be-
tween the support and the cup, whereby the
operative moistening-surface may be turned
upwardly to retain the moisture.

5. A moistener comprising a base, a stand-
ard extending from the base, said standard
being bent at its top to form an overhang-
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ing support, a moistening-cup adjustably se-
cured to the overhanging support, and means
fixing the position of the cup after it is ad-
justed. ’

6. A moistening-cup having a moistening-
surface, a cover for. the moistener - surface
when the latter is not in use to preserve the
moisture, a support and means whereby the
position of the cup may be adjusted to alter
E’]:{é ‘operative position of the moistening-sur-

ace.

“7 A moistener comprising a support, a

" moistenér carried by the support, and means

5

whereby the position of the operative surface
of the moistener may be changed without
nioving the support.

‘8. A moistener comprising an inverted

" moistening-surface with means for supplying

moisture, a support, means for inclining the

817,105

moistening-surface at an angle to the sup-
port, and means for holding the moistener in
its altered position.

9. A moistener comprising a base, a mois-
tener having an exposed operative moisten-
ing-surface, adapted to be turned to alter the
position of the exposed surface, and nieans
for fastening the moistener in position after
it has been turned.

10. A moistener adjustable to position it
at varying angles above and below a horizon-
tal plane, and means for holding the mois-
tener after it is adjusted.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two subscribing witnesses.

JOSEPH H. DE NIKE.

Witnesses:

Howarp Hotavring,
Joux C. BAUER.
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